The fall of the Roman Empire

The Roman Empire had several factors that led to its demise.  There were internal and external factors that all helped to destroy the political structure.  The early Roman republic was originally founded from a fallen monarchy and the new state was designed to prevent the centralization of power.  Along with Rome’s internal problems came invasions from outside groups.  The Empire had grown and there were many borders that couldn’t be sufficiently protected in case of invasion.  And, although the Roman army was powerful, invasion after invasion severely crippled the Army.  

 A document called the Cursus Honorum was supposed to outline and control the power in the new republic.  Some of the rules included ten years of military or legal service before any magistracy could be held as well as a law that said an election must be held every year and every two years between consecutive offices.  After the document had been created the Gracchi brothers came into power.  Tiberius and Gaius were both guilty of breaking the rules stated in the Cursus Honorum.  Both brothers created laws without first getting the state’s approval and this eventually led to the weakening of the senate.  Some laws or reforms that later proved to be damaging to the Roman Empire included a welfare system that would give free corn as well as land reforms that increased the number of small scale farms.  This act of giving corn to the poor enraged the nobility in Rome and created violence and controversy.  On top of this, the Gracchi brothers decided to run for election a second time and this was directly against the Cursus Honorum.  This time however, the senate hearing of his plan, killed him ending the rule of Rome by Tiberius.  Yet, this didn’t stop Rome’s demise, as two other leaders later came into power and eventually created civil war.  Both leaders had a habit of angering the nobility and this would again create havoc throughout Rome.  As time passed, Marius tried to change the military structure.  He however created a military that had soldiers were a militia.  Their commanders led this local militia and instead of having one army that ruled the entire empire, there were many smaller army’s that acted on the instruction of their commanders alone.  Marius and Sulla also used violence to display political messages.  They didn’t hesitate to execute an individual or individuals that showed protest toward their power.  And as more and more were killed tension among Roman citizens grew and this led to civil war that severely weakened the entire nation once again.  

As the end of the Roman Empire approached a triumvirate arose into power.  These men would later fight for power and again settle their difference through violence.  Caesar would be the most prolific of the three and he would rule Rome with recklessness that would eventually lead to his demise.  He chose to ignore the senate on several issues that were seen as a violation to the people’s rights.   However, like all other leaders in Rome, his end came when a group of angry citizens decided to kill Caesar as they had had enough.  Unfortunately for Rome,  this pattern of rulers leading with little regard for the people’s opinion would cause more and more controversy.  

As one can imagine, all of the violence that occurred in the Roman Empire led to its demise.  Its rulers creating one unstable political situation after another ignored the system that was supposed to keep the political system balanced and equal.  As each ruler created internal conflicts there were groups externally taking advantage of the weakened Empire by invading and destroying Roman land.  If only Rome had stayed within their own laws and kept a balance of power the Empire would have existed much longer.  However, as more and more political unrest spread throughout the nation there was less anyone could do to correct an already sinking ship.  As rulers enraged the senate and the people the state became increasingly unstable and violence broke out over and over again.  

