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Socrates, it has been argued, is a fictional character that Plato invented.  Postulating that making assumptions/decisions based on the dictates of some one else is much more effective then deciding on ones own.  What do I mean by this?  I mean simply that Plato can say “Socrates said this” and it bears more weight then if he said “I think this”.  Why, because people read in their own perception of reality to fill in the blanks.  Socrates isn’t there to ask him why he thinks that way.  But, he is reputed to be a supremely intelligent man.  So ergo, he must be right as the listener is unsure.  The correlation with my own experience is that people assume The Court/Law Enforcement is correct, because they themselves are unsure of the law, or the circumstances of the situation in question.  So the Judges, Police and Lawyers say, “The Law says this”, “The facts point to” or “Case law supports this”.  When, in fact, this is only speculation, assumption, personal opinion, shadows of reality shadows on the wall of The Cave.  Having set the stage of the World of Artifice, a world designed and maintained by figures we can not see, speak to or interact with.  These are the “Politicians” that make the laws we live under.  Plato creates a much more “black and white” imagine of this type of “Real Nature of Reality” with his description of The Cave.  So eloquently he sets down the structure of society in terms that the common man can understand.  That it begins to bridge this gap of ignorance.  The Oratory, in effect begins to guide the listener towards the light of truth which he eludes to further in the piece with, “that he is reluctantly dragged up a steep and rugged ascent”.
If we choose we could stand up and leave off the chains.  Turning and seeing the builders of “Reality” their typical defense would be to call on us to “name the objects before us”.  We would/will be perplexed and they will tell us that we are too uneducated to understand these things and we should go back to our chains, the nice comfortable shadows of the reality they have built the, “steep and rugged ascent” being too much for us.  This is the Lawyer’s stalk and trade.  Rather then make the Law simple and plain they make it more and more complicated.  We can not perceive this reality buried as it is in mountains of ink and paper.  This kaleidoscope is like the brightness of the sun to eyes that have perceived only shadows, the pain of which wearies our mind as staring into the sun would weary our eyes.  Not even the Lawyer’s themselves know the law.  Being mere mortals as ourselves, they can not stare at the beast forever. Yet, The Court runs on a principle of “Ignorance of the Law is no excuse.” Perpetuating the lie that they know so we should trust them. 

Pain is what one feels when thrust into the light of truth.  Dazzled and bewildered the reaction is fear and a strong desire to return to the shadows.  I myself would have gladly turned back into The Cave at this point.  I didn’t want to know the truth.  Didn’t want to believe it, so much of my feelings of security and hope where wrapped up in this lie.  After awhile though, the fear fades and the world draws into focus.  The Judges become people instead of the Demigods they are perceived to be.  The lawyers don’t seem so all knowing.  The Police become little more then street thugs with badges.  This plateau is expressed with “He will require growing accustomed to the sight of the upper world” going on to describe in ascending order the enlightenments of clarity that accrue.  More then just a subject now the stander in the light becomes, having discovered that they are in themselves worthwhile.  They begin to perceive their own existence in the Eyes of The Divine.  Then The Divine becomes apparent to them.  Looking back I would not trade the experience, hard as it was.  I stand in the light and here I am writing a paper to try to explain the Shadows perceived by our society.  I pity them and envy their ignorance as well, as Socrates surmised.  So nice it would be to believe that our Judicial System was benign. That is was actually out to protect.  Not perpetuate and protect its own power.  

In the light of truth the illusion of the wizard is the illusion of the professional.  The honors and titles bestowed are figments.  The grants of ownership fictitious constructs that can in reality be taken from us without effort.  To speak out against this masquerade would grant the enlightened ridicule as the threat is perceived by the great players of the game of shadows.  This is the basis for many laws and “regulatory” actions.  How dare one think of an alternative to their power.  That there could be another way, any other law is blasphemy.  The Judicial system likes to think of itself as all encompassing and we, the people in the Cave and out, must pay them homage.  So drunk on power they even go so far as to evict The Law of the Divine from their presence.  With great effort to place us back into the darkness, the instrument of The Court has never stopped exerting pressure to get back in The Cave and done the chains once more.  Chained people are controlled people.  This never ceasing pressure “covers the eyes in darkness”, that must be fought off through study to understand and guidance through Prayer.  Socrates ends his allegory with an understanding of the Divine will in all things.  As I stated above, The Courts seek the eviction of the Divine so that they alone hold absolute power to define what is “right”.  They evict The Divine so that they must answer to no one for their acts that they know are evil but they determine, through the “power of the law” that is “right” and before all justice stand only themselves, all-mighty and supreme.  Or so they would have us perceive in the shadows of The Cave.
