Pro Choice

Abortion is a very controversial subject throughout 

America today.  A woman should have the right to chose whether she wants to keep or not keep her own baby.  Although one can argue against abortion using moral and ethic values, abortion is in fact a constitutional right stated by Wade versus Roe.  

Taking away a woman’s right to have a baby is a violation of constitutional rights.  Basically, we are violating human rights, an idea this country was founded on, a freedom that makes this country so great.  As with every pregnancy, comes a different case.  Harry Blackmun and John Paul stated that  “some of us individuals find abortion offensive to our most basic principles of morality, but that cannot control our decision.  Our obligation is to define the liberty of all, not to mandate our own moral code”(qtd.”A Close Call”).  Unfortunately strict anti-abortion laws take away these basic human rights.  Pro-lifers need to be aware of the constitutional rights of the pregnant woman and realize that it is the individual's choice, not the choice of state or nation. 

This leads to the increasing number of unsterile abortions, which in turn may cause death and illness due to improper surgery.  Opponents of pro-choice will argue that a young woman may not be able to make a good decision because of age and immaturity.  But, in fact Wade versus Roe “stipulates a 24 hour waiting period for a woman after hearing a presentation from her doctor of alternatives to abortion”(Lacayo 29).  Other pro-life activists have argued that a woman will not tell her husband of her pregnancy and may opt to abort the baby without the husband’s consent.  Yet the court also “struck a provision that requires a woman to inform her husband of the abortion”(Lacayo 29).  Unfortunately opponents of abortion are ignorant to these fine details and have opinions are in fact misinformed.  If in fact a woman has time and has consulted doctors and family, she will be able to make the right decision and do what is best for everyone.   

A child needs to be loved and wanted at birth.  It is unfair to the newborn child to be born into a situation where he/she is neglected and abused.  The Supreme Court felt the same way when approving abortion.  In the case of Wade versus Roe, “Jane Roe”, whose real name was protected, felt that she would be unable to care and provide for the baby.  She was sensitive to adoption and even thought of it.  Yet her decision was made after she looked into the foster homes the child would end up in.  And, rather than have a baby she would not be able to care for, she decided to have an abortion.  The Supreme Court was sensitive to her situation and other situations like Jane Roe’s.  Pro-lifers argue that every baby deserves a chance to live a full and wonderful life. However, the baby’s life after birth may be one of neglect, abuse and lack of self worth.  It is important to allow the individual to decide whether that child is born.  Is it fair to neglect an infant of food, clothes and love, basic needs we take for granted and fail to consider when arguing against pro-choice?  The mother, not the state, knows how well she can care for the baby and she is the one who would be raising the child.  Luckily the court was also sensitive to these issues and passed the right to have an abortion 7-2.

For these reasons, I support the pro-choice movement and the woman’s right to chose as stated in the Supreme Court case: Wade versus Roe.  America was founded on liberty and justice for all, thus neglecting this right to woman is unconstitutional and wrong.  If the decision of abortion is taken from the individuals hands, what is next, how far can the government intervene with our lives and our families.  People need to be able to make their own choices and decide whether or not they will have a baby.   We all know America as the "land of the free", as sung daily in "The Star Spangled Banner". Knowing this, who can claim to be people of liberty and say the words of "The Star Spangled Banner" in good conscience?  This is not the American way as described by Wade versus Roe.  We, as Americans, must be aware of this lack of freedom and see to it that women receive what they deserve. Sadly, there are many people who can not afford to support a child. There are people who hate themselves and are incapable of loving another. As I see it, it is fortunate, that some women may realize that they are not fit enough to care for a youngster.  We the People must make certain that our constitutional rights are guaranteed and our choices are in our hands! 

