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For Immediate Release

SHORTER ROUTE, FASTER ROAD TO AWARENESS OF THE SEVERITY OF FOOD ALLERGIES:
The Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network Sponsors Michigan’s First Annual 

Moving Toward A Cure Walk 

Newly named Chairwoman and Committees recruiting volunteers and seeking area sponsorships 

(Detroit, MI, March 22, 2006) A group of motivated area residents from the Metro Detroit area are joining together to organize a fund-raising walk to build public awareness and raise money to help protect children with life-threatening food allergies.  The Walk, one of nearly 15 around the country between August and November, will take place Saturday, August 26 at 9:00 AM at Kensington Metropark in Milford, MI. 
Melinda Miller of Clawson, Michigan is Vice-President of the Circle of Food Allergic Families (www.geocities.com/cofafdetroit/home), and will chair The Walk.  As the mother of a 4 ½ year-old boy with multiple food allergies, Miller is acutely aware of food allergy issues. The Walk, will benefit FAAN in its efforts to raise funds to provide education and advocacy, and to advance research on behalf of all Americans affected by food allergies and anaphylaxis. More than 11 million Americans suffer from food allergies, including 2 million school-aged children, and the numbers are increasing.

“Thirty years ago, food allergies were almost unheard of, especially life-threatening ones. Now, one in 25 Americans is affected by food allergies. Families nationwide and the healthcare industry are working to address this serious healthcare issue,” said Miller.  The Walk is definitely a step in the right direction to help inform the public of the serious nature of food allergies.  

The Walk will be sponsored locally by SupplyDen of Rochester Hills (www.supplyden.com) -- a supplier of janitorial and packaging products.  “SupplyDen is passionate about raising awareness about food allergies and making the world safer for those who have them,” says Oliver Denoff, President of SupplyDen. Oliver and Tina Denoff have a 7 year-old daughter, who has lived her life with several food allergies including dairy, wheat, corn, peanuts and tree nuts.  With complete avoidance of these foods, she, luckily, has been able to outgrow some of the allergies. However, the life-threatening peanut and tree nut allergies may stay with her for life.  There is only a 20% chance she may ever outgrow these.

Eight foods account for 90% of all reactions in the United States: milk, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts (walnuts, almonds, pistachios, etc.), wheat, soy, fish, and shellfish (lobster, shrimp, etc.).  Food-allergic reactions result in over 30,000 emergency room visits each year.  It is estimated that between 150 and 200 people die annually from anaphylaxis to food; including children and young adults.  There is no cure for food allergies.  Complete avoidance of the allergy-causing foods, including cross-contaminants and encounters through touch or smell, are the only way to prevent a reaction.

“The launch of FAAN’s Moving Toward A Cure Walks is an important nationwide educational step.  With more and more Americans reporting food allergies, especially among children, there is an increased need for widespread awareness of the serious nature of food allergies,” said Anne Muñoz-Furlong, Founder and CEO of FAAN.  “Of those 2 million children with a known food allergy, 600,000 are believed to be allergic to peanuts.  We are experiencing an increased need for education and research. The Michigan Walk has an energetic team of organizers who will bring together the community to increase understanding and awareness of the importance of life-threatening food allergies and enjoy a fun-filled day.”   
For interview opportunities or volunteer/sponsorship interest, please contact 

Melinda Miller at 248-563-3748 or at cofafmelinda@yahoo.com
To sign up for the Michigan Walk on August 26, please go to www.foodallergy.org
http://www.foodallergy.org/Support/Walk/walk.html
About FAAN

Founded in 1991, The Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network (FAAN) is the world leader in food allergy information. FAAN, a nonprofit organization based in Fairfax, VA, is dedicated to increasing public awareness about food allergy and anaphylaxis, to providing education, and to advancing research on behalf of all those affected by food allergies. The organization has just under 30,000 members in the United States, Canada and 62 other countries.

FAAN provides information about food allergy and educational resources to patients, their families, schools, health professionals, pharmaceutical companies, the food industry, and government officials. Educational materials published by FAAN are reviewed for medical accuracy by the FAAN Medical Advisory Board, which is comprised of 14 of the country’s leaders in food allergy science and medicine. In addition to printed materials, FAAN also sponsors awareness programs such as Food Allergy Awareness Week, Food Allergy Conferences, and the Mariel C. Furlong Awards for Making a Difference, as well as fund-raising walks across the country. Education materials and information about special programs are also available online at www.foodallergy.org, www.fankids.org, and www.fanteen.org. 

About Supply Den

SupplyDen is Michigan’s premier supplier of packaging, paper, and professional janitorial supplies and chemicals. Established in 2001, by Oliver Denoff, SupplyDen serves various industries such as health care organizations, manufactures, retailers and government entities, including educational facilities and school districts. We offer completely customizable supply programs, as well as a full line of health-conscious and “green” products that promote the well-being and safety of people and the environment. For more information, call (248) 299-9400 or visit www.supplyden.com.
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LOCAL MEDIA CONTACT: Alyssa Cohen 


248-420-1447 or � HYPERLINK mailto:promotingalyco@aol.com ��acohen@nederlanderdetroit.com�





FAAN MEDIA CONTACT: Lauren Lawson


703-563-3052 or llawson@foodallergymail.org











