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Who Should Be Re-Baptized?

INTRODUCTION:

I. 
Acts 19:1-7 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He said unto them,  Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him,  We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 7 And all the men were about twelve. KJV


A. There must be certain conditions under which people should be re-baptized.

B. 
These people had been baptized, yet under the supervision of an inspired apostle, they were re-baptized.


C. 
What was wrong with their former baptism?

II. According to the context, they had likely been baptized by Apollos.


A. 
But Appollos knew only the baptism of John.

B.
Acts 18:24-27 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: KJV

III. John’s baptism was not by the authority (or in the name) of Christ.

A. 
Luke 24:46-47 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. KJV

B. 
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. KJV

C. 
Acts 19:4-5  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. KJV

V. 
John’s baptism was upon a promise to believe in Christ when He came.


A. 
However, the Great Commission baptism is upon faith in Christ who has come.

B. 
Therefore, these twelve were baptized over in order to obtain the baptism of the Great Commission.


C. 
The baptism of John was scriptural while it was in force.


D.
But it was no good after the Great Commission went into force.

DISCUSSION:

I. Therefore, we ask the question, “Who Should Be Re-Baptized Today?”


A. All who like the twelve at Ephesus were not baptized in the name of Christ.

1. 
Acts 19:4-5 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. KJV



2. 
People do not practice the baptism of John today.

3. 
However, people do practice baptisms which are not in force, or are not scriptural in other ways.




(Baptism into a denomination, Baptism because of the remission of sins, etc.)


B. 
All who were baptized without faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ


1. 
Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. KJV



2. 
If a person does not have faith, he is not a fit candidate for baptism.



3.
What do infants believe?


C. 
All who were not properly taught before baptism should be re-baptized.

1.
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. KJV



2. 
How much does a person have to know before baptism?



3.
How much did they know in the first century before baptism?



4. 
On the Day of Pentecost they knew: 

They were guilty of sin, They had to believe in Christ, They had to repent, 

(maybe in context confession),They had to be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins.



5. 
Why would we want to bind anything else on them or take anything away.


D. 
All who were not obeying from the heart.

1. 
Romans 6:17-18 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. KJV



2.
Some people simply put on an outward show to impress people.


E. 
All who did not gladly receive the word at first.

1. 
Acts 2:36-41 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. KJV



2. 
A person who did not gladly receive the word at first, can repent.


F. 
All who had not repented of sin.

1. 
Mark 1:4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  KJV

2. 
Luke 3:3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; KJV

3. 
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. KJV


G. 
All who have not confessed faith in Christ.

1.
Acts 8:36-39 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,  that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. KJV

2.
Romans 10:8-10But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

3. 
Philippians 2:11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. KJV

4. 
John 12:42-43 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 43 For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. KJV


H. 
All who were baptized while unbelieving infants.

1. 
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. KJV

2.
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. KJV

3. 
Acts 18:8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. KJV



4.
Infants do not need baptism, but are safe.

5.
Ezekiel 28:15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. KJV

6.
Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. KJV

7.
Matthew 18:1-4 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. KJV


I. 
Those who were not baptized “for the remission of sins” 

1.
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. KJV

2.
Acts 22:16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. KJV

J.
Those who did not first know the truth nor understand it, and were baptized in ignorance of the command, should be re-baptized.

A. 
Matthew 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. KJV



B. 
John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. KJV

C. 
1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: KJV


K. 
Those baptized merely to get into some denominational church.

A. 
Romans 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  KJV

B. 
Galatians 3:26-27 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
C.
1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  KJV


L. 
Those who were not buried and raised in the act, or not immersed.

A. 
Romans 6:4-5 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 
B. 
Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. KJV

C.
Acts 8:38-39 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,  that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. KJV

II. Likewise, There are some people who should not be Re-Baptized.


A. 
Those who have been baptized according to the foregoing proofs.


B.
Those who know they thus obeyed.

1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: KJV


C. 
Those who thus obeyed and later sinned.



1. 
Acts 8:13-24
2. 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. KJV


D. 
Those who thus obeyed, but were baptized by someone in error.



1. 
Baptism does not depend on the one doing the baptizing, if done correctly.



2. 
The stipulations are upon the one being baptized.


E. 
If a person has obeyed, but now in some denomination.



1. 
That person can come out and be separate.



2.
And belong only to the church of Christ.

3. 
Romans 16:16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you. KJV

CONCLUSSION:

I. 
Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. KJV

II.
Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess, Be Baptized, Live Faithfully.

