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What Is The Age Of The Earth

INTRODUCTION:

I. There are two extremely opposite views in regard to the age of the earth.

A. Creation = Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
B. Evolution = The universe and the earth evolved over eons of time through fully natural processes.

1. Universe 8-20 Billion Years old.

2. Earth about 5 Billion years old.

II. There is a reason why the age of the earth is so important.

A. Creationists & Evolutionists alike agree that if the Earth is young (e.g. a few thousand years old) there is not enough time for evolution.

B. George Wald, Novel laureate of Harvard University made this statement:

The important point is that since the origin of life belongs in the category of “at-least-once” phenomena, time is on its side.  However improbable we regard this event, or any of the steps it involves, given enough time, it will almost certainly happen at least once.  And for life as we know it, with its capability for growth and reproduction, once may be enough.  Time is the hero of the plot.  The time with which we have to deal here is of the order of 2 billion years.  What we regard as impossible on the basis of human experience is meaningless here.  Given so much time, the impossible becomes possible, the possible become probable, and the probable becomes virtually certain.  One has only to wait; time itself performs miracles (1954, “The Origin of Life” pp 45-53, emp added).

DISCUSSION:

I. Let’s take a look at some Evolutionary Dating methods.

A. First, There are NO scientific methods that can prove the age of the earth.

1. All scientific dating methods are based on certain built in assumptions.

2. We know this because no one was there in the beginning to start the clock.

B. Radio Carbon Dating (Carbon 14 Dating)

1. Radioactive Carbon 14 is a naturally occurring element found in the atmosphere.

2. Plants and animals, through the things they eat, absorb radiocarbon into their cells.

3. After an organism dies, it no longer absorbs radiocarbon, which decays into stable nitrogen.

4. The radiocarbon in a sample of an organism can then be measured and a date for its demise can be calculated.

5. However, this process can only work for things a few thousand years old (aprox 10,000 at the max).

6. This method has been put in the closet when it comes to times very long.

C. Radiometric Dating.

1. It is known that Uranium 238 (U238) decays into Lead 206 (Pb 206).

2. Use figure 1 to show example of half-life.
3. The Theory goes like this:  By determining the rate of decay & the amount of each element in a sample, the age can be determined.

D. However, there are three Very important erroneous assumptions in these dating methods.

1. Assumption #1 – Uniformatarianism – All the process rates have remained the same from the beginning.

2. Assumption #2 – The Earth’s environment is a closed system.

3. Assumption #3 – The initial conditions of the sample are known with certainty

E. However, these assumptions are wrong.

1. Process rates do change.

2. The system is not closed.

3. Parent & daughter elements can occur in initial rock formations

F. I’d like to share with you some examples of the chaotic state that the evolutionary model is in.

1. John G. Read gives an example of the Uranium series producing ages varying between 5 & 12 Billion years for a sample of rock taken from a lava flow at Mt. Vesuvius that was formed in 1944.

2. From the Discovery Channel’s web site, I found the following information.

a. This information is found under the heading 

“The Dawn of Man – The Dawn of the Earth” (web sight link on my page)

b. Early Humans appearing about 2.5 Million years ago.

c. Apes beginning to walk upright about 4.6 Million years ago.

d. A “Prehistoric” sole found in rock that dated about 5 Million years old.

e. Dinosaurs die out about 65 Million years ago.

f. Dinosaurs appear about 230 Million years ago.

g. Ancient Nail which was found in rock that dated 400 Million year old.

II. Let’s take a look at some other dating methods.

A. Population Statistics

1. Statatitians have formulas they can use to predict the world population over time.

2. If evolutionary figures were entered into their formula, with man having lived on the earth only 1 mill yrs,  there would be a Earth population of 1x105000!

3. That is a 1 followed by 5000 zeroes.

4. But the Universe, at an estimated size of 20 billion light years in diameter, would hold only 1x10100 people.  (1 followed by 100 zeroes).

5. However, using Creationist figures, the current world population would be approximately 4.34 billion people. (which happens to be very close).

B. The Decay of the Earth’s magnetic field.

1. It is known by scientist that the magnetic field of the Earth is decaying.

2. It is estimated that it will be gone by the year 3991.

3. Using their figures and projecting backward, Thomas G. Barnes, late professor emeritus of physics at the University of Texas, calculated the upper limit of this time span to be 10,000 yrs.  He concluded that if we go back any further than this, the magnetic field would be so strong that it would rupture and crack the Earth.

C. Hydrogen in the Universe.

1. Hydrogen constantly is being converted in helium throughout the Universe.

2. Significantly, hydrogen cannot be produced in any significant quantity through the conversion of other elements.

3. If the universe were vastly old, there should now be little hydrogen left in it.

4. Sir Frederick Hoyle, the eminent British astronomer/cosmologist, has noted, however, that “the universe consists almost entirely of hydrogen.”  Dr. Hoyle, therefore, was driven to conclude: “How comes it then that the universe consists almost entirely of hydrogen?  If matter was infinitely old, this would be quite impossible.  So we can see that the universe being what it is, the creation issue simply cannot be dodged”
D. And there are a lot of other methods that suggest a young earth.

III. The concept of Apparent Age.

A. How old was Adam two seconds after God Created him?

1. Literally he was two seconds old.

2. But what was his apparent age.

3. From a reading of the text we learn that he was old enough to reproduce for that is exactly what God told him to do – Gen. 1:28

B. They were told they could eat of every tree of the garden with the exception of one.

1. Did they have to wait for the trees to mature and bear fruit before they could eat?

2. Did they have to wait for plants to produce their food before eating?

3. They would have starved before the process could take place.

4. God created plants and animals with apparent age.

C. Would it be logical, then, for God to create plants and animals with apparent age and in the same place create an “Immature” earth?

D. Question:  How could God have created anything without some appearance of age?

1. If He created Adam and Eve as babies, how could he have done so without giving them the appearance of the complete nine-month gestation period like all other babies.

2. The same would hold true for other things.

Now, How Old Is The Earth?

A. The Bible declares that every thing was created in six days.

1. Gen 1 & 2

2. Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
3. This is the way God said he did it.

B. According to the Creation account in Genesis, the earth is Five days older than man.
1. Matthew 19:4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 
2. Mark 10:6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 
C. We need, then, to find out how long man has been here.

1. From now to the birth of Christ has been about 2000 years.

2. From the birth of Christ to the birth of Abraham is 42 generations Matt 1:17

From secular history we learn that Abraham was about 2000 years before Christ.

3. From Luke 3 we learn that Abraham was about 20 generation from Adam.

a. A remarkable thing happens before Abraham.

b. The Bible actually records the ages of the fathers at the birth of their sons.

c. From the genealogies we learn that from Adam to Abraham was approximately 2000 year.
4. Therefore, man has been on the earth approximately 6000 years.

D. According to Genesis 1, the Earth is Five days older than man.

CONCLUSION:

I. Evolution has not been proven.

A. In fact, they have not even proven to earth to be more than a few thousand years old.

B. There is no proof of evolution at all.

C. Most evidence supports Creation and a young earth.

II. We do not need to make compromises with the Evolution camp.

A. The Bible gives us the answers we need as to our origin.

B. Let’s trust God who is the creator of the universe.

