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What Doth Hinder Me To Be Baptized?

Acts 8:26-40

INTRODUCTION:

1. The question come from the Ethiopian

Acts 8:36-39  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,  that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. KJV

2. The Eunuch was a Bible reader.


a. Acts 8:28  Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. KJV


b. Comes from Isa. 53:7-8


c. We need more people like him today.

3. He sought to understand his Bible.

Acts 8:30-31  And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. KJV

4. He was a friendly man; not insulted by Philip – Act 8:30-31

5. He was as teachable as a little child.


a. He read with the intent of understanding.


b. He was eager to learn – not to be a “know it all.”


c. He hungered and thirsted after knowledge.

6. His question:

Acts 8:36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? KJV

7. There is something that is implied in the question.


a. The scripture doesn’t say directly that Philip told him he must be baptized.


b. The scripture does say that he preached unto him Jesus.

c. By implication, then, to preach “Jesus” means that we must include baptism.


d. Otherwise, the eunuch would not have asked the question.

8. Our question is this:


What is it that hinders many today from baptism?

DISCUSSION:
I. Many people are hindered by ignorance and a lack of understanding.

A.  Matthew 28:18-19 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  


1. The Ethiopian had been taught by Philip.

2. Acts 8:35-36  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? KJV


B.  Prejudice hinders understanding.

1.   Matthew 13:15,23 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.

23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. KJV

2. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. KJV


C. Some misunderstand the act of baptism

1. 
Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. KJV

2. 
Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. KJV

3. 
Acts 8:38-39 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,  that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. KJV


D. Infants cannot understand nor obey from the heart.

Romans 6:17-18 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. KJV


E. Another situation:

1. 
Acts 18:24-19:5 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: 28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.  

And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He said unto them,  Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him,  We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. 4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. KJV

2. 
Here, some ignorantly, and under the false teaching of Apollos were hindered from receiving the true baptism of the Great Commission by accepting John’s baptism as a substitute.



3. 
They had to be baptized again.


4. 
Many now are hindered by a false baptism



5. 
We must have the baptism of the Great Commission.

6. 
Matthew 28:19-20  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. KJV

7. 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. KJV



8. Ac 2:38, Ac 19:5


F. Let’s not be hindered by a lack of understanding.

II. Unbelief and Weak Faith hinder many from being baptized.

A.  
Acts 8:36-37 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. KJV

B. Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. KJV



Only believers were to be baptized – not unbelievers.


C. A rejection of the Word will cause weak faith and unbelief.

1. 
Acts 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. KJV

2. 
John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. KJV


D. Those who disbelieved were hindered.

1.  
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. KJV

2. 
Acts 18:8 And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. KJV


E. Naaman was, at first, hindered from dipping in Jordan by his “lack of faith.”



(2 Kings 5:1-14)

1. 
God tests our faith by having us be baptized – even when human wisdom could see no good in it.

2. 
1 Corinthians 1:25-27 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; KJV

3. 
Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. KJV


F. Let’s not allow unbelief and weak faith hinder us from being baptized.

III. There are many other things which hinder from baptism.


A. Impenitence – a willful determination not to obey – hinders.

1. 
Romans 2:4-5 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; KJV



2. 
Luke 13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 


B. No love for Christ, is sure to hinder.

1. 
John 14:21,24  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which sent me. KJV



2. 
John 15:14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. KJV


C.
No desire for baptism would hinder.



1. 
The Eunuch wanted to be baptized.

2.
Acts 8:36  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? KJV

D. 
No strong desire for salvation or a rejection of baptism as a condition of salvation would hinder one’s being baptized.

1.
Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. KJV

2. 
Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. KJV

E. 
Seeking to enter the kingdom without the new birth – of water and the Spirit – would hinder.

John 3:5,7 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.  KJV


F. The desire to please men rather than God will surely hinder.

1. 
Acts 5:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. KJV

2. 
Luke 14:26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. KJV


G. An unwillingness to start a new life would hinder one from baptism.

1. 
Romans 6:3-4  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. KJV

2. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  KJV

H. 
The denial that one is guilty of sin, and that such sings would be removed at baptism – would hinder.

1. 
Acts 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. KJV

2. 
Acts 9:6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. KJV


I. Boasting of tomorrow would hinder.

1. 
Proverbs 27:1 Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.  KJV

2. 
2 Corinthians 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) KJV

3. 
Hebrews 3:7-8  Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: KJV

CONCLUSION:
1. Baptism is not the most important step in the plan of salvation – only the fifth.

2. However, it is the most rejected step – thru ignorance or denial

3. Every step in the plan of salvation is just as important as the others.


Hear – Believe – Repent – Confess – Be Baptized – Live faithfully

4. Let’s not be hindered by anything.

5. Choose this day to do whatever it is that the Lord commands.

