Feelings for a woman…..

“To his coy mistress” by Andrew Marvell is an intriguing poem that captures the feelings of an older man.  The persona is obsessed with a young female who is very beautiful and seductive but seems unwilling to let herself accept his feelings for her.  He has tried unmercifully to show her that despite his age he has the wisdom and love that will make her happy.  

The poem begins with Marvel saying “Had we but world enough, and time,/ This coyness, lady, were no crime” (1-2).  The woman has caught the persona’s eye and he is trying to get her to pay attention to him.  She seems to be acting very shy and distant and this is to the dismay of the persona.  He wants her to be more flirtatious and affectionate so he gets some satisfaction and self-fulfillment.  The persona continues to expound on his feelings when he says “We would sit down, and think which way/ To walk, and pass our long love’s day” (3-4).  He is showing that he has really thought about this woman and his feelings are very extensive and real.  As the persona continues his feelings are reflected with more seriousness when he says “Thou by the Indian Ganges side/ Shoudst rubies find; I by the tide/ Of Humber would complain.  I would/ Love you ten years before the flood”  (5-8).  His reference to the Ganges River and to an estuary formed by two rivers in northern England shows that he is very intelligent and that he would love her through good times and through bad times.  He would love her when he finds rubies and he would love her when river’s flood the countryside.  As the poem continues the persona says “And you should, if you please, refuse/  Till the conversion of the Jew’s./ My vegetable love should grow/ Vaster than empires and more slow” (9-12).  The persona now confirms that his love for her is unconditional and everlasting.  He tells her that if she refuses to accept  his love at the present time,  that he will continue to love her until she responds.  His reference to the Jews reflects the time and the extent of his feelings for her and how conversion to Christianity was both timely and difficult.  His “vegetable love” as he calls it means his love will grow and flourish while she continues to ignore him.  As the persona says “An hundred years should go to praise/ Thine eyes, and on thy forehead gaze” (13-14).   The persona has made it clear that he will love and admire her until she reciprocates his feelings.  He finishes this stanza by saying “An age at least to every part,/ And the last age should show your heart./ For, lady, you deserve this state, Nor would I love at a lower rate” (17-20).  The persona thinks the woman should appreciate and accept his love for her and that he will not let her down when she finally decides to open her heart.

The second stanza shows the persona thinking about his love and how there is not much time left in his life.  He say’s “But at my back I always hear/ Time’s winged chariot hurrying near; And yonder all before us lie/ Deserts of vast eternity” (21-24).  He wants her hurry with her decisions because he knows that their youthfulness will not last forever.  He says “And your quaint honor turn to dust,/ And into ashes all my lust:/ The grave’s a fine and private place,/ But none, I think, do there embrace” (29-32).  The persona seems to be worried with thoughts of age and time.  He thinks that all will be lost and he is really afraid this might happen.  His cynicism appears to shine through as he tries to remain positive about their relationship becoming a reality.  It is however, very difficult for him to stay positive when his feelings for her are so intense.  

The third stanza shows the persona’s everlasting love and desire for this woman.  He says “Now therefore, while the youthful hue/ Sits on thy skin like morning dew/ And while thy willing pore transpires/ At every pore with instant fires” (33-36). He wants her to make up her mind and decide quickly about her feelings for him while she is still young and full of energy.  The persona continues by saying “Now let us sport while we may,/ And now, like amorous birds of prey,/ Rather at once our time devour/ Than languish in his slow-chapped power” (37-40).  He is saying in a very persuasive voice, decide to be with me so we can spend our lives together and be happy forever.  The persona’s sexual energy is very obvious at this point in the poem.  He is trying to convince the mistress that although his feelings appear to be based on lust, they will be happy together.  Unfortunately she is beginning to see that his feelings are mainly sexual and he seems to be defeated in the end when he says, “Thus, though we cannot make our sun/ Stand still, yet we will make him run.”

This poem is very intriguing and interesting to me.  I am fascinated with Marvell’s ability to get inside the mind of a man so obsessed with his mistress.  The persona’s feelings seem so real and vivid I almost think Marvell had feelings for a younger woman and he is now expressing these feelings through the eyes of this persona.         

