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Camouflaged Holiness


As one who enjoys hunting and fishing I use camouflage regularly when trying to creep up on prey. This is used so I will not be detected until the needed closeness is acquired making sure of a humane harvest. Our soldiers use camouflage, so the enemy will not detect them, negating the element of surprise. Camouflage in some form or fashion is used through out the natural world for preservation by a multitude of animals. Basically camouflage is that which is used to conceal someone or something.


 When we think about our Christianity and how we are to be a "Holy Nation" (2 Peter 2:9) for God the subject of camouflage seems alien. Being a people who are different from the world, set apart for God, would impose the idea of being totally visible.  But it seems that many "baptized believers" get up every morning and put on their "Real World Photo Grade" camouflage before leaving their home. The only time they do not wear their camouflage is when they choose to meet with other Christians they personally know. 


There have been times that I would meet people and just by their mannerisms, speech, and attitude of life know that they were Christians. These are God's children living the life of being His "light" to a lost and dying world. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount made it plain that as a disciple we are not to hide our Christianity but to allow it to shine before men. 

14  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;

15  "nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.

16  "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:14-16)


This reminds me of the song, "Let the Lower Lights Be Burning". It was not written as a psalm, hymn, or a spiritual song. But a father who lost his son at sea wrote this song pleading that all lighthouses keep their lights shining. The light of a lighthouse has saved many a seaman from certain death. And it is the "Light" of a Christian that will lead the lost to Christ. I do not understand why any that professes to be a true child of God would camouflage their light. But the sad commentary is that many do hide their light from those who need it so desperately. 


I am sure that you have come in contact with someone in your life that wears his or her "Real World Camouflage".  They cover their Christianity with a worldly lifestyle hoping that they are seen as acceptable and amenable to non-Christians. This is also commonly promoted within many congregations of the Lord's church that we are not to be different but just become like our religious neighbors.  This has led to the ideology that the church of Christ is just a denomination among denominations. When this takes place a person or congregation will lose their "Holiness" and even possibly their "candle stick". 


As God's People we cannot camouflage our "Holiness" but become a lighthouse guiding the lost multitude to the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ. We must stand up and be counted as one who is different from the ungodly world in which we live. Showing our great "love" for the many lost souls around us by making sure that Jesus is seen in us. In the world we presently live there will be many who will spend an eternity separated from God if you and I do not put away our "Real World Photo Grade Camouflage" and let the "Light of the Gospel" emanate from our daily lives. 

By John E. Werhan

Is the Assembly Important?
Part 2
By Andrew Burns 


The first part of this article dealt with the deep importance of our meeting together to give reverence and awe to our Father. The church assembles with great appreciation for God’s love, His grace and our deep awe of His greatness. The Bible speaks of this great privilege and our need to take advantage of it. 


This second part concerns the need for Christians to meet as often as possible. We live in a wicked and evil world full of lusts and fleshly desires (Eph. 2:1-3). All of these lusts and desires attempt to influence us away from God and His Kingdom (Rom. 6:16). For this reason, we need to be together. The Hebrew writer outlines the why we need to be together, and what we should do when we are together. This is found in the tenth chapter and the 24th and 25th verses of Hebrews. 


In this text, we see three ideas. We are to 1) consider one another (look deep at each other’s lives), 2) to provoke (stir up) one another and 3) we are to stir up one another to love and good works. 


First, we are to consider one another (Rom. 12.15; 15:1-3; I Cor. 9:22; Gal. 6:1; I Thess. 5:11). Do we do this? How often are we concerned with our own problems and lives, and not concerned about the lives of others? The idea of “considering one another” is actually looking at each other in an introspective way. In other words, we look at each other as to how active and alive we are as ministers for Christ. We are to take our minds off of ourselves and consider those around us. You say that Matthew 7 tells me not to judge. Matthew also says in verse 5 that we should be introspective (look at our own hearts) and then we can be thoughtful of other’s lives and activities. This is what “consider one another” means. So, when we assemble together on Sunday and Wednesday, we are not to come in – sit down – and stare ahead until class starts. Instead, we are to think of and consider those around us in an effort to promote the Lord’s works amongst ourselves and towards the community. 


Second, we are to consider how to provoke each other to love and good works. How often do you come to the worship of the church, and when the last “amen” is spoken, you leave immediately? Are we truly concerned about other people of the church? There may be someone who truly has a problem and is in need your help or encouragement. Are we there to help and encourage them? We must also take time to consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds (I Tim. 6:18; Heb. 13:1; I Jn. 3:18). Are we doing all we can for Christ and His glorious Kingdom? We need to encourage one another toward evangelism, toward extending an invitation to those who are not Christians. This attitude takes consideration by us as brethren. In other words, this means that our lives must be more than 10/90 Kingdom work ratio (10 God and 90 world). 


Third, this provocation concerns love and good works for the Kingdom. Are there some who find themselves seeing the building on Sunday morning ONLY? From Sunday morning to Sunday morning they do not give the building or God a second thought. This section we are considering states that our meeting together should not just deal with worship or stirring up to good works, but as well to exhort (desire or intreat) each other toward deeper faithfulness. It is sinful when worship (church) becomes no more than sitting, listening and leaving. Since we are God’s children, saved by Jesus’ blood, our worship should be a time of deep reverence and praise. Our attitude before we get into our cars is to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Matt. 22:37). If we love God this much, the worship and work of the church will take up a great deal of our time. Additionally, this exhortation is to be done “one to another” which means it is reciprocal. This means that we do this to each other. It is not just the preacher’s duty, nor the elders, nor just the “outgoing” in the assembly. It is the responsibility of all people. 


Conclusion: we are to consider each other’s lives as we meet for worship. This is for the purpose of encouraging love and good works for the Kingdom to save and encourage souls to faithfulness. As well we are not to forsake the times of meetings so that we may be together as God’s people and to deeply encourage one another. 


Will you be more active, if you have been inactive and unfaithful? If one is not active in the Kingdom, they are active in the world. God desires none to perish but all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). If you have been unfaithful concerning any service, God desires you to repent and become faithful. Yes, you have a responsibility as a Christian. God needs you and so does His church! 

One Spur

"Cookie, what happened to old Yeller, ain't he act'tin kin'a funny?" "Yep, I guess so. You know last night he was out prowlin' around and run upon a porcupine - stuck his nose where it was not welcome and come how with a nose full of quills." 

People also fall into this trap of sticking their nose into other peoples business when they should stick to their own. Paul and Peter make this very clear:

For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. (2 Thessalonians 3:11) (also see 1 Timothy 5:13)

Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; (1 Peter 4:15).

*The effective prayer of a righteous 

man can accomplish much.    

                                          James 5:16

Each command that Christ has given must be applied to the individual.  The church is edified only when 

individuals recieve and apply the truths that are taught.

The great commission can only be accomplished by the individual. 

    In the book of John we read that when Andrew heard Jesus speak he ran to bring his brother, Simon to Jesus.  When Jesus met Philip, Philip ran to find his brother, Nathaniel, to bring him to Jesus. 

    Someone once said;  I sought myself, myself I could   not see.  I sought my God, my God eluded me.  I sought my brother, and found all three.                                   

Adapted from “Glory of the Ordinary”  by Jack Exum

Things You Should Know About 

The church of Christ.
The church was:

First mentioned in the New Testament 

(Mt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16)

**********

Built and paid for by Jesus Christ

(Mt. 16:13-18; Acts 20:28)

**********

Built on Christ as the only foundation.

(I Cor. 3:11)

**********

Not built by Paul, Appolos, Cephas or any other man.

(I Cor. 1:12, 13)

**********

Fully established on the first Pentecost after Christ arose from the dead.

(Lk. 24:49; Acts 1:8; Mk. 1:9; Acts 2) 
IS ALL THE CHRISTIAN 

LIFE WORSHIP?

by Gary Grizzell

If It Is True That All Of A Christian's Life Constitutes "Worship" then there are other acts of worship to God other than prayer, singing spiritual songs, preaching, the Lord's Supper, and giving. These other acts include but are not limited to sleeping, walking and jogging.

It is possible to perform 1,000 acts of worship in one day (or more). Some members of the church could probably bounce a tennis ball 1,000 times in a day, easy!

When a football player (who happens to be a faithful Christian) catches a pass and runs for a touchdown to the cheering of the crowd, it is correct to say he performed an act of PUBLIC worship.

Changing baby diapers would be worship. "I don't believe the doctrine implies such," cries the wolf in sheep's clothing. Well, - If the diaper fits, wear it! Any doctrine, which implies false doctrine, is false within itself.

What Does Romans 12:1 really mean? The King James Version states, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service." (KJV).

Paul commands the Christian to be a living sacrifice, that is, one who is holy due to the fact that he daily refuses to conform to the sinful standards of the world - but instead seeks to daily live out the will of God in his life. He is able to do this due to the fact that he does what Paul taught in Romans 12:2. He daily transforms his mind with the Word of God. By doing this he proves what is the good, acceptable and perfect will of God.

There is not one shred of evidence in the New Testament which authorizes any man living to teach that all the Christian life is one continual worship service to God, with the tacked on disclaimer: except when sinning. There is not one shred of evidence in the New Testament that authorizes any man living to teach that while all the Christian life is not one continual worship service to God, that it should be. Those who claim Romans 12:1 teaches it ignore the context of Paul's statements.

Gary L. Grizzell, Preacher, Flynn's Lick Church of Christ, Gainesboro,TN.
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