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Are Christians Really a "Holy Nation"? 


For many people like myself it is confusing to live in this postmodern world. For many years people in our country, to some extent, were encouraged to be a part of some larger group. This was when people formed loyalties to organizations and products rejecting competing inanities. Over the past several years' people were taught to be individuals and reject any type of norm. Conformity was rejected for unconformity. But in recent times people seem to be striving to not only reject conformity but also to be part of a larger more organized group. They want the best of both worlds. This has become very confusing for many especially our young people. 

Through out the years these same ideologies have infiltrated the Church. It seems during my short lifetime that the Lord's church has moved from when loyalty was important to the individual Christian to a time when it was rejected for a smorgasbord attempt at religion. This has been a problem that's plagued God's people from the beginning. There would be a time when people were loyal to God then there were times when they rejected God for the gods of the world. It seems that mankind is on a never-ending cycle. The problem is that it is a man-made cycle, since it is man that wants change not God. Christ's teaching will never change according to the Hebrew writer:

7  Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.

8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

(Hebrews 13:7-8)
Yet, many are confused what to do with their faith. Are they to have faith in the smorgasbord religions available in our world today? Do they take the politically correct stand that all religion is equal in the eyes of God? Or should they seek the Church established by Jesus and give their total loyalty to being one of His disciples?


Peter in his first letter gave the Christians a message of hope in a world that rejected the way of Christ. In the first chapter Peter emphasizes the certainty of hope we have as Christians and he calls the faithful child of God to a life of holiness. This same exhortation to holiness is seen in chapter 2 when Peter reminds the Christians that they have a special relationship with Christ and that their purpose is to glorify God. One of the passages that come to mind when thinking about loyalty is found in this second chapter. Peter makes it clear that true Christians are "A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION," (2 Peter 2:9). Like those who were born into the nation of Israel were God's people in the past, today people who are born-again through the blood of Christ are God's people. (Galatians 3:26-29). 


Since the Christian is one who has been born-again and added to the Church (Acts 2:47) they are part of a "Holy Nation". This is not a politically correct concept in our society today but it is a reality of being a true child of God. The word "holy" means to be "set apart, separated" thus if we as Christians are a "holy nation" then we are a nation (group of people) set apart from all others to be God's people. 


With the reality of being a "holy nation" this would dictate the Lord's church be unique and distinctive from the rest of the world. When Jesus prayed for His disciples, He made it plain that they had to be different from the world just as He was distinct from the world (John 17:11-21). By being "in" the world but not "of" the world, there was an identifiable uniqueness of the disciples that set them apart from the rest of mankind.


For many Christians today being different from the world makes them uncomfortable. They seek being politically correct and pluralistic in their concept of religion. It is also true that many churches of Christ feel uneasy about being different from other religious groups so they commonly compromise their distinctiveness. As God's true children we must realize that no matter what culture or society we live we are different. We cannot allow the mindset of the times destroy that which is unchangeable. Men should not be confused but seek God's truth and apply them to their lives. Yes, we are God's chosen people - His Holy Nation!

By J.E. Werhan

Is the Assembly Important?
Part 1
By Andrew Burns 

Many times I have been asked as a preacher and as a Christian, “Do I have to go to ‘church’?” Another way of asking this question would be, “Is the worship service important enough that I must go twice in one day?” These questions reveal an ignorance and a flaw in the understanding of what “church” is, what Biblical “worship” is and the principle behind both of them. 


For many years, it has been claimed that we “go to church” when we get in the car and travel to a building on Sunday morning. We all know however that the church is the people (Ephesians 1:22,23) and that worship is the activity. We also mislabel the building as the church when often referring to it. We often look at these as harmless “word swapping” when we all know what we are talking about. But, I believe it feeds this misunderstanding by some in the question, “Do I have to go to church?” 


First, Biblically the “church” is the people. But not only the people, but the people for which Jesus suffered on the cross as a criminal. This would make the church an enormously important and exceedingly valuable group of people. This is a group of people designed and planned before the creation of the world (Eph. 1:4,5,11). 


Second, the church is not the worship time on Sunday. The worship time is participated by the church to adore and revere God. The word itself means to “kiss toward” or “to pay homage to.” Is this what you do when you worship God on Sunday? Will the question, “Do I have to go to “church” (worship) on Sunday?” be valid with this understanding of the word? The church of Christ (not the label, but the people) with a true understanding of worship will be waiting at the doors to begin their homage to the only True and Living God. 


Third, the question alone infers a terrible misunderstanding of worship. It would be likened to the question, “Do I have to spend the rest of my life with my beautiful and loving wife?” or “Do I have to live my life in this great land of America?”, or “Do I have to breathe oxygen everyday?” I know these seem a bit extreme. But when we understand what worship is, the question shouts indifference and disrespect to God. It is a spiritual slap in the face to God. “Do I have to show how much I love and adore and revere you Lord?” 


Fourth, the question begs an answer that dethrones and humanizes God. God is not all-powerful! God is not perfect in His Holiness and Deity! God does not deserve my deepest reverence and total awe. In contrast, the Psalmist understood this great privilege and took full advantage of it. “I will praise the Lord according to His righteousness, and will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High.” (Psa. 7:17) “I will praise you, O Lord, with my whole heart, I will tell of all your marvelous works. I will be glad and rejoice in you, will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.” (Psa. 9:1) The word praise is used 111 times in the book of Psalms. 


Finally, the activity of worship is commanded by both our Father and by our pastors (elders). God has commanded that we worship Him on the same day that we received our freedom from sin. (Matt. 28:1-6). The apostles remained in this tradition (the worship of God) after the day of Pentecost where 3000 souls were added to the church (Acts 2:42,47). Paul broke bread with the disciples in Troas. The apparent intent of the sentence is that the normal activity for the disciples on the first day of the week was to break bread. 


So, is the assembly (worship) important? It is more than important, it is commanded and a duty of every Christian. It is our time to adore God through songs, through prayer, through fellowship with our brothers and sisters and through our sharing of God’s word in preaching. It is a time to look forward to and to prepare mentally for. 

One Spur
An old cowboy preacher had a worn old leather bound book labeled, 

“Grips of brethren against brethren.” 

When one of the members came to him griping about another member he would say, “Here is my grip book, I’ll write down your grips about your brother, and you can sign it. And when I have time I will ride over and take up this matter in an official manner.” The site of the open book and the ready pen had its effect. “Oh, I don’t reckon, I can’t sign something like that!” they would say. In 40 years the old cowboy preacher never got anyone to write a line in his book.  
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A WHOLE STACK 

OF BIBLES

She was about 80 years old and had been a member of a denominational religion for most of those years. We had been in our kitchen talking about the Gospel of Christ and her need to obey that Gospel. I will never forget her response. "I would rather have what I feel in my heart, than the teaching of a whole stack of Bibles," she argued. That, more than anything, helped me to understand that most people, in and out of the church, do not really care what the Bible teaches.


Things A Christian Can Do

Have a positive attitude.

**********

Donate books to the church.

***********

Oppose evil everywhere.

**********

Send cards on anniversaries.

**********

Send cards on birthdays.

**********

Sit with those who are ill.

**********

Encourage all to obey God.

***********

Give to the Lord’s work more.

***********

And you thought there was nothing you could do for Jesus!

Taps

We have all heard the haunting melody of "Taps." It's the song that gives us that lump in our throats and usually tears in our eyes. But do you know the story behind the song? If not, I think you will be pleased to find out about its humble beginnings. 

Reportedly, it all began in 1862 during the Civil War, when Union Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men near Harrison's Landing, Virginia. The Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip of land. During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier who was severely wounded on the field. Not knowing if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical attention. Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the Captain reached the 
stricken soldier and began pulling him toward the encampment. When the Captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead. The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath and went numb with shock. In the dim light he saw the face of the soldier. It was his own son. The boy had been studying music in the South when the war broke out. Without telling his father, the boy enlisted in the Confederate Army. 

The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission to give his son a full military burial despite his enemy status. His request was only partially granted. The Captain had asked if he could have a group of Army band members play a funeral dirge for his son at the funeral. The request was denied since the soldier was a Confederate. But, out of respect for the father, they did say they could give him one musician. The Captain chose a bugler. He asked the bugler to play a series of musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of the dead youth's uniform. This wish was granted. 

The haunting melody, which we now know as "Taps" used at military funerals, was born. 

Day is done; Gone the sun; From the lakes; From the hills; From the sky; All is well, safely rest. 
God is nigh.; Fading light; Dims the sight; And a star; Gems the sky,; Gleaning bright; From afar, Drawing nigh, Falls the night. 

Thanks and praise, For our days, Neath the sun, Neath the stars, Neath the sky, As we go, 
This we know, God is nigh. 

I, too, have felt the chills while listening to "Taps" but I have never seen all the words to the song until now. I didn't even know there was more than one verse. I also never knew the story behind the song and I didn't know if you had either so I thought I'd pass it along. I now have an even deeper respect for the song than I did before. 
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