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Stringing One’s Fate


Believing that one’s fate is set in stone only set’s one up to fulfill that prophecy.  During Tess’s trials and tribulations, fate seems to continuously throw uncontrollable events in front of her path.  To study her situation, one could try to answer the question of if fate controls most of one’s destiny, and if one’s own destiny can be changed by one’s own hands.  In many instances that could have been true, but would have Tess stayed true to her own self is key.

Abiding by her own statement that, “Once a victim, always a victim; that’s the law,” Tess continually finds herself in situations arriving seemingly from the blue, attributing in the end as her fate in God’s plan of things.  Having stated very clearly of her ideas of human destiny, the book also goes along with it in a secondary sense, seemingly dedicated to making Tess’s life less bearable than death.  With the main catalyst being the Parson’s news of Mr. Durbeyville’s past family lordship, leading to her eventual raping by Alec d’Urberville, Tess could have no hand in diverting them without true foresight of what was to come.

Such events seemingly decided by fate could have been nothing more than human events blindsiding Tess, rather than a corporeal Fate surprising Tess with it’s morbid whims.  One has full control of one’s life, something forgotten by many.  This too means that Tess could have changed many of the most important events in her life, but only by compromising her own character.  As a dutiful daughter and good wife, Tess always chooses the most morally and personally correct decisions, albeit naive of the outcomes.  Feeling her father and mother’s worry over the beehives, Tess dutifully takes charge of delivering them, though in the causing the death of the family’s only horse and source of transportation.  Wanting only to be good to her husband, Tess reveals her secret to Angel, not wanting to live with the deceit of keeping her past a secret.  Only in her rage did she commit her final and fatal mistake of murdering Alec, the bringer of her grief.  These decisions she could have changed, though only by being callous towards her family’s needs and deceitful towards her husband.

Possible differences in her life could have come from alternative decisions.  By ignoring the needs of her family and leaving the transport of the family’s beehives to her mother or father, she may have changed the outcome of the continuance of her life.  By desiring not to tell Angel of Alec’s forceful removal of her virginity and heeding her mother’s instructions, Angel might have stayed with Tess, oblivious of her past.  Such a simple decision of telling Angel of his impassioned sleepwalking incident may have stayed his decision to leave to Brazil, having been confirmed by Angel himself.  All these things she could have changed, and an infinite multitude of others, but only at the compromise of her own values and character.  

It is ironic that such horrible events could befall such an innocent and naïve character, having observed and fulfilled all the requirements of being a perfect and good person as decided by the very society which condemned her to a life of sorrow and an early death.  In the end, it was not the hands of Fate that decided Tess’s outcome, but society and Tess’s virtuous character that lead to her undoing.

