BULLDOG: EMPIRE

Character Profiles
By Jason Cobley

Captain Winston Bulldog

Winston Bulldog is the only non-human Captain in the British Aerial Defence Force, based in Blighty City. He is the son of General John Bulldog, who disappeared during a battle when Winston was just a child. When his mother could not cope with the demands of a small child and the loss of a husband, Winston was placed in an orphanage. Growing up resentful of being abandoned, the young Winston swore to succeed on his own merits and joined the ADF at his first opportunity. An often reckless young officer, he nevertheless distinguished himself in acts of bravery and soon demonstrated leadership skills. When we join Winston at the start of Empire, he has been a Captain for many years, having played a prominent role in repelling the Vegenation invasion of Britain and leading the resistance when the country was dominated by a fascist dictatorship. He is now vital to the ADF’s peacekeeping role.

Winston Bulldog is the working-class hero made good. Although an officer, he has a very ‘blue collar’ attitude to his job. He does not suffer fools gladly and is irritated by pretension. He values honesty and loyalty above all things and this is something that makes him both a supportive Captain and a valuable friend. Equipped with a dry wit and a penchant for warm ale, Winston sometimes allows his strong feelings to dominate his thinking and has been known to rush into a difficult situation without thinking. An excellent marksman and pilot, he fortunately often finds a way out, sometimes more by accident than design.

Lieutenant Britanny Bell
Britanny Bell is a young female pilot, barely into her twenties. In her short career, she has distinguished herself, gaining an early field promotion during the British Civil War. Orphaned during the Vegenation invasion of Britain, she first met Winston Bulldog when he rescued her from a concentration camp. As she reached the end of her teens, she followed the career of her saviour and grew to admire him. As soon as Britanny enlisted in the ADF, Bulldog requested that she be assigned to his airship crew. Fiercely loyal to her mentor, she has risked her own life on numerous occasions to follow him into battle, even when it has involved breaking rules.

An attractive young black woman, Britanny has many admirers, but her experiences have made her into an independent spirit with a sharp line in sarcasm. This often puts off potential suitors, but perhaps in Empire she has finally met her match in…

Thorn Sapling

Thorn Sapling is a newly-qualified pilot and recent recruit to the ADF, having spent the last few years on the other side of the law. During the Civil War, whilst Bulldog was leading the resistance, Thorn was the leader of a terrorist organisation pledged to destroy the human government through an indiscriminate bombing campaign. This brought Thorn and Winston into conflict many times. With the installation of a new government, however, Thorn was pardoned for his crimes and settled his differences with Winston. His relationship with Winston goes back many years. As a younger man, Winston conducted a romantic relationship with Thorn’s mother, Heather Sapling. When Heather was killed by the criminal Dr Caracal, Thorn was left in the care of his grandparents, who placed him in a military boarding school. For years, he nursed a growing anger towards Bulldog, who he blamed for abandoning him, until their paths crossed again during the Civil War.

The parallels between Thorn’s childhood and Winston’s are clear to him now, and he looks up to Winston as a substitute father. He hides this behind a façade of over-confidence and flippancy, but beneath this he is grateful to be accepted into the ranks of the ADF. He is especially enamoured with Britanny Bell…

Samurai Commander Keiko Panda

Keiko Panda is an officer in the Nippon Naval Fleet. In Empire, she has been seconded to the British ADF as a liaison. She first met Winston Bulldog during an International Peace Conference held in Nippon, which was disturbed by an attack from Bavarian militants. Their relationship was initially cold and formal, although Winston has always been rather in awe of her self-confidence and skills as a warrior. He often feels embarrassed and inadequate in her presence, although this distance between them has narrowed as their paths have crossed over the years. She does have warm feelings for Bulldog, but her nature is to be emotionally distanced and centred at all times. Such is the discipline needed to be a samurai.

Keiko is a pure-bred panda-woman, born of Chinese parents who moved to Nippon (this Earth’s Japan) before her birth, hence her Nipponese given name. Brought up in a happy, secure home, she learned to see a spirituality hidden beneath the ultra-materialistic trappings of modern Nippon. Her Buddhist faith is privately important to her and contributes to intensely calm inner self. We see this in the conceit of her thoughts being written as three-line haiku poems.

Squadron Leader Sir Humphrey Biggsworth

Biggsworth heads the ADF. When Winston Bulldog first became an airship captain, Biggsworth was the captain of a sister airship. When Bulldog bent the rules to get the job done, Biggsworth often covered for him, and they built up a friendship. Now that Biggsworth is Bulldog’s superior officer, the informality remains although Bulldog respects his leadership. Humphrey is a family man, with a wife and two teenage sons. He is rather too easily offended for his own good sometimes, but he is a steadfast and upright man with a strong sense of social justice.

Emmeline Pankhurst
Mrs Pankhurst is a real historical figure who led the Women’s Franchise League (also known as The Suffragetes)  in the early part of the 20th century, campaigning for Women’s Rights. The Emmeline in Empire is a broad interpretation, coming as she does from a parallel world.

Charles Farrow 

Farrow is the villain of the piece. Bereaved when his wife contracted malaria in Africa, the bitter Farrow blamed the native population. This fuelled his devotion to the all-conquering British Empire of his alternate Earth. It also made him withdraw emotionally from his son. Driven by bitterness and his failure to contact the spirit of his dead wife, he seeks to destroy any way of life that does not fit in with his narrow world view. He strives for his kind of social order in place of the emotional chaos that he has made himself suppress.

General John Bulldog

John Bulldog is the father of Winston. In the course of Empire, we discover that the General Bulldog we encounter is a genetically-engineered fake. He is bred to pose as Winston’s father but in reality he is a bestial killing machine, equipped only for battle and for duplicity, brainwashed with Farrow’s propaganda.

