To Kill A Mockingbird


To Kill A Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, was an exceptional novel on how the south was and how the ways of the south proved wrong especially for Tom Robinson.  Miss Jean Louise Finch, better known as Scout narrated the story.  The main characters are Atticus Finch, Jem Finch, Dill (Charles Baker Harris), Tom Robinson, Boo (Mr. Author Radley), and Bob Ewell.  Each of these characters played an important role throughout the novel.


Jem and Scout were playing as they do every summer when they heard a noise coming form the collared patch.  They looked down to find a strange person.  This person introduced himself as Charles Baker Harris but people call him Dill.  Dill is form Mississippi and comes to spend the summer in Maycomb with his Aunt Alexandra.  From the start, Dill is Scout’s companion.  Dill is only one year older than Scout.  They start the summer by telling Dill about their strange neighbor, Boo Radley.  Dill does not believe the stories at first but Jem and Scout finally convince him that Boo is a dangerous and scary person.  As the summer continues, Jem gets the nerve to go and touch the Radley house only because Dill dared him to.


Atticus Finch is Jem and Scout’s father.  He is a layer in Maycomb and teaches the children valuable lessons throughout the novel.  He has taught Scout how to read and she is only six years old.  This seems to be a problem for Scout when she goes to her first day of school and the teacher discovers that she can already read very well.  The teacher tells Scout to tell her father not to teach her how to read anymore because he is teaching her all wrong.  This and other events that happened on her first day of school sends Scout home not wanting to go back to school.  Atticus asked her want was wrong and she told him that the teacher said that she could not read at home anymore because she was learning wrong.  She told Atticus that she did not want to go back to school and Atticus told her to make a compromise.  The compromise was that she would go back to school and they would continue to read every night like they have been doing.  This excites Scout and she agrees to return to school.


Scout is passing by the Radley house one day and she finds a stick of gum in the knothole of a tree in the front yard.  Jem also discovers several items in that same knothole.  The most remarkable being to soap figures that are carved into a young boy and girl.  These figures resemble Scout and Jem.  The items the are discovered in the knothole are symbolic because they are hinting towards a friendship between Boo and the children.


The judge of Maycomb, John Taylor, approaches Atticus.  Judge Taylor asks Atticus to defend Tom Robinson, a black man on trail for raping a white girl.  Atticus agrees to defend him because he thinks that it is the moral thing to do.  This decision causes the Finch family a great deal of heartache because in the South at this time did not think that it was right for a white man to defend a black man on trail for a crime against a white.  Tom is charged with raping Bob Ewell’s daughter, Mayella Violet Ewell.  As time passed and time was drawing near for the trail, Tom is transported back to Maycomb.  The sheriff, Heck Tate, notified Atticus that there might be some trouble from the Ewell’s friends.  Jem overhears the conversation before he falls asleep and gets dressed to follow his father to the jail.  Of course, Scout and Dill follow him.  As they were about to leave, the children saw a caravan of cars heading toward their father.  As they watched from a distance they noticed that they could no longer see their father, so they decided to approach the area where their father was.  When they reached the area where their father was, Jem was attacked by one of the people.  Scout starts to kick this person in the leg and he releases Jem.  Scout then recognize one of the men in the crow as being Mr. Cunningham.  Mr. Cunningham is a client of Atticus’.  He pays Atticus with food or by entailment.  Scout then tells Mr. Cunningham that entailment is bad but it is all right and it will not last long.  She then asks him to tell his son, Walter, hello because he is in her class.  This makes Mr. Cunningham realize how important the Finch family is to him and convinces the other men to leave.

Jem, Dill, and Scout go to the courthouse to see the trail.  The sit upstairs with the Negro’s and Reverend Sykes takes care of them during the trail.  Atticus presents evidence to the jury that proves Tom could not have beat and raped Mayella because he has no use of his left-hand.  The jury still finds Tom guilty as charged for rape.  After the trail and all of the whites have left the courthouse, the entire Negro audience stands as Atticus leaves.  This is very symbolic because it shows the respect that they have for Atticus.  

At the Halloween pageant, Scout has lost her dress and shoes after everyone has left the building.  Jem is waiting on her and they finally decide to leave and go back to get them in the morning.  As they walked through the woods, Jem hears a noise and stops.  The noise also stops so Scout thinks that he is trying to scare her.  They continue to walk and now Scout hears the same noise.  Jem then notices someone in the woods and starts to run.  The man catches up with them and he beat Jem up.  As he throws Jem on the ground, another figure shows up and defends Scout from the dangerous man.  During the struggle, the attacker is killed.


The man that helped Scout picks Jem up and runs him home.  When the sheriff arrives, he informs Atticus that Bob Ewell was the attacker and he is dead due to a knife womb.  Atticus believes that Jem is the one that has killed Mr. Ewell but the sheriff insists that Mr. Ewell fell on his own knife, which caused his death.  Scout meets the man that helped her and Jem; and Atticus introduces him as Mr. Arthur Radley. The sheriff told Atticus that justice is now served to the man that made Tom run from the police after the trail and be killed.  Scout told Atticus that this was like killing a mockingbird.  Atticus told her earlier in the novel that killing a mockingbird was considered a sin.  
       

