The Seven Deadly Sins

The movie Seven was an instant hit throughout America.  Brad Pitt and Morgan Freeman star as detectives investigating a series of homicides in this nerve-jangling thriller.  The movie has a terrific plot that ends with a gut-wrenching climax.  The story is based on the seven deadly sins carried out by a serial killer in violent form.


Gluttony is the first sin graphically shown in Seven.  An extremely obese man is tortured forced to eat spaghetti.  He has barbwire tying his bare skin to the floor and was forced fed until his stomach burst.  The killer made him throw up in a bucket and keep eating even after he couldn’t eat anymore.  In a graphic scene the man is shown tied to his chair, face down in rotten spaghetti.  This gruesome scene leads the movie off and sets the stage for more intense action.


Next, the killer uses greed as his motive to kill.  He kills the lawyer and spells out greed on a carpet with the lawyer’s own blood.  The lawyer is alive when gallons of his own blood is spread around his carpet and on pictures of him and his family.  The lawyer dies a slow death and is made an example of greed.  Unfortunately the killer is still several steps ahead of Pitt and Freeman as his killing spree continues.  


Lust is the third sin highlighted in a whorehouse.  A man is forced to have intercourse with a prostitute with a metal knife strapped on.  The killer holds a gun to the man’s head and makes him have sex with her until she is dead.  Blood is everywhere in this horrifying scene; meanwhile the killer flees the scene having shown how he feels about lust in our society.  


As the movie continues the killer begins to notice the detectives on his path and uses his mission to disrupt Brad Pitt’s life.  He envy’s Pitt’s wife and finds out that she is pregnant.  However, this information only becomes apparent later in the movie and the viewers are still involved in the killings at hand.  


Next, sloth is used for the next killing.  A man is tortured by the serial killer, where he is tied to his bed, and starved for a whole year.  Pictures are taken periodically throughout this prolonged death as his body slowly deteriorates and his mind slowly turns to mush.  When the victim is found, he is barely alive and ready to die.  The room is filled with air fresheners to keep the stench down and his bed is covered with a single bloody sheet.  When a flashlight is shown in his eyes he has a heart attack and dies on the way to the hospital.


Now, the Detectives are closely on the killers heals.  After several chase scenes the killer turns himself into the police station.  He has blood on his hands and instructs the detectives to drive him to a specific location in the desert where the last victims will be found.  At this point envy and wrath are left and the viewer is searching for answers and wondering what gruesome event will be next.  As the detectives near their destination the killer foreshadows as to the crime.  Pitt, the younger detective entices and aggravates the killer and torments along him throughout the car ride.  However the killer remains calm and the climax is near. 

 Minutes later the car is stopped and in the distance a van appears.  It is a U.P.S. truck with a package.  Freeman, slowly getting the crime opens the box.  All that is showed is a head of a blond woman.  The crime is of envy and of pride as it is Pitt’s wife and the fetus.  As the killer remains calm Pitt becomes incensed and goes crazy.  He is asked by Freeman to put the gun down and step away.  The killer remains on his knees waiting to get shot.  As Freeman screams, Pitt shoots the killer and completes the string of murders with wrath.  

Seven’s violence is brutal and fierce throughout the movie.  Each death is vivid and provides the viewer with excruciating examples killing using the seven deadly sins.    

