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The Value Of The Whole Body

Introduction:

I. Paul gave Timothy instructions concerning genealogies.

A. 1 Timothy 1:1-4 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope; 2 Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do. 
B. The Jewish nation put a lot of energy into preserving genealogies.
1. They knew that the Messiah was to come through the Jewish nation.

2. Therefore, they kept meticulous recordings of their family trees.

C. However, Paul instructs Timothy to not be over concerned with these.

1. 
The Messiah had already come.

2. Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  

3. Since the Messiah had come already there was no need to continue keeping these records
4. Also, History tells us that all these records were destroyed with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70ad at the hands of the Romans.
D. Paul gives something else to be more concerned with.

1.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  

2. Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
II. 
However, it is my contention that we have taken this admonition too far.


A.
We have developed the habit of simply ignoring the genealogies in the Bible.


B.
Sometimes it is because we cannot read the names which are written.


C.
Sometimes we just don’t want to take the time to figure them out.

E. We may feel that they are a waste of space – or filler material.

F. But have you ever known God to do anything without a reason?

G. There is a reason why these Genealogies are written in the Bible.

1. 
We do need to be careful and not used genealogies for things they were not meant to be used for.

2. However, there are some good uses that can be made of them.

3. One, we can use genealogies to assign dates to certain things

(Creation, flood, etc.)

4. But, there is another that I want to focus upon today.

5. However, I don’t want to reveal what that purpose is just yet.

6. Rather, I’d prefer to show you what I am talking about.

DISCUSSION:

I. 
Let’s take a journey though the genealogy of Christ as recorded by Matthew (ch1:1-17).


A.
v.2 Abraham.

1.
Genesis 12:1-3 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

2. Thus begins the Nation of Israel.

3. Abram called out from his family, from idol worship, to serve the Living God.

4. We know that Abram was not a perfect man, but he worshiped and served Jehovah.

5. In Genesis 14:13 we find that Abraham was the first person called a Hebrew.

6. Because of his devotion he is called Father of the Faithful.

7. Genesis 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 
8. Abraham was one of the greatest men who ever lived.
B.
v.3 Thamar

1. 
This Thamar is the same as Tamar found in Gen 38.

2. Tamar was initially the wife of Er, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob.

3. Before Tamar bare any children, Er died.

4. Because of the Levirate law, Onan was to marry Tamar and raise children to the name of Er his brother.

5. However, Onan refused to raise up children to Er and God struck him dead.

6. Judah asked Tamar to remain a widow and when the next son, Shelah, was old enough, he would be given her in Onan’s place.

7. She did as Judah asked, however, Judah did not hold up his end of the deal.

8. Therefore, Tamar took things into her own hands.

9. She dressed up as a harlot and tricked Judah into having a child by her.

10. And thus continued the lineage of Christ.

C.
v.5 Rachab

1.
This Rachab is the same as Rahab the harlot found in Joshua 2.

2. Rahab hid the two spies who were sent to spy on the city of Jericho.

3. When the men of the city asked about the spies, she lied about knowing where they were.

4. She betrayed her own people.

5. And then she made a covenant with the spies to save her and her family alive when they took the city.

D.
v.6 David

1.
Probably one of the most recognized names in all the Bible.

2. He began his public life by slaying Goliath with the help of God.

3. He became the second earthly King of Israel – a man of War.

4. He wrote many psalms that we still quote today.

5. Acts 13:22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. 
6. David was a man of honor – would not lift his hand against God’s anointed.
7. David was a man of passion – When he found he was wrong, he repented quickly with tears.
E.
v.6 Solomon

1.
The son of David and the next earthly King of Israel.

2. He is known as one of the wisest men who ever lived upon the earth.

3. When Solomon took the throne, God appeared to him in a dream and asked Solomon what he would that God should do for him.

4. Solomon’s answer is a legend in the greatest sense of the word.

5. Solomon answered, 1 Kings 3:7-9 And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?  
6. Solomon asked for “Wisdom” so he could lead the people in the right path.
7. Because of this, God gives him wisdom, but also wealth and honor.
F.
v.9 Ezekias

1.
The name Ezekias is the Greek form for the name Hezekiah.

2. Hezekiah was the son of Ahaz, one of the most wicked kings of all Israel.

3. However, Hezekiah set out to be exactly what his father was not – Obedient to God.

4. With Hezekiah’s ascent to the throne there began a period of spiritual revival in which he was encouraged by one of the most noble of the Hebrew prophets – Isaiah.

5. Hezekiah had to face his impending death knowing that it was coming.

2 Kings 20:1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.  

6. Therefore, Hezekiah immediately set his face against the wall and prayed to God for his life to be lengthened.

7. His answer came through the prophet Isaiah that it would be lengthened 15 years.

8. However, this may have been his downfall.

9. Soon after, the king of Babylon sent letters and a present to Hezekiah because of his sickness.

10. Hezekiah was so lifted up with pride that he showed the messengers all the things of his house.

11. Because of this act of pride, they would be carried away into Babylonian captivity for 70 years.

H. v.10  Josias

1.
This is Josiah the boy king who took the throne at the age of eight.

2. Unlike his father Amon and his grandfather Manasseh, he sought after God, to do his will.

3. He took on him his ancestor David the king as his role model.

4. At the age of twenty he drove out of the land all forms of idolatry.

5. At the age of twenty-six he began to rebuild and repair the Temple of God.

6. During the cleaning of the Temple, there was a copy of the Law discovered and brought to him.

7. Upon reading the book, Josiah tore his cloths and commanded his servant, 

2 Chronicles 34:21 Go, enquire of the LORD for me, and for them that are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found: for great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do after all that is written in this book. 

8. Upon hearing the word of God, Josiah decided he needed to do all that was commanded him.

I. v.16  Joseph
1.
Joseph was the husband of the virgin Mary the mother of Jesus.

2. We want to mention Joseph because he was a man of courage.

3. In that day, they had the custom being engaged (espoused) for a whole year.

4. This was to give time for the Messiah to be born by the hand of God.

5. During this time, they were considered married.  If they came together and had a child, there was nothing that was said.

6. However, Mary became “with child” and it wasn’t Joseph’s child.

7. Joseph was going to “put her away” (divorce) her privately.

8. However, the angel of God told him what had happened and he followed the instructions of God.

9. Joseph had the courage to follow God’s plan even though it was possible for someone to find out that the child was not his and bring shame and maybe even death upon her or maybe even both of them.

II. What does all this mean to us today  - We learn the Value of the Whole Body of Christ.


A.
No matter who you are, you are not useless to God.



1.
As we look over the genealogy of Christ we learn God can use every one of us.

2. Read with me – 1 Cor 12:11-31

3. We were never meant to be all the same.

4. The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit are all equal – but have different works.

5. The Man and the Woman are equal in God’s eyes, but have different roles.

6. Each member of the body is equal and precious in God’s eyes, but we do different things.

B.
Don’t get the idea that God condones the things wrong that people did in the past.

1.
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

2. However, God will forgive any sin that we repent of.

3. 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
C.
Think about the kinds of people that Christ was able to use in the first century.


1.
Peter was a fisherman.

2. Matthew was a tax collector.

3. Luke was a physician.

4. Paul was, in times past, a persecutor of the church. Consented to the death of Steven.

5. Listen to Paul’s summation of the Corinthians:

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

CONCLUSION:

I. With these things in mind always be mindful of how useful that:


A.
Widows might can be to God 


B.
Thimble of Dorcas can be to God  - Ac 9


C.
Cup of water for the weary – Mt 25


D.
Warm place to rest like Lydia offered – Ac 16


E.
Ox-goad like the one that Shamgar used to kill 600 Philistines.

II. 
Whatever you have to offer God, it is enough, if you offer it with your heart & might.

III. 
Therefore, What will you give to Jesus today?

IV.
How will you allow him to use you in the service of His kingdom?

