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Three Great Mysteries of Mankind

INTRODUCTION:

I. 
Mysteries have been a part of our lives from early childhood.

A. Boys wonder how clocks work.

B. Girls wonder why boys wonder how clocks work.

C. We start off reading Sherlock Holms stories and trying to figure them out before the end of the story.

D. We then graduate into novels of mystery.

II. 
However, there are some mysteries that there are no answers for.

A. Where did God come from?

B. Why was Christ the only sacrifice that was good enough?

C. Where is Heaven?

D. The answers are not given.

E. Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

III.
The Mysteries that we want to deal with do have answers.

A. Many times a thing remains a mystery, not because there is no answer…

B. But, because we either, 

1. Don’t know where to find the answer

2. or – Don’t / won’t accept the answer when it is found.

C. The Mysteries we are going to examine are:

1. Where did I come from?

2. Why am I here?

3. Where am I going?

DISCUSSION:

I. 
Where Did I Come From?
A. There have been many answers given to this answer.

1. Father & Mother (can be a mystery to some in certain situations)

2. Ethnicity (what country or nationality are you)

3. Evolution (you came from a wad of slime – and that by chance)

B. However, the correct answer is this – You Came From God!

1. Matthew 19:4 Jesus said, “Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,”
2. Genesis 1:28 “…and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.” 

3. Genesis 3:20 And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.  

4. Since Eve is the mother of all living, you are necessarily a descendent of Adam and Eve.

5. Therefore, we all have a common ancestry physically speaking.

6. But we also have a common ancestry spiritually speaking.

7. Matthew 10:28 makes a distinction between the Soul and the Body.

8. Hebrews 12:9 tells us that God is the Father of Spirits

9. Ecclesiastes 12:7 tells us that God gave us our Spirits

10. Therefore, we are both physical and spiritual beings.

C. That is the answer to the first Great Mystery of Mankind – We Come From God.

II. 
Why Am I Here?
A. People have searched far and wide to find an answer to their liking.

1. Many search for “inner peace”

2. Others search for drugs

3. Some are looking for that perfect job

4. Still others think that the “Cosmos” has control over them

B. Many believe that God has a special plan for them.

1. Take a look at the life of Joseph.

a. Sold, became ruler, saved his house

b. God did have a plan for him.

2. Abraham.

a. Genesis 12:1-3  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
b. Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
3. God also had a plan for Pharaoh

a. God speaking through Moses said:

b. Exodus 9:15-16 For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 16 And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.  
c. What God has in mind may not be to our liking.
C. The fact is God does have a plan for you.

1. He wants you to serve and worship Him.

2. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

3. Our worship and service to Him must be according to His will.

4. John 4:23-24 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
5. Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
6. God has had this plan for you since the foundation of the World.
7. Matthew 25:34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
8. Ephesians 1:4-5 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
D. This the answer to the second question – Worship and Serve God

III. 
Where Am I Going?
A. Some have termed this question in differing ways.

1. What is my destiny?

Often asked by those who believe that the “stars and planets” are somehow ordering their lives.

2. What is my fate?

Often asked by those who believe in “fatalism” = that whatever will be will be.

B. “What is there after this life?”

1. Is this life all there is?

2. Paul, speaking of the fact of the resurrection, made a point about this life being all there is.

3. 1 Corinthians 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

4. Acts 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 
5. It would be impossible to believe in God if you don’t believe in Spirit.
6. John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
7. What is there after this life?
C. Our destiny is a topic of the most serious import.

1. Chinese proverb says, “If you don’t change your direction, you are bound to wind up where you are headed.”
2. Matthew 7:13-14 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  

3. Our destiny is up to us – We choose either “Life” or “Destruction”

4. Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
5. Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
6. Heaven is Real – Our Lord promised in John 14
7. John 14:1-3  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
8. Hell is Real also – Our Lord promised.
9. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,  8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 
D. Where Am I Going?

1. The answer is up to me.

2. Your answer is up to you.

CONCLUSION:

I. 
Three Questions:

A. Where did I come from?

B. Why am I here?

C. Where am I going?

II. 
The questions are joined together.

A. When people find the answer to the first, they will be led to the answer of the second.

B. The problem, however, is when men do not accept the answers they find true.

III. 
With all these questions and answers, we need to make sure we understand something very important.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
