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Is the Internet Addicting?  Does It Affect Our Social Skills?

An intense debate is occurring among educators, psychologists and parents about the Internet.  With the explosion of excitement about the Internet, psychologists, parents, and teachers are afraid the Internet might impact students’ social skills.  Your job is to write a five-paragraph persuasive essay stating whether or not you feel the Internet impacts you socially or not.  Give at least three reasons to support your position.  Remember, you must argue in such a convincing manner that others will agree with you.  Your essay should support your opinion.  

Directions:

1. Open a new WORD document and save your document as:  Internet.doc.  Create a HEADER.  Make sure you include: Name, Date, Computer, and Is the Internet Addictive?

2. Read the following two articles about Internet Addition.  The websites are listed below:  

a. http://www.sierrasource.com/cep612/internet.html
b. http://www.rider.edu/users/suler/psycyber/cybaddict.html
3. Make sure your essay covers the following points.

· In the body of the essay use specific evidence, and examples to persuade the reader that your position is a valid one.  Each sentence must closely relate to the topic and the sentence that came before it.  Your argument should follow a logical sequence. 

· Be sure to use adequate transitions so it makes it easier for the reader to follow your logic.

· The closing should be the last chance to remind the reader and convince him/her to accept the writer's position.  Please be sure not to introduce new material in your closing paragraph.

· Make sure only one side of the issue is presented in your essay.
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