…As the ball drops

Song list:

Dick Dale: “Misirlou” (maybe something shorter?) 2:12

Steve Vai: “Bangkok”  2:46

Steve Vai: “Fire Garden Suite” 9:56

Pink Floyd: “Stop!” 0:32

Pink Floyd: “The Trial” 5:19

Violent Femmes: “Kiss Off” (not live) 2:58

Less than 23 min of actual music used

Plot:

A stream-of-conciousness movie about 5 couples in college.  

Fade in to people crowding around a building.  They are all looking up.  Cut to stock footage of a  wrecking ball destroying the building.  “…As the ball drops” cuts in under a freeze frame.  “Misirlou” plays as credits roll up, and wall fades to black.  Fade out music.  Cut to int.  C-u of radio, power button.  A hand comes into the shot as the camera pulls away.  The hand then pushes the play button on the player when we get into view.  “Bangkok,” leading into “Fire Garden” starts playing.  Cut to padded room.  Daniel is in there.  He bats at flies that are not there.  Voices are overheard.  


Daniel:

I love you baby, good night.



Cut to:

Int. Daniel’s bedroom -- night

Daniel and Denise are laying in bed together, in the dark.  


Denise:

What do you mean good night?  I asked you a question.  Now answer me honey.  Do you love me?


Daniel:

Baby, of course I love you.  Do you actually think that I would stick around with a girl that I did not love?



Cut to:

Int. Charles’ dorm room -- night

It is your typical messy dorm room.


Charles:

Of course he would.  I mean, that chick is rich.  He is poor.  A better match could not be made.


Theresa:



Charles, you are such a pig.  Is that the only reason that you date me?  I mean, how can one be so greedy.


Charles:

Well, I love you not only for your money, but for your body.  You are hot!  Rowr!

Charles bites her butt.  Theresa hits him.


Theresa:

Oh you.


Charles:

Plus, one only needs to want to take control of the world to be in my situation.



Cut to:

Int. Sleazy motel -- night


David:
I know that it is lonely at the top, that is why I am taking you with me.


June:

You are only taking me with you for the money.  Plus, I am going to spend it all anyways.


David:
You are already spending it all.  Look at all of the junk you bought.  We already could head a small country with that money.


June:

Why would you want to buy a small country?  All that poverty, and famine. 


David:

I want to fix those problems.


June:

And that is why I love you.



Cut to:

Int. Mike’s dorm room -- night

Mike and Lisa are having an intimate discussion, while Harry is talking on the phone.


Mike:

The only reason you love me is because you need control and order in your life.


Harry:

Baby, I love you.


Lisa:

Yes master.


Harry:

Of course, and you know that I would never cheat on you.


Mike:

Don’t be so sarcastic.  I only put a little control on you.  Do you remember what you were like before you met me?


Harry:

Lisa met nothing to me baby.  It was only a blow-job, and I was drunk at the time.


Lisa:

Of course I do.  I was cool, and I was free.  But, now I feel much better thank you.


Harry:

I know that it is no excuse, but I thought you had forgiven me.


Lisa:

I mean now I am this dick-whipped little bitch who is walked all over by you and your friends.


Harry:

Yeah I know baby.


Mike:

Like you are not free now.  You gave Harry that blow-job.  I forgave you for that, and that proved that you are free, didn’t it?



Cut to:


Ext. Zoo – day

Davis and June are at the zoo.  They are walking among the lions and monkyes.


David:

I don’t think that now is the appropriate time to discuss such issues.  


June:

When do you think an appropriate time to discuss these things is?


David:

When there aren’t little kids around.


June:

Oh, come on.  The little kids that are here either already know the term hummer, other than a car, or if they don’t, then they probably won’t ask.  


David:

Yeah, but you are talking about how much money I have in my bank account.  This discussion always leads to discussions about how much money I have on me.


June:

And…?



Cut to:

Int. Public park – day

Daniel and Denise are sitting on a bench together.


Daniel:

And I think that I love you.

They start making out.  Daniel puts his hand on her breast.



Cut to:

Int. College hall -- day

They are waiting to get into class.  Charles puts his hand on Theresa’s thigh, and moves to kiss Theresa.  She just gives him a peck, and then quickly pulls away.


Charles:

What’s wrong?


Theresa:

Nothing darling.


Charles:

Don’t say that, you kissed me like I was your father.


Theresa:

We don’t have to be like Denise and Daniel.  You know, the make out king and queen.


Charles:

Yeah, but a little kiss would not do much harm.


Theresa:

When we’re in private, we can do whatever we want, but in public, I hate people who slobber all over each other.


Charles:

But you gotta respect that kind of thing.



Cut to:

Int. Mike’s dorm room -- night

Mike and Harry are sitting on a chair playing Playstation.


Mike:

No you don’t.  She said that she was over that sort of thing, and so, she should never bring it up again.


Harry:

But her determination is just so respectful, and sexy.


Mike:

It is just damn pitiful.  Get rid of her.  Be free.  You are too young to be tied down.  I can go out and flirt, or do other things, and my girlfriend won’t care.


Harry:

That is because your girl is so dedicated and whipped that if she dared to care, you would demean her.


Mike:

We are not that bad.



Cut to:

Int. Lisa and June’s dorm room -– night

Lisa and June are sitting on the edge of their beds.


June:

You’re pitiful.  Look at you.  Just waiting there by the phone for your pitiful boyfriend to call.


Lisa:

But, at least I am not a greedy bitch like you.


June:

Hey, just because I would do anything for a buck, doesn’t mean I would compromise my intelligence or my will just for a man who has no money.


Lisa:

Like money is everything.


June:

Honey, with a strong will, and lots of money, you can rule the world.


Lisa:

But I am the center of my world as it is, and I like it that way.


June:

Yes, but everybody’s world does not revolve around you.



Cut to:

Int. Charles’ dorm room -- night

Charles is reading in bed, and David is watching TV with headphones.


David:

You’re right, it revolves around us.


Charles:

…and money makes it go round?


David:

Damn straight.


Charles:

Well, it doesn’t work like that with me.  I don’t need loads of money, I just want to have fun.


David:

Doesn’t that require money?


Charles:

Not all the time.  We can have fun all by ourselves.


David:

Yeah, but frequently money comes in handy for those times by yourselves what with the need of ropes and leather.


Charles:

But, I am not into that kind of thing.


David:

Neither am I, but its fun though, isn’t it?



Cut to:

Int. Coffee shop –- day

Denise and Theresa are sitting across from each other with textbooks between them.


Denise:

No, teaching students who don’t care about the topic is not fun.  Would you have fun if your job was to be ignored while you were talking about a topic you cared about?


Theresa:

Well, no.  But, if I was able to work with my boyfriend, then I would be in heaven.  


Denise:

I know, but I don’t think that we would get anything done.  We would have to be near each other every minute of every day, not teaching the kids.


Theresa:

Hey, at least you would be getting paid for doing that kind of thing.


Denise:

Yeah, I know, but how long would it last?  Plus, he feels so good.


Theresa:

But do you have to touch every single minute of every day?



Cut to:

Int. Daniel’s bedroom -- night

Denise and Daniel are naked in bed together.



Daniel:

But, it is a symbol of our love.  That is us shouting to the world, hey be like us, love each other.


Denise:

Yeah, I know, Theresa is just so sheltered.


Daniel:

And, how does she know about us anyway?


Denise:

Well, we became friends, because she took an interest in what I was saying, and is actually intelligent.

Int. Theresa’s bedroom –- night

Charles and Theresa are sitting on a couch watching “Friday the 13th.”


Theresa:

I don’t care if she is as dumb as a board, I don’t want our relationship turning into something as superficial as that.


Charles:

I agree.  Who needs money anyway?  We can have just as good a time rolling around in the park than they can have in an expensive hotel, or at a spa.


Theresa:

I dunno, I don’t really want to do it in the park.  I mean with all of those people watching, and all those bugs and thorns up your ass.


Charles:

No, what I meant was we could have just as much fun on the couch, or on the floor.  Nothing too kinky, but experimental.  You know.


Theresa:

Actually the floor would be kind of fun.  But we’re not a kinky couple now.


Charles:

Do you think we’re kinky?



Cut to:

Int. David’s bedroom –- night

David and June are in bed naked together.


June:

Yes, of course I love you.


David:

Then why do you need all of our money?


June:

Why do YOU need all of the money?  I mean just because you work to earn all of the money doesn’t mean that you get to spend all of it.  I need some too.


David:

Why can’t you work too, so we can have more money.


June:

I will not be commoned.


David:

You’re already a white-collar citizen, you’re already commoned.  So, work.


June:

Won’t my hand, which you love to hold your dick, get all rough and tough, too much for sex?



Cut to:

Int. Harry’s bedroom –- night

Harry is sitting in the dark watching TV as he talks on the phone.  The camera cuts between the Harry, and what he watches.  He is watching “Love Stinks.”


Karen:


(v.o.)

No, of course not, I don’t mind.


Harry:

You always mind.  I can tell when you mind, and you mind right now.


Karen:


(v.o.)

Listen baby, I would tell you when I mind what you do, and this time I really don’t mind.


Harry:

Are you sure?


Karen:


(v.o.)

Of course I am sure.  Go out with those little whore friends of yours.  I would never mind what you do, except for that blow-job you neglected to tell me you planned.


Harry:

But baby, that was an accident.  Why do you always do this to me?


Karen:


(v.o.)

Me doing this to you?!  Did I go and have some random guy eat me out?  Did I go and have an affair?


Harry:

I though you were over this.  We were drunk.


Karen:

I am over this.  This is just my worries coming out in a discussion format.  I forgave you, and trust you completely.  The situation does not scare me.  But, you shouldn’t go.



Cut to:

Int. Harry’s bedroom –- night/

Int. Daniel’s bedroom –- night/

Int. Bedroom -- day

Split screen.  Daniel is on the left, and Harry is on the right.  C-u of orig stereo in the middle.  A finger is coming away from the fast-forward button.  Pink Floyd’s “Stop!” leading into “The Trial” starts playing.  Harry and Daniel close in the stereo and share a split-screen.  Both Henry start stripping, and the camera moves to behind them.  They get naked, and walk out the door in front of them.  They open the door, just as the door in the song creaks open.  (37-40 seconds)



Cut to:

Int. Harry’s living room -- night

Harry walks through the door.  Mike and Lisa are sitting on the couch, and are holding the phone up high.



Cut to:

Int. Daniel’s living room –- night

Daniel walks through the door.  June, David, and Denise are sitting down on the couches all facing him.  The camera swoops quickly around to go from their point of view to his point of view.



Cut to:

Int. Courtroom –- night

Charles and Theresa are lighted up as the judges at the podium.



Cut to:

Int. Daniel’s living room –- night

Denise is now facing Daniel.


Denise:

Daniel, we never talk anymore.  We always just make out and have sex.  Is that all I am to you?  Am I just a slab of meat?  Why do you think that I have no brains?  Why don’t you talk to me?  Daniel, I am talking to you.

June switches places with Denise.


June:

Why couldn’t you guys just care about superficial things?  You could have had a better relationship than you did.  You could have been like me and my darling.  All we care about is money, and we are still together.

Denise switches places with June.


Denise:

Danny, you never took me anywhere.  Dannnnny.  Why couldn’t we spend any money every now and then?  We were never that poor were we?  I mean, I know I said that money does not matter to me, but I need to be lavished every now and then too!

David switches places with Denise.


David:

Bud, you just plain suck.  You can’t keep a girlfriend.  You don’t care about money.  You don’t care about fortune, or health.  You won’t do anything that costs.  You think that greed ruined the world, but love will save it.  You people just bite.

Denise switches places with David.


Denise:

I mean, how could you lose the easiest piece of ass on this campus.  It does not take much to please me, but you lost it.  And, I don’t know who you think you are, losing your mind like this, but this is one free trip I will not go on with you.  I am long gone, on to my next boyfriend.



Cut to:

Int. Courtroom –- night

Charles and Theresa look at each other, and shake their heads.  They start scribbling on a sheet of paper.  They then look back up.



Cut to:

Int. Harry’s living room –- night

Lisa walks up to Harry, and hands him the phone.  He holds it up to his ear.


Karen:


(v.o.)

Harry, you son of a bitch.  I can’t believe that you would cheat on me.  And, you can never tell what I am feeling.  You are a cold-hearted son of a bitch.  Why don’t you like me?  We are never the same.  I give you chance after chance, and you still don’t respect the way I do things.

Lisa walks up to Harry.


Lisa:

You are so stupid.  You are like me.  You are caught in such a miserable relationship.  Yet you stay in it out of love.  Remember that blow-job that I gave you.  That should have meant something.  I was hoping that would pull you out of that shitty relationship that you were in.  


Mike:

Shut up bitch.

Lisa sits back down, obediently.


Karen:


(v.o.)

You bastard.  I loved you.  Remember all the times you put me to sleep.  You would sit there on the phone.  Remember the old times.  Why does school matter to you more than I do?  Why does anything other than me matter?  I am the only thing that should matter.

Mike walks up to Harry.


Mike:

You stupid jerk.  You should have taken my advice.  You should have taken control of your relationship with that bitch Karen.  With her it was always baby this and forgive me that.  Christ, you were such a push-over pussy-whipped baby when it came to her.  But, now you’re learning your lesson.  You deserve what you get, you asshole.

Mike sits back down.


Karen:


(v.o.)

Why didn’t you call more often?  I never talk to you.  You never call, we only talk for a few hours per day, I never see you, and there is no surrogate for this.  I never meant for any of this to happen.  You never complimented me, and why didn’t you ever decide on anything you wanted.  You were such a baby.



Cut to:

Int. Courtroom –- night

Charles and Theresa are on the podium, they look at each other and shake their heads.  They scribble on their paper.  Daniel takes up the bottom half of the screen, and Charles looks up.


Charles:

You, Daniel.  You were always too caught up in your romanticized idea of love.  You never did anything right, and constantly made everybody suffer.  You and your hugging and kissing, and cheapskate ways.  You are condemned o your own thoughts for a lifetime.

The picture of the courtroom moves down, and Harry takes up the top half of the picture.  Theresa looks up.


Theresa:

And you, Harry.  You never had any control over your life.  You never should have any relations with anybody living, or thinking.  Your bitch of a girlfriend had you wrapped around her little finger.  You are condemned to live a life of celibacy.

Int. Harry’s living room –- night

This image takes up the whole picture.  Everybody in the room has disappeared.  Harry has a nervous breakdown.  He starts crying and throwing the phone around.  He then curls down into a fetal position on the floor, crying.



Cut to:

Int. Insane asylum –- day

Harry is laying in a fetal position crying.  He then bashes himself against the room.  Finally defeated, he sits down, legs splayed, and runs his hand through his hair.



Cut to:

Int. Bedroom –- day

The hand then pushes fast-forward on the radio.  The music changes to Violent Femmes’ “Kiss Off” The screen turns to black, as the credits roll on the screen.

