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Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Matthew 11:28

INTRODUCTION:

1. 
The context of Matthew 11:28


a. 
The chapter begins with John.



1) vs. 1-6 John sends his disciples to see Jesus.




a) John knew who Jesus was - 

John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  KJV




b. But his disciples needed to know.

2) 
vs. 7-19 Jesus uses John as an object lesson to show that the Jews had not accepted the message of God.

3) 
vs. 20-24 Jesus compares their response to the preaching of the Kingdom, to the response that would have happened if the same preaching had been done in Sodom.

4)
vs. 25-26 is a prayer of Jesus to the Father.

5) 
v. 27 gives us an insight into the relationship of the Father and the Son.

Similar Statement

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. KJV

6) 
vs. 28-30 is our text that we need to study.


Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.KJV

Contained herein are several things that we will study during this lesson.

2. But for now we need to understand the need for this study.


a. Many people simply do not know the truth.

Romans 10:1-3 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. KJV


b. Many people do know the truth and are teaching error on the subject.

Luke 6:39  Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? KJV

DISCUSSION:

I. Come – An Invitation.


A. There are many invitations that we receive in this life.



1. United States says, “Bring us your poor and huddled masses….”



2. Other countries say, “Bring us your industry = cheap labor”    NAFTA


3. States say, “Bring us your factory, we’ll make you a deal.”
Tax Breaks



4. Politicians say, “Bring your votes & money, so we can implement our agenda.”



5. Schools say, “Come, we’ll help you make lots of money.” 

(Major League Sports or Good Paying Job) 



6. Denominations say, “Come and find what you desire to have.”




(I visited a Baptist church once – Entertainment)

Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death. KJV



7. Humanism says, “Help us teach people they are no more than animals.”




Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. KJV

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. KJV

8. Satan says, “Come unto me.  Eat, drink & be merry.”


B. The most important invite comes from God.

1. Jeremiah 7:23 But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. KJV

2. Ezekiel 11:20 That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God. KJV

3. Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. KJV

4. The invitation is extended because God has done His part.



a. God Created the heaven and the earth and all that is there.

b. God gave the Law that now governs our behavior 


Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. KJV

c. God Governs in the affairs of men today.

Psalm 67:3 Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. KJV

d. God Blesses those who do his will.

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. KJV

e. God made the Sacrifice that allows for our peace with Him.

b. God has done everything that He can do and still allow us the freedom of choice.



5. We are the ones that have to do the moving now.




a. God is unchanging and has given His will

2 Timothy 3:16-17  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  KJV




b. We must accept the call and obey His commands.





John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. KJV




c. Abram was called – obeyed.




d. Moses was called – obeyed.




e. Apostles were called – obeyed.

f. There is not a single person recorded in scripture that was blessed of God while they were disobedient to God.



6. The question is, then, will we (individually) accept the invitation.


C. Inherent in an invitation is the ability to make a choice.

1. If we did not have the ability to make a choice (as some teach), then it is not really an invitation.


a. 
If we don’t have that ability, it’s all a fake. 

b. 
like a painting – like a picture of a big juicy cheeseburger.

2. If that were true, we would all be robots (or animals).

3. Even common sense tells us that there is more glory given God by the fact that people “willfully” follow Him.

4. 
We must make the choices and then live with the consequences.

Ecclesiastes 11:9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into judgment. KJV

5. 
Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD. KJV

6. If this scripture does nothing else, it proves that salvation is not by grace alone.
7. We have to Come unto God.

II. Come Unto Me – The Destination

A. Sometimes invitations are extended and the destination is a little vague.



example: Free Caribbean Vacation.  

You get there and all is not included.

No hotel room, No meals included, etc. etc.

You may wonder just exactly what part of the Vacation is Free.


B. However, Jesus has spelled out the destination.



1. “Come unto me.”



2. When our Lord spoke these words, he was physically here on earth.



3. Now he is in Heaven.

Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. KJV



4. How is it that we are going to “come unto” Christ who is now in Heaven.



5. The obvious answer is to go to Heaven.



6. But, in order to do that, we must “come unto” Christ while we are here on earth


C. How do we “come unto” Christ.



1. We must draw near with a true heart.

Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. KJV

Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.


2. We must draw near with complete trust.

John 14:1  Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. KJV



3. We must draw near by being obedient to the will of God.

Hebrews 5:8-9  Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; KJV

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

D. When we obey, we “come unto” that destination – “Christ”

1. Galatians 3:27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. KJV



2. When we are baptized into Christ, we are also baptized into the body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  KJV

3. When we are baptized into Christ & into the body of Christ, we are also made a member of the church that Jesus built.


Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.  KJV


E. 
That destination – Being “Christ” – can be left.



1. 
It happened while Christ was here on earth.

John 6:66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. KJV



2. 
And it happens when people turn from Christ today.

2 Peter 2:20-21 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. KJV


F. 
The Destination is Christ.

III. Come Unto Me All Ye That Labor & Are Heavy Laden – The Invited


A. To whom is the invitation extended.



1. “All that labor and are heavy laden”

2. John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

3. Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 

4. 1 Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. KJV

5. 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. KJV

6.
1 Timothy 2:4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. KJV


B. We do not have a right to narrow that invitation.



1. Some say that only the “Elect” can be saved - Sounds like Nazism (superior race idea)



2. Some say that only a certain number can go to heaven.




Therefore, they invent a new doctrine of “eternal life on earth”



3. However, we are warned not to be prejudiced against any.




a. Take a lesson from Jonah the prophet of God.





He didn’t want to preach to Nineveh – knew they wouldn’t listen.





However, when he did preach to them, they repented.




b. Peter had to be given a vision before he would preach to Gentiles.

Acts 10:28 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean. KJV




b. James 2:1-7


C. Therefore, “the invited” is anyone who is under the bondage of sin.

IV. Come unto me, all ye that labour & are heavy laden, and I will give you rest -- The Purpose


A. There is a couple of ideas within this.



1. He will give us rest from our sins.

a. 
Matthew 11:29-30  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. KJV


Compared to the yoke of sin, the yoke of Christ is easy to bear.

b. 
Hebrews 12:1-2 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  KJV




c. It is only with the help of God that we can lay that sin aside.



2. Also, He will give us rest in the end.

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,  KJV

b. Hebrews 4:1-11


B. The rest is a gift from God to those who choose to be His children.

CONCLUSION:

1. The “Invitation” is extended.

2. The “Destination” is described.

3. The “Invited” is everyone.

4. The “Purpose” is rest unto your souls.
