Alexander the Great

Alexander the Great is regarded as one of the greatest military leaders ever.  His dominance over the entire world was well calculated and very precise.  As we will see Alexander the Great’s military accomplishments show his brilliance and persistence.  


Alexander came to power in the summer of 336 bc after Phillip was assassinated.  He was named to the Macedonian throne and later he reestablished his position in Greece.  The first example of his military brilliance is the assembly of his army.  His army of 35,000 troups was well prepared and well balanced thus able to stand up to his rigorous demands and conquer the opposition.  His army contained several groups of men in which 13,000 were Macedonians, 12,000 were Greeks, and 7,000 barbarian allies that contained Macedonians, Thessalians, and Painoes and Odryians.  What is regarded as the most dominating division of his army were the Phalanx.  This was a division that contained about 9,000 men and was divided into 6 groups.  All of the men in this division were from the mountains and regarded as tough, sturdy and very loyal.  The greeks were another part of his Army and consisted of 5,000 mercinaries and 7,000 citizen troops.  Alexander contructed this division of his army with several factors in mind.  He knew that the support of the Greeks was essential in his dominance.  Although the Greeks were not regarded as great fighters he was able to use them as a way to communicate from military front to military front.  Other units that Alexander also felt would provide some importance were a group of Macedonians and Cretans.  Both were skilled archers and javelin wielding men.  He also created a unit that seemed to follow and shadow all of his movements.  This was a group of about 1,000 men called Agrianes.  According to A.R. Burn these men proved to be very loyal and very skilled in all aspects of war, as they never deserted Alexander or let him down.  The cavalry’s that were most important proved to be a Macedonian cavalry that consisted of 600 men and a Thessalian group that were hunters and slave owners.  These groups were mostly used as guards in and around the camps that Alexander set up and were intended as a way of warning Alexander that other army’s may be trying to intrude.  This well organized group of men proved to be reliable and powerful, as they were receptive to Alexander’s every order.  These orders however, had to be carried out by reliable leaders who would be completely loyal to Alexander.  Again, this was all perfectly calculated and in choosing his military generals Alexander made sure they were completely devoted to him.  All of his officers proved to be very close to Alexander and many were personal friends.  However as Burn so elequently puts, Alexander was his own military expert and made all of the decisions regarding strategy.  This incredible characteristic clearly shows that Alexander was truly a military genius capable of controlling and directing a large army that was spread out over a very large area.  

The first major military moves that were made by Alexander were in 334.  This was his declaration of war against Persia.  As his legendary army descended on the Persians the overwhelmed and undertrained Persians quickly showed that they were going to be defeated.  Lacking the military genius of Alexander, Persia fell killing only about 100 men in Alexander’s army in 333 BC.  As a result of this war all of the states in Asia minor surrendered to his rule.  Alexander continued to conquer as he made his way south where he encountered the army of Darius.  This was the Persian Army and contained many more men than his own with some numbers ranging around several hundred thousand.  However, Alexander quickly won and this sent Darius fleeing for his life leaving his family and all of his possessions.  Later on in the year 332 BC he decided to conquer a city named Tyre.  The result was a siege set up by Alexander as he surrounded the city.  Seven months later the city surrendered and without the loss of any men Alexander continued on in conquering the world.  As his army moved south he took Gaza and moved on into what is now known as modern day Egypt.  At this point in time all of the Mediterranean was his as he had conquered and implemented Greek values on the native peoples.  After founding the city of Alexandria he decided to take Babylon and in the year 331 BC he defeated Darius in a battle where Alexander completely devastated Darius’ forces.  This time however, Darius fled only to be killed by two of his generals.  Then in the spring of 330 BC to the spring of 327 BC Alexander proceeded to conquer the southern shores of the Caspian sea, including modern Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and northward into Bactria and Sogdiana.  Alexander also captured what is now modern western Turkistan,  or what is now known as Central Asia.  Then as if this were not enough Alexander crossed the Indus River and in 326 BC he invaded the Punjab region traveling along the river into Hyphasis.  Finally after years of conquering Alexander decided to head back to Babylon in the year 323 BC.  At this time Alexander controlled the majority of the world and it would be here that he retire from his military position.

In his wake Alexander left a world that was completely changed by him.  His accomplishments and influence throughout the world are unparalleled by any individual.  They include conquering the powerful Persian Empire, vastly extending the influence of Greek civilization, which prepared the way for kingdoms in the Hellenistic period, and leaving his empire the strongest in the world.  Alexander the Great’s legacy still lives on today.  Never before has a single person proceeded to conquer the world in the fashion that Alexander did!              

