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The realization of dreams does not always lead to happiness.  Richard Rodriguez and his siblings all worked hard to realize the dream of their mother, in which they would all become wealthy and be able to furnish her with many gifts, only to realize that in the end it became almost a collective habit not out of love, but as a virtual consequence stemming from their success.  Rodriguez finds that all emotion has gone from their tradition and that both the actions of his siblings and his own have become listless and lack the vigor most likely exuded while striving to achieve the dream of their mother.  Rodriguez’s narrative, structured as the passage of a Christmas gathering, is supported by his descriptions of the scenes, detailed with the chatter of the gathering and of his thoughts, brought together by his disconcerting tone.


Quoting his mother, Rodriguez reveals her prediction that all her children “will all grow up to be very rich” and be able to provide her with gifts and care for her when she is old.  Dream achieved, the children follow through, and come Christmas, the presents wreath her feet and the floor is carpeted red and green with wrapping paper.  As the tradition shifts to  insipidity, it becomes clear that the guests all feel the awkwardness of the moment, and one realizes that they come not out of intense emotion for either their parents or intense emotion for the season, but from a sense of obligation.   Rodriguez too gathers that even with wealth, without love, his actions become pretense, inbred reaction, and pure habit.  His sibling, calling for his parents to “stay inside” was not out of intense concern for their safety, but for the habit of feigning concern, suggesting that the attitude is of the shift from their collective love to singular jadedness.

Rodriguez structures the narrative as a passage of time during a single event.  Beginning with the unwrapping of gifts, to the departure of the family members, to his realization that only once had his father spoken to him, the pieces of the event are used as a whole to help convey the tone.  With each passing action, the reader realizes the listlessness with which the characters exude their emotion.

Throughout the narrative, Rodriguez supports many of the moments with parenthesized quotes detailing both the impassive chatter and the thoughts at a moment in time.  These, coupled with the description of the actions of the family members, help the reader imagine and then replicate the setting and state of the narrator’s mind.  Rodriguez also combines the narrative with language as one   would think themselves, manipulating language as to immerse the reader further in the scene.


Rodriguez writes a narrative depicting, in his own words, his attitude of himself and his family, revealing his inner sorrow that all emotion has been lost between his family members, ever after their collective dream and mother’s prediction become realized.  As the author structures the narrative as a passage of time, you begin to grasp his sadness through his method of diction and descriptions of not only the scene and its visual elements, but the thoughts of the narrator and the emotion of his characters.
