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Worship – Instructions

(created Oct. 1999)

INTRODUCTION:

I. We are instructed in the word to worship God.

Revelation 22:9 Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. 
II. We are instructed in the word to worship ONLY God.

Luke 4:8  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

III. We are instructed in the word HOW to worship God.

A. There is a difference between “worship” and “work”

1. Acts 8:27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 

2. If all we do is worship, this statement is meaningless.

B. God has always told people how He desires to be worshipped.

1. Cain & Abel

a. Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. 

b. Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
2. Nadab and Abihu

a. Leviticus 10:1-3 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 

b. They tried to worship God in a way he had not prescribed.

IV. We are instructed in the word how NOT to worship God.

A. Matthew 15:9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

B. John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

V. We are instructed in the word WHY to worship God.

A. Because He is the creator – Gen. 1.

B. Because He is all powerful - Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
C. Because He loves you - John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
VI. We are instructed in the word WHEN to worship God.

A. Our Lord met with His disciples on the first day of the week after His resurrection.

John 20:19  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

B. The first century Christians met for worship on the first day of the week.

Acts 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.  
VII. Now, let’s go back and take a closer look at HOW we are to worship God.

A. We talked about the difference between worship and work.

B. We spoke to the fact that God tells us how to worship Him.

C. Now we want to see some practical issues.

1. What are we to do in worship?

2. How are we to do these things?

D. This whole issue speaks to 1 Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 

DISCUSSION:

I. Praying

A. Who is to pray?

1. Men are to lead public prayers.

1 Timothy 2:8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. 

2. Women are not to lead public prayers.

1 Timothy 2:12-14 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 
3. We are all supposed to be praying while a prayer is being led.

1 Corinthians 14:15-16 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
B. Some tips for our prayers.

1. These are some things all can use, but especially designed for prayers led in worship.

2. What are you going to say?

a. Practice praying (or – pray for real) at home by yourself (get used to speaking with God. Don’t be afraid to speak with Him.)

b. Some people have to stand in front of a mirror/practice speaking.

c. Try to speak – as apposed to “reciting” a prayer.

d. Avoid “vain” repetitions.

Matthew 6:7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 
1. We are not here to be heard for our long prayers.

2. Not wrong to say same thing in two prayers.

3. But make sure it is what you want to say at that time.

3. Make sure all are ready before you start your prayers.

a. Some are known for starting a prayer (almost) before the song is done.

b. This can leave people in an uncomfortable spot (especially song leader)

C. What should we be doing while a prayer is being led?

1. Pay attention.

2. Make the prayer your prayer.

3. Respectfully say amen at the end of the prayer.

4. Please don’t be putting your coat on during a prayer.

5. If you come in during a prayer, Please just stop and wait.

II. Preaching

A. The “Who” and the “Why” of preaching.

1. Who is to do the preaching?

a. It is not wrong for a woman to teach a man!

Acts 18:26  Tells us that Apollos “……began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 
b. It is clear that Priscilla did part of the teaching in this situation.

c. However, this was a private setting.

d. Women are not to do the teaching in a public setting with Men present.

1. 1 Timothy 2:11-12 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 

2. Usurp = to take from *or in any other way to have

3. 1 Corinthians 14:34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.   (*assemblies)
e. Therefore, Men are left to do the preaching.

2. Why are we to preach the Gospel of Peace?

a. Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

b. Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
c. Mark 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
B. Tips for the sermon portion of the worship service.

1. Pay attention.

2. Make notes

3. Use your Bibles and read the scriptures (Like to hear pages turning).

4. Say “Amen” or shake your head when you agree with something.

5. Try not to be talking or passing notes or playing with the babies.

III. Giving

A. This is not going to be a complete lesson on giving

1. We had a lesson on giving not long ago

2. But we do need to hit on the main points of giving

B. Giving is a Biblical subject with eternal connections.

1. First, we are commanded to give of our means.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 
2. Second, we are to have right kind of heart when we give.

2 Corinthians 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
3. Third, know that you cannot out give God.

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

C. Some questions regarding giving.

1. When are we to give?

a. Upon the first day of the week – 1 Cor 16:2

b. Does that mean “Sun Morn” or “Sun Eve”?    Yes

c. However, be careful not to abuse Sunday morning services.

2. Is giving part of the Lord’s supper?

a. No, it is not.

b. There needs to be a distinction made when we take a collection.

3. From whom do we take a collection?

a. We ask Christians to give of their means – congregational members.

b. This would include all congregational members who have income.

c. That means that we don’t solicit funds from non-Christians.

4. What about fund-raisers?

a. We have no authority for having congregational organized fund-raisers.

b. Can a person have a yard sale and give the money to the church?

c. I had not thought about this one until recently.

d. Acts 4:34-37  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

e. We are not told how they sold their possessions.  

f. They very well may have had a “true Yard Sale.”

g. However, it probably would not be a good idea to have the yard sale on church property.

5. When should we take up the collection.

a. While the men are up, after the communion, might be a good time.

b. Should it be at the end or at the beginning of services?

IV. Communion

A. The “Why” and the “How” and the “Who” of the Communion.

1. Why do we have a communion on the first day of the week?

a. To remember our Lord’s sacrifice for us.

1 Corinthians 11:26   For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.  
b. We have the example of the early church as to when to take it.

Acts 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 
2. How are we to partake?

a. In the manner in which it was instituted.

Matthew 26:26-28  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.  27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
b. With the right kind of heart.

1 Corinthians 11:28-29  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.  
3. Who is to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

a. Remember what we do when we take the communion.

b. We have fellowship with Christ.

Matthew 26:29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. 
c. We show forth the Lord’s death – 1 Cor 11:26

d. The only people who can do these things are Christians.

B. Some interesting question regarding the Lord’s supper.

1. Which is to be first, the bread or the fruit of the vine?

a. When it was instituted, the bread was broken first.

b. We cannot go wrong if we do it the way it was instituted.

2. What kind of bread is to be used in the Lord’s supper?

a. Our Lord instituted the supper during the Passover.

b. During the Passover, they were not allowed to have leaven in the house.

c. Therefore, we know the bread was unleavened.

d. So we use unleavened bread – the same as they used.

e. That is the example we have.

3. What kind of “fruit of the vine” are we to use?

a. Our Lord instituted the supper during the Passover.

b. During the Passover, they were not allowed to have leaven in the house.

c. Did you know that fermentation is a leavening process?

d. Therefore, we know that the “fruit of the vine” was not fermented.

e. Also, look at the influence of obtaining “fermented” grape juice.

4. Should we have the communion at the beginning or the end of services.

a. Would you believe some will argue over this issue?

b. There is nothing in the Bible which speaks to either way.

c. Practicality might suggest having it at the end of services.

d. You may have someone respond to the invitation – they can then partake.

5. Should we forbid certain people from partaking?

a. We are instructed to take account of “ourselves” before we partake.

b. That means, I take account for myself.

c. Others have to take account for their own self.

d. In this case we need to do some teaching, but during the communion would not be the time to do it.

e. What about children?

f. Parents need to take responsibility for teaching their children.
V. Singing

A. Some particulars regarding our music.

1. We are instructed to sing.

a. Ephesians 5:19  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 

b. Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
c. We are instructed to sing.

d. Therefore we have no authority to “Play” in worship.

2. Who is to lead in the singing?

a. 1 Timothy 2:11-12  Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. 12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. 

b. This, not me, forbids women from being song leaders when men are present.

B. Some troubling thoughts regarding singing.

1. How well are we to sing?

a. The fact still remains that God has never accepted anything less than our best.

b. Your best, may be better than my best.

c. But I’m convinced that many of us are selling ourselves short here.

d. We, as a group, could and should sing better than we do.

e. That leads us to our next point

2. We need to practice singing.

a. How many of us ever practice songs at home?

b. How many of us even own a song book?

c. How many of us come to the singing practice on the second Wed?

d. How many of us didn’t know we had singing practice?

e. Did You Know – there are people who will not attend services of the church because of the singing.

f. Did You Know – the melodeon was introduced in the church at Midway, KY because of the poor singing.

g. Make sure we understand – God does not expect us to sing beyond our capability.

h. However, 
1. Many times we don’t sing up to our capabilities.

2. That visitor doesn’t know your true capabilities.

i. Therefore, we need to be practicing and singing the best we can.

3. When a song leader is leading – allow him to be the leader.

a. You have seen a song leader start a song and have the congregation take it away from him.

b. Follow the leader – that is what he is there for.

4.Song leader tips.

a. During worship is not the time for new songs.

b. Practice

1. at home the songs you want to lead.

2. During Wed services & Sun eve services.

c. Don’t drag songs.

1. Keep them at a good pace.

2. That way people don’t get tired of the song before the end.

d. Learn to use a pitch pipe or tuning fork.

e. Give the number in two different ways.

f. And give people time to get to the song before you start.

(unless you want to be singing by yourself)

6. We need to be careful about the songs we sing.

a. We would not allow a false teacher in our pulpit.

b. We need to be equally careful about songs teaching false doctrine.

c. There are many songs that teach people to pray to Jesus.

d. There are songs that teach the Premalinial doctrine.

e. There are others.

f. We need to screen carefully the songs we use.

7. We need to do everything we can to make every improvement in our singing that we can.

VI. Miscellaneous things regarding worship.

A. What about our dress in worship?

1. We need to understand that God is concerned about the way we dress.

2. Exodus 28:40-43 And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty. 41 And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto me in the priest’s office.  42 And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach:   43 And they shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him. 

3. 1 Timothy 2:9-10 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;  10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. 
4. What does all this mean?

5. Make sure that what you wear is modest.

6. Never give God less than your best.

B. We need be aware of the distinction between Communion and Contribution

1. We have a time set aside to take of the communion.

2. At the end of the communion, we take that time to take up a collection.

3. These are two separate items of worship and should not be “combined”

C. Also, announcements are not part of the worship.

1. Announcements are necessary (do things decently and in order).

2. The most people are here during that time.

3. Therefore, we make the announcements before the worship hour.

D. What about children in worship?

1. From time to time someone will complain about a child in worship.

2. Some one may even come up with the idea of having a separate worship service.

3. This is commonly known as “Children’s Church.”

a. Take all the children into another part of the building during worship.

b. Teach them about worship and it’s activities.

c. And the adults aren’t bothered by them.

4. However, there is no better place for children to learn about worship than sitting beside Daddy and Mommy.

5. Also, in Children’s church, you have adults who are forsaking the assembling.

6. We need to give our children the attention they need.

7. And children can be a handful at times.

8. But if we teach them by example, they will learn much more.

CONCLUSION:

I. Worship is something that we engage in to please God.

A. We don’t engage in worship to please people.

B. However, our worship should not be offensive to outsiders.

II. All things need to be done “decently and in order.”

A. That may mean developing a plan.

B. And making sure it is followed.

III. But above all things, let’s make sure our worship is scriptural.

