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Holiness in a Religiously Divided World

Since the attack by terrorist on 9-11 our society has been awakened to a reality that we live in a world that is religiously divided. And that there are segments that are violently hostile and opposed to any religious belief different than their own. In the writings of the Koran it is plainly stated that, 

"Therefore, when ye meet the Unbelievers (in fight), smite at their necks; at length, when ye have thoroughly subdued them, bind a bond firmly (on them): Thereafter (is the time for) either generosity or ransom: Until the war lays down its burdens. Thus (are ye commanded): But if it had been Allah's Will, He could certainly have exacted retribution from them (Himself); but (He lets you fight) in order to test you, some with others. But those who are slain in the way of Allah, --He will never let their deeds be lost." (Sura 47:4)

For many Christians this is the first time they truly acknowledged that Christianity was not the only religious belief within our country. We were comfortable with the idea that we live in a "Christian" nation but in reality our nation is  religiously divided. Our country has many diverse world religions practiced within its boundaries. For many this attack was surprising and left them feeling fearful. In the days after the attack on 9-11 many Christians were up in arms about this attack. Even the members of our government stood opposed to this ideology and their attacks upon our nation. Since that time there has been a media frenzy to soften the portrayal of this world religion. We are continually being feed the ideology that all world religions are acceptable and that we are all brothers in the faith. 


But is this ideology of pluralism taught within the New Testament? Can men pick and chose who they desire to follow and still be blessing to God? What would be the eternal destiny of someone, who chose to follow Buddha, Muhammad, Jesus, etc.? If one holds to the truth of the New Testament they will find that pluralism is not taught but monotheism. Paul writes to the young preacher Timothy,

1  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,

2  for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.

3  This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

4  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

5  For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

6  who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.

(1 Timothy 2:1-6)

To the Ephesians Paul writes, 

1  Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

2  with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,

3  being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;

5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

6  one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

(Ephesians 4:1-6)


According to the inspired Apostle Paul there is only One Lord and Savior that is the Christ. And since Jesus is the only Messiah that makes Christians a special people - God's people. Making them "Holy" (set apart) for God and separate from the other world religions. 


Let us as God's true children not fall prey to Satan's media frenzy and believe that all world religions are from God. Because in reality it is Jesus who is the Christ and only by His blood can one be saved. The men who started the world's religions have not been raised from the dead. For those who have died their bones are still upon this earth. As Christians we follow a risen Savior one who is sitting at the right hand of God. And as true Christians we must be a light for the multitude to follow to Jesus.

John E. Werhan

IS THE ASSEMBLY IMPORTANT?
Part 3
By Andrew Burns 


Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). The Bible teaches us a number of things concerning the Devil and his activities. Paul states that the devil can appear as an angel of light in 2 Corinthians 11:14. The book of Revelation calls him “...the great dragon...that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world...” (Rev. 12:9). Paul calls his actions “schemes” and implies that he desires to scheme against us or plot out our fall as Christians so that our “stand” may be short lived for God (Eph. 6:10f). Finally, to cap our short look at Satan, we find him arrogantly, pridefully and sinfully affronting Jesus in the wilderness for the purposes of causing Jesus to sin (Matt. 4:1-11). 


This final look at this topic, “Is the assembly important?” will highlight our own need to be present for every service of the church. The first look at this topic dealt with an appreciation of the privilege and honor to adore and praise God. The second look dealt with our responsibility to aid and consider other people and their need for encouragement and strength. We never know whom we can help and encourage simply by being present (Heb. 10:24,25). 


Do we have a need to be present for the worship and Bible study of the church? If one has read the Bible to any extent and is honest, the answer will come to be too simple. “Of course it is necessary for me to be faithfully present for the assembly!” The reasons are contained within our study. One, it is a grand privilege. Two, you are needed to exhort and encourage your brother or sister. Three, because you need the church. I need you and everyone else to encourage me and strengthen me as a child of God. You need me and everyone else to strengthen you as child of God. This life we live is difficult and challenging for any to remain faithful. For those who do not attend all the joyful services, there remains a question. After having read the scriptures concerning the Devil, there are some possibilities by implication. 


First, they do not believe the Bible to be true. The Bible teaches, as seen above, that the devil is out there and prowling about to devour any unsuspecting, deceived Christian (I Pet. 5:8). 

Second, they are wholly deceived and taken by their own thoughts of self-reliance and inherent power. They believe they are capable, without the church, of being righteous, faithful and obtaining heaven on - their - own! As we read, he is the “...serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world...” (Rev. 12:9). 

Third, they do not care about heaven, or of being in the midst of God and His throne. 


The Bible teaches us a number of truths in this area. James writes, “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” (James 4:17) The Hebrew writer expresses, “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you (Heb. 13:17).” When an eldership must worry and grief over a member or members simply because they are not attending the services of the saints of God, this is sinful for those people. If we are to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matt. 22:39), we will not let this take place. 


The services of the church are so clearly important and vital to each Christian. Why our numbers are 120 and 150 for Sunday morning and then 75 or 80 Sunday evening will continue to question me. We need each other brethren! Let us be faithful to God and to each other as family – so we will be one in Heaven  TOGETHER. 

One Spur
No man in the wrong kin stand up agin' a fellow that's in the right 'n keeps a' comin'

Things You Should Know About The church of Christ.

That Christ Himself:

Loved the church.

(Eph. 5:25)

**********

Bled for the church.

(Acts 2:28)

**********

Established the church.

(Mt. 16: 18)

**********

Called the church His.

(Mt. 16:18)

**********

Added people to the church.

(Acts 2:47)

**********

Is the head of the church.

(Eph. 5:23; 4:4; 1:22, 23)

**********

Will save the church.

(Eph. 5:23; 4:4; 1:22, 23)
13 Characteristics of the Christian Life 

As Seen in Hebrews 13

    The Sunday morning adult auditorium class has been studying the book of Hebrews.  As we look at the thirteenth chapter we noticed the following character-istics of the Christian life.

1. A Christian loves the brethren.  “Let love of the brethren continue” (v. 1).

2. A Christian shows hospitality to strangers.  “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers” (v. 2).

3. A Christian shows sympathy to those in trouble. “Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated” (v. 3).

4. A Christian maintains moral purity in his life.  “Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled”  (v. 4).

5. A Christian is content being free from the love of money.  “Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have”  (v. 5).

6. A Christian is not afraid because he knows that God will be with him.  “We confidently say, ‘The LORD is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me’” (v. 6).

7. A Christian follows good examples.  “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith” (v. 7).

8. A Christian knows what he believes and is not carried away by false doctrine.  “Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings” (v. 9).

9. A Christian serves because we recognize that we live under a better system.  “We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat”  (v. 10).

10. A Christian continually offers praise to God with his mouth. “Let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name” (v. 15).

11. A Christian does good by sharing what he has.  “Do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased” (v. 16).

12. A Christian obeys his leaders. “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you”  (v. 17).

13. A Christian prays for others.  “Pray for us” (v. 18).

    How many of these characteristics are demonstrated in your life? Let’s made a conscious effort to incorporate all of them into our lives. May they become so much a part of us that we do not have to make a conscious effort to accomplish them, but rather that they are just part of our life.

Wayne Burger

My People Are Destroyed For Lack Of Knowledge – Hosea 4:6


Anyone who loves the Lord's church and knows anything about what has happened and is happening in the Lord's church is deeply concerned. More and more of our brethren are advocating leadership roles for women in the church; many see little or no problem with instrumental music in worship; many have become entertainment oriented; many are accepting denominations into their fellowship, etc.



The question is often asked, "Why are all these unscriptural changes and practices taking place?" Many are more interested in numbers than they are in remaining loyal to the Word of God. Everyone knows that if you give the people what they want, they will come. "Cast the Lord's Word aside and please the people" seems to be the attitude of many today. How truly admirable was Paul's attitude, "...if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ" (Gal. 1:10). All brethren should desire to emulate that attitude.



Other answers could be given as to why these changes are taking place... rebellion, ignorance, carelessness, etc. Lack of knowledge surely plays a large part. Many in the church today are short on knowledge because of a lack of study. Brother Guy N. Woods was known and loved by many. The following was written by him to admonish the church he loved. It is well worth our consideration:


40% of our brotherhood attends only one service each week.
50% do not know why we do not use instrumental music in worship.
35% of the above 
50% would not mind the use of instrumental music in worship. 
10% believe that one church is as good as another. 
90% do not subscribe to a religious periodical. 
75 % cannot find the plan of salvation in the Bible. 


God through the prophet Hosea said, "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee" (Hos. 4:6).
By  Jimmy Ferguson 
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