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        Harrison Bergeron In Comparison to the World today 

The world today is made up of conflicts and aggression as a result of the imperfections in which people face between one another. In both types of societies whether a so-called perfect one such as Harrison Bergeron's or a normal problematic world, there will be faults. There are many problems that people have to deal with day by day in the society in which we live. Though tough, there are many things we can do to help decrease the chances of these problems occurring and reoccurring. 


The story Harrison Bergeron by Kurt Vonnegut shows just how a world would have to work in order for it to be a utopian society. Vonnegut writes “It was 2081, and everybody was finally equal” (1) What exactly does finally equal mean? There are many definitions of 

Equality, some good and some bad, but what we do know is that the world today has a far way to go before equality will ever be achieved.


Firstly the world today is definitely heading on a one way road downhill and a perfect example of this is the recent nation wide shock that occurred in Littleton Colorado. After the shooting there was only one question to be asked “From the east coast to the Heartland to the pacific, Americans wondered, Why? And searched for ways to prevent such a tragedy in their community.” (1) wrote a writer for the New York Times. This question can be rapidly answered. It is obvious that in this case, the differences that these two disturbed young men faced between themselves and others weighed largely on them. It then in turn ignited a reaction that could be expected from young men today who have been pressured by society like these two young men were, but also, could have been prevented. “ Many Americans now feel that there needs to be more control of, what can be watched on TV, what music they listen to and on gun control ” (1) writes one reporter for the new York Times. Most of the time it is indeed a result of what our kids today look at that influences them to do such things, but one can ask oneself if it is a result of our imperfections. It definitely is, because the movies that are shown on TV show graphic images of violence and prejudice. To the innocent developing minds of our youth today these images are very influential and as a result may in turn trigger a reaction that can be fatal. 


In the Story Harrison Bergeron, there are large amounts of examples that show what it takes to achieve a perfect society. Vonnegut writes “Nobody was better looking than anybody else. Nobody was stronger or quicker than anybody else” (1). If this was really true then people would not critically judge others on their race and abilities. There are many conflicts that occur in our world today as a result one person being better than the other such as athletic potential. A great example of this instance is in the Tonya Harding and Nancy Kerrigan incident. A reporter for the New York times wrote 

“Nancy karrigan , a 1992 bronze medallist and one of the favorites to win the gold medal next months winter Olympics was clubbed in the right knee with a collapsible baton in downtown Detroit.”(1).

Nancy was a very good skater at the time and this made Tonya Harding very jealous. Harding wanted to be the best but the only way she was going to achieve this fate was to pay someone to injure Nancy Kerrigan. This would in turn give her a better chance to win the gold medal in the Olympics that were coming up the following month. This shows just how much our society places a large weight on being the best in what you do. If being the best at what you do means that you are going to have to hurt or injure someone then our society has a far way to go before perfection. 

 
In Harrison Bergeron there are many ways in which the society controls the advantages that some people have over others. A society such as the one portrayed in Harrison Bergeron takes a lot of thought and regulation. This is seen when Vonnegut writes 

“Ballerinas were burdened with sashweights and bags of birdshot, and their faces were masked, so that no one who saw their pretty face, would feel like something the cat drug in.”(1).

By doing this, all conflicts that may be created, as a result of personal advantages, are handicapped to stop the disagreement between one person and another. For people to feel like something the cat just drug in shows just how much simple things such as a pretty face makes people judge themselves. It is these simple things that cause people to commit suicide and other terrible acts of violence. As mentioned earlier, many people were recently killed in a school shooting at Columbine High school in Littleton Colorado. The two gunmen then killed themselves, it was considered to be an act of suicide. Why would they kill themselves? it was the easy way out and they now were considered to be unworthy men and were going to be unaccepted in the society as a result of their wrong doings in which society had actually pushed them into doing. Unaccepted is a word that would most commonly be used in a society like ours today as a result of people judging one another. Many people judge others in classes such as race, athletic ability and religion. 


In Harrison Bergeron there are many examples of how judging one another in their society has been restricted. The simplest of advantages have been handicapped in order to stop anyone from having the slightest of advantages “Like all announcers, he had a serious speech impediment” (1). Writes Vonnegut.  By giving the announcer a speech impediment, he now cannot read the news without having major stutters in order to reduce his ability. This also stops people who are born with a speech impediment from feeling different and from eventually feeling aggression towards others. It is the smallest things that can eventually result in the largest refutation from an individual, which in turn creates conflicts.


In our world today, the way in which man is trying to create some sort of equality is not by handicapping certain people. The way in which man is trying to create equality is by enhancing the ability of the less capable. Though this is not a very effective way, many people are now using muscle-enhancing supplements in order to gain that edge or to at least be equal to their opposition. One of the more popular supplements now being used is one called Creatine. A writer for Denver Business Journal wrote

“Creatine is a natural element that assists the production of adenosine triphosphate, which produces the energy used in short bursts of work, usually less than 10 seconds in length. That makes it perfect for helping jocks block a nose tackle, swing a bat, sprint 100 meters or pump a weight-loaded bar.”(1).

These supplements as shown, help to create a higher standard of athletic ability. This actually may even create more competitiveness to get the edge on every one else, but actually is not good for society because it also creates conflicts.


The athletic aspect of having a perfect society is just the beginning of some of the problems faced. Society faces even larger obstacles that stop the progress to perfection. The main problem is politics. In the world today there are many conflicts created world wide as a result of politics. One large event that took place in recent society that shows political differences and the advantages taken by individuals in power was world war two. During this war, many people died as a result of just one person’s personal hatred for their race. Barry Bennett, a writer for Humanist magazine wrote, “These three words were my introduction to the Holocaust, Adolf Hitler’s almost successful plan to murder all the Jews in Europe.” (1). Murder is a very strong action and Hitler did this with no emotion during the Holocaust of world war two.   


There are many ways to help people get along well with one another but the way in which we are doing this is the wrong way. In Harrison Bergeron they seem to just be restricting everyone who has an advantage as I said earlier. The young man Harrison Bergeron himself is the best example of a perfect young man who has been handicapped to a point were he cannot effectively contribute to the society in which he lives. 

“Scrap metal was hung all over him. Ordinarily, there was certain symmetry, a military neatness to the handicaps issued to strong people, but Harrison looked like a walking junkyard”(2). writes Vonnegut. In this society it seems as though the perfect individuals end up in the worst positions. It actually seems that the only advantage anyone can have in a society such as the one in Harrison Bergeron is to be born with no advantages at all.


It seems as though in societies like the one in which Harrison Bergeron was forced to live in, there are actually many faults. It is indeed a perfect society and in many ways better than the one we live in today but life is more than equality and perfection. The world in which we live does indeed involve conflict and competition, but it also involves understanding and acceptance. The world in which we live and the world in which Harrison Bergeron lives in are definitely complete opposites with different views but both have their advantages and disadvantages.   

