Pulp Fiction


The movie Pulp Fiction changed the way Americans look at drug use, violence and religion in urban communities.  Never before had a movie depicted life in this manner and it continues to be the only one of it’s kind.  A major motion picture, in every cinema and video store nation-wide, will certainly have it’s effect on the audience and it has.    Director and storywriter Quentin Tarintino deliver a strong message in this riveting and exciting movie.  He discusses religion, violence, and glorified drug use in a complicated and sophisticated manner that affects and influences the American people.  


 Religion is one aspect affecting American pop culture.  In Pulp Fiction the presence of the Devil and later God send a clear message to the audience.  The movie begins with a prologue; and quickly turns to Marsellus Wallace.  He is on a lawn chair saying "get it back, at whatever cost."  On his neck lies a large Band-Aid; and he is talking to one of his gangster's, Vincent Vega.  Several minutes later Vincent and Jules go to a hacienda like apartment complex dressed in cheap black suits, carrying .45 caliber pistols.  They knock on the door of apartment number six, and as it is opened they quickly pull their guns.  In the room sit three men with a fourth hiding in the bathroom.  Jules looks at the three men and furiously asks them if they know Marcellus Wallace. They reply yes, in a painful way.  "Does he look like a Bitch?"  They shake their heads no.  "Then why did you f*** him like a Bitch?"  One responds and quickly he is shot three times.  Jules looks at a second man who is terrified and asks him if they have what they are looking for.   "Yah, it's under the bed."  Vincent checks for the briefcase and finds it.  He turn's the combination to 666 and opens the case.  Instantly a bright luminescent light shines upon Vincent as he stares at its contents.  "Jules, we got what we are looking for!"  "Good" replies Jules.     He then recites Ezekiel 25:17.  "The path of the righteous man is beset on all sides by the inequities of the selfish and the tyranny of evil men.  Blessed is he, who, in the name of charity and good will, shepherds the weak through the valley of darkness, for he is truly his brother's keeper and the finder of lost children.  And I will strike down upon thee with great vengeance and furious anger those who attempt to poison and destroy my brothers.  And you will know my name is the Lord when I lay my vengeance upon you."  He then kills the man leaving only one left.  He is in the corner muttering to him self when a fourth man comes out of the bathroom holding a gun.  He fires six shots screaming "die, die, die" at Jules and Vincent.  Both stand there until the firing stops.  Seconds later they look at each other, as both are unscathed, and fire several shots at the man.  He drops in a pool of blood.  Jules turns to the last man and asks "Marvin, why didn't you tell me he was in there.  "I, I, I, don't know" he replies.  Later Jules recounts the situation and says how lucky he was going so far as to assume divine intervention.  He is right.  As these events are looked back upon the theme to this point is quietly applied to the movie.   It is said that when the devil takes the soul he enters through the back of the neck.  Marcellus was angry and wanted his soul back.  He instructed Vincent and Jules to retrieve "it" at whatever cost.  Then, when Vincent comes across the briefcase he uses the combination 666 to open it.  In reference to the Devil, and finds Marcellus's soul which is the bright light.  Later, the man comes out with a huge pistol and fires at them from short range.  However neither man is hit because God intervenes and saves Jules and Vincent.  This complicated and abstract point highlights Tarintino's message that good prevails over evil and God is more powerful than Satan is.  People who decipher this message are clearly affected and are encouraged to believe in God.  Unfortunately people end up believing and falling into the powerful trap of religion.  On some occasions this is o.k., but on many occasions we here of corrupt priests, dangerous religious cults, and unknowing humans giving their lives away to a belief that is far fetched and unrealistic.  Pulp Fiction certainly contributes to this phenomenon and again should be viewed with extreme caution.     


Another powerful message in Pulp Fiction is glorified drug use.  When Jules and Vincent are driving to find Marcellus's soul they have a very distinct conversation.  They talk about how "hash" is legal in the Netherlands and that you can "burn" at hash bars throughout the city.  Vincent tells Jules how much he would love the city and he should visit.  Another example is Marcellus's wife Mia.  She is a hardcore cocaine addict, like Vincent is a heroine addict.  Vincent is instructed by Marcellus to provide good company for her while he goes out of town.  She gets high on cocaine daily and as Vincent arrives to take her out she snorts several lines.  Then Vincent takes her to Jack Rabbit Slims for a "good burger and a five dollar shake."  While waiting for their food, Mia gets her nose "puffy" once again.  After the meal the two enter in a dance contest.  They are completely messed up on heroine and coke respectively and end up winning the dance contest.  On the way home both talk about their success and continue to get high.  Finally they arrive and Vincent goes to the bathroom accidentally leaving his heroine on the kitchen table.  Meanwhile, Mia comes in and snorts the extremely pure heroine.  She instantly loses consciousness and falls to the floor.  Vincent, not knowing what to do when he finds her, drags her to his car and brings her to his drug dealer's house.  There, he instructs the dealer to do something, which he does by pulling out a four-inch needle filled with adrenaline and sticking it directly into Mia's heart.  Instantly she pops up and wipes her bloody nose on her white shirt cuff.  Shortly thereafter, Vincent takes Mia home and both promise each other not to tell Marcellus.  The sequence of events here is clearly unbelievable and glorified.  Tarintino provides the audience with fantastic highs and unbelievable overdoses.  Yet, in the end, both Mia and Vincent joke about their experience and continue to use drugs.  Unfortunately a message is sent, saying drug use is both fun and not life threatening.  As drug use in America skyrockets we can only search for answers.  Educating people can only work in certain areas where contact can be made.  However Pulp Fiction’s general audience cannot always be reached and I.V. drug users continue their behavior.  They see people being successful and having a great time while the real truth is that I.V. drug use can lead to death and the transmission of aids.      


Violence is a third theme affecting American pop culture.  The first striking example is the execution of the three devil's helpers.  No mercy is shown when each is killed in cold blood.  Another example of this is in the Pawnshop.  A car hits Marcellus and a corrupt cop finds him.  Marcellus is taken down into a dark basement and raped.  Meanwhile a fourth main character named Butch finds him self with a dilemma.  He knows that Marcellus is getting raped and despite earlier tension between the two, goes down to the basement and frees Marcellus.  Again, Marcellus takes violence.  He shoots the cop in the groin area and says "I'm not finished with you yet, I'm calling a couple of my boys over and they're bringing pliers and a torch to get medieval on your ass."  This gruesome and terrifying sequence of events exemplifies Tarintino’s points.  In Pulp Fiction violence is acceptable and happens regularly.  Unfortunately an unknowing viewer with little guidance will mimic this behavior and someone innocent is harmed.  Violence is seen every night on the six o’clock news and continues to be a problem.           


The three themes in Pulp Fiction clearly send a skewed message to the Audience.   Good does not always prevail over evil, violence is not acceptable and drug use isn’t glorious, but in fact deadly.  As the evening news tells us each day, America is filled with senseless violence, excessive drug use and religious factions.  Unfortunately Pulp Fiction has contributed and should be viewed with extreme caution. 
