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Objectives: Autism (Au) is a disorder of problems and/or retardation in social and language development. The symptoms of Au is considered to be in a spectrum and recent studies report that the autistic spectrum disorders (ASD) occurs in almost 0.5% of children in the general population. Although most of the disorders in ASD, such as Asperger Syndrome was first described in the first half of 20th century, they are mostly known by general population in the last quarter of 20th century. In recent years, by many parents and teachers the word “autistic” is used to define a specific pattern of mental retardation. Lay media usually promote lots of alternative treatments for ASD. This research study was conducted to investigate misunderstanding and stigmatization on ASD among parents and teachers. Method: This multi-centeral study is carried out in 8 different child and adolescent psychiatry clinic, which were selected to be representative all geographical regions of Turkey. A semi-stuctured questionnaire, which includes open-ended and multiple choise questions, as well as “yes or no” and “true or false” questions, is formed. Each center applied this questionnaire to all parents and randomly selected primary school teachers in a period of time. The study involved more than one thousand parents and several hundred teachers. This poster presents the preliminary results. Results: While 88%of teachers report that they are informed about ADS, 44% of parents report that they have never heard Au. Preliminary results show that television is the major source of information for teachers (TR): 69%, and parents (PR): 56%. Most of the teachers (40%) and parents (28%) assume Au as a developmental disorder that the basic symptoms are “poor eye contact” and “repetetive movements”. While teachers second common assumption for basic symptoms of Au includes problems of “communication” and “social interaction”, parents’ second common assumption is “a disorder of mental retardation”. Both TR (88%) and PR (89%) assume special education as the first choise for effective treatment. 56% teachers and 70% of parents believe that autistic children have extraordinary skills, 70% the teachers and 64% of parents believe that sypmtoms of Au can never totally improve. Conclusion: The overall results indicate that teachers, as well as parents have large numbers of wrong assumptions and misunderstanding about symptoms and treatment of ASD. Basic symptoms of ASD are confused with mental retardation, there are high amount of pessimistic assumptions about outcome and prognosis of the disorder. 
