Album Analyses:

The Downward Spiral

This is the story of a character who loses himself by systematically rejecting everything in the world around him.  It culminates in the killing of his old self.

There are 4 ways of analyzing the album.  1 is for everybody to do it personally.  3 have plots.    The first is taking everysong as individual.  The second is the pairing of everysong with the one following/preceding it (1-2, 3-4, etc).  The final is a twist on the second.  It pairs Mr. Self Destruct with I will analyze one of them.

Analyzation 1:

Track 1: Mr. Self Destruct – Takes place in the future.  The main character is about to kill his old self, and is telling how pure and corrupt he is to his old self.  Informs where the album is going, and abbreviates everything.

Track 2: Piggy - The start of the story.  The main character is rejected by somebody or something that he adores (parents, society as a whole, significant other, etc.).  He starts forming his private shell.

Track 3: Heresy – This is about the main character’s rejection of religion and christianity in the face of conformist values.  The story is that he is put down by a priest or the religion as a whole, and he rejects it, screaming at them that the religion is wrong “God is dead.”

Track 4: March of the Pigs – Character here is almost like the anti-barker.  He sees a crowd clamoring to get at something, violent or pop cultural.  They almost kill each other for it, yet enjoy themselves.  He rejects them by not participating, but is sarcastic towards them.  When it is all over, they (the pigs) are satisfied.  He rejects society.

Track 5: Closer – Pop culture tries enticing him to participate.  Culture wants to rape his mind, but, in the end, he rejects culture as well.

Track 6: Ruiner – There are 3 parts to this song: 1 – anger/disbelief/defeat, 2 - rejection/wrath (which  is stifled by something), and 3 – Awe.  Seems to be about drugs, but he doesn’t like it, and rejects it.  He tries to tell others, but they stifle him.

Track 7: The Becoming – This is where we first see him as two identities.  We see his old self splitting away from his new self.  

Track 8: I Do Not Want This – There are two voices in this song. The first voice is the bulk of the song.  It is tired, defeated.  It is the “old self” coming through.  He is looking to somebody for help, but does not “qualify.”  He rejects selfish “world-help” with his second voice.  He can do it himself, and is his own God.

Track 9: Big Man With a Gun – Laced with acid irony.  The main character is being tortured (by himself or another) and held hostage with a gun.  He rejects violence against others in this song.

Track 10: A Warm Place – No lyrics to this song.  Mainly a place for the main character to rest and recuperate.  Somebody, a guardian angel or muse, finds him and helps him out.

Track 11: Eraser – This is the song about sex.  He is singing to a prostitute or a girlfriend.  However, he can’t deal with her mentally, so he urges her to kill him.

Track 12: Reptile – His last rejection.  His rejection of world consciousness.  He knows that he wants to change and belong, but ultimately they have a mutual rejection.

Track 13: The Downward Spiral – The complete and final split of the two selves.  The new self shoots the old self, who lays there dying.  The climax of the album.

Track 14: Hurt – The coda to the album.  He is saying look at what I have done, I have killed everything, and I don’t think I am any better for it.  He did things wrong, and would change it if he could.

Analyzation 2:

Tracks 1&2: MSD & Piggy – Together these can make a potent dichotomy of the two selves that we will come to know.  MSD is the new self, and Piggy is the old self.  They fight each other.

Tracks 3&4: Heresy & MOTP – Together these are the ultimate rejection of religion.  First religion is rejected.  Then the masses rebel against him, and he rejects the cults and madified religions.

Tracks 5&6: Closer & Ruiner – Placing these together form the idea of sex that everybody likes.  First he rejects the girl, and then rejects his own sexuality.

Tracks 7&8: The Becoming & IDNWT – This is the noticing of the other sides.  They fight, and he doesn’t want to split off, or become the corrupt self.  He would rather stay the same.

Tracks 9&10: BMWAG and A Warm Place – On the cassette, these are on opposite sides.  It seems that the character was attacked, escaped, and entered a place where he could hide.

Tracks 11&12: Eraser & Reptile – The ultimate rejection of companionship.  Mainly by females.  

Tracks 13&14: TDS and Hurt – Suicide followed by regret.

Analyzation 3:

Track 2: Piggy - The start of the story.  The main character is rejected by somebody or something that he adores (parents, society as a whole, significant other, etc.).  He starts forming his private shell.

Track 3: Heresy – This is about the main character’s rejection of religion and christianity in the face of conformist values.  The story is that he is put down by a priest or the religion as a whole, and he rejects it, screaming at them that the religion is wrong “God is dead.”

Tracks 4&5: MOTP & Closer – The rejection of the mass of people followed by the rejection of their culture.

Tracks 6&7: Ruiner & The Becoming – This seems to be the two sides coming apart.  Ruiner has the identification of the 2nd self, and The Becoming is the hiding of the first self.  

Tracks 8&9: IDNWT & BMWAG: First he is losing it.  Then he becomes hostile, and an angry person.  

Tracks 10&11: A Warm Place & Eraser – He finds help from somebody, but then decides that he wants the opposite, and asks to be killed.

Tracks 12&13: Reptile & TDS – The final rejection of something.  Then he kills his first self.

Tracks 1&14: MDS & Hurt – Both looks on the story.  The first by the charcater who dominated the story and was the prevailer.  The second by the victim, and the original self, or regret.
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