The True Meaning to “Theme for English B”


“Theme for English B,” by Langston Hughes is a great example of a great poet expressing his feelings about the outer world. Hughes, a young African American poet, explains himself well and his point of views are very clearly shown. 


The persons writes “Go home and write/ a page tonight”(2,3) this is a very significant part in the poem as from this point onwards the persona explains how this student went about writing this page of work which is what this poem is based upon. “And let a page come out of you-/then it will be true” (4,5) writes Hughes, this line tells the reader that whatever the person writes, he is writing it from his heart and not just something he feels that he can write well about. “I wonder if it’s that simple” (6)? Writes the persona. It is obvious to me that the writer realizes that writing a paper from the heart is not as easy as it sounds. In this young mans case it is definitely not as easy as it sounds. All he can think of from the point the teacher asked him to write the paper is where he was from, his color, and how really he was not that different from the teacher himself. “I am twenty-two colored and born in Winston Salem” (7) writes Hughes this is a good example of the difficulty that the writer has in what this page was going to be about. He tries to find differences in the way he was brought up and the way everyone else was brought up and how his life is different to most people. By doing this he actually gives a biography of his life and how he was brought up and the differences and similarities between himself and other people. The persona writes “I went to school there, then Durham, then here/ to this college on the hill above Harlem. / I am the only colored student in my class.” (8,9,10) In these lines there is definitely a stress on the fact that this young man was black, not only black but the only black person in his whole school. The young man is actually trying to convince himself that he is no different from the other white kids in his class and he is definitely correct in feeling this way. Hughes goes on to write “It’s not easy to know what is true for you or me/ at twenty-two, my age. But I guess I’m what/ I feel and see and hear. Harlem, I hear you:” (16,17,18). This is a great example of the persona trying to give examples of finding out who he is. By saying that he is what he feels and sees and hears, he is showing that he has been molded at age twenty-two by his surroundings and that his feelings are a result of what he hears and sees, which is Harlem. The persona also seems to be repeating his age as in the seventh and seventeenth lines; he finds it necessary to tell the readers that the persona is only twenty-two years old. This tells me that Hughes is trying to give the sense of innocence and understanding to the readers. 


There is a large amount of evidence to show that this poem is largely about this young man trying to convince himself that he, though black has much in common with the people he is surrounded by who are white. He has built a complex about himself in comparing himself to white people and seems to be trying to reassure himself that he is quite similar in many ways to these people that he is surrounded by. “Well, I like to eat, sleep, drink, and be in love. / I like to work, read, learn, and understand life. / (21,22) are a perfect example of the persona convincing himself that he wants and likes the same things that the white people who surround him want. 


As the poem goes on, there are examples of the persona starting to figure out and understand that there actually are not many differences between himself and people of other races and that actually everything is linked in one way or another and that everyone is a part of everyone. “So will my page be colored that I write? / Being me, it will not be white. / But it will be/ a part of you instructor.” (27,28,29,30) This is a way for the persona to show that things always have to interact with each other whether it is the color of the page, the person who writes it or the person that reads it. “You are white- / yet you a part of me, as I am a part of you. / That’s American.” (31,32,33) These lines also show how the persona is attempting to show acceptance in who he is and how though the teacher is white and he is colored that they rely on one another and that they are both American.

The final stanza seems to be showing the reader that he is now becoming more comfortable as he convinces himself on who he is, and that he is not much different from any other person or race. He finds out that everyone learns from each other regardless of their race or where they come from “As I learn from you, / I guess you learn from me- / although you’re older-and white-“(37,38,39).


This poem is a very good example of the many problems that African Americans have when trying to find out their identity. It shows this young black man trying to convince himself that he is no different from the many white people that he is now surrounded by. It gives a good example of a young man being influenced by the people who he surrounds himself with and how he deals with his differences.
