United States History
Welcome to U.S. History.  During your stay in this class we will learn about the people, places, and events that have shaped our nation’s history.  We will take a look at the early years of our nation, the single event (Civil War) that almost destroyed our nation, the greatest event in recent memory (World War II), the changes our nation has undergone in the 20th Century and what may lie ahead of us in the 21st Century.  I am excited to have you in my class and I hope it is an enjoyable experience for both you and I.  Below are brief descriptions of expectations, assignments, grades, etc.  Both you and your parent/guardian must read them and sign this paper, acknowledging that you understand and agree to the rules and conditions of my class.

EXPECTATIONS

My expectations for you in this class are high.  I expect every student to learn a basic understanding of U.S. History.  This year U.S. History will be a tested subject and will have a year end E.O.C. exam - therefore, I expect everyone to take this class seriously.  In addition, I expect each student to pay attention and to exhibit good behavior.  There will be NO TOLERATION of inappropriate behavior in my class.  Every student can succeed in my class if you pay attention, give 100%, and turn your work in on time.

GRADES

Tests………………………………………50%

Classwork, Homework, & Projects……….20%

Quizzes……………………………………25%

Class Participation………………………....5%

ASSIGNMENTS

Your grade will be determined based on your performance in several different types of work.  Below is a description of each:

Tests- Tests are the most important indicator of how you are doing in class.  They will be given fairly often and they will count 50% of your grade.  Tests will usually be a combination of multiple choice, matching, and essay.  Occasionally, variations may be needed (open book, open notes, etc.)  Every three weeks we will have a cumulative assessment test to better prepare us for the EOC exam.
Classwork, Projects, & Homework – assignments are frequently given and students are expected to complete all assignments.  We will work to complete assignments during school, however if time does not allow, assigned work must be taken home to be completed and turned in on the assigned day.  Homework may include worksheets, test corrections, vocabulary, and/or reading assignments.  Homework will count 20% of a student’s grade.

Quizzes – students will be quizzed regularly, often 2-3 times a week.  Some will be announced and some will be unexpected.  Quizzes will count 25% of a semester grade.

Notebook – Students must keep a notebook containing all information received in class.  This must be done in a 3 Ring Binder.  The notebook will be helpful for reviewing as we prepare for the EOC exam.  Students will not be graded on their notebook, however students who keep a good notebook usually perform better on their EOC exam.
Class Participation – class participation will count 5% and will be recorded daily.  Each student is expected to attend class regularly and to behave accordingly.  Students receive 20 points at the beginning of each day.  Points can be lost for the following reasons:


ISS/ASD……………………….-10 points


Absent (Ex.)……………………-5 points*


Absent (Unex.)………………...-30 points


Disruptive Behavior……………-5 points per incident


Tardy (Unex.)…………………..-5 points


Failure to Bring Materials……...-15 points

*Students may still lose 5 points on an excused absence if they fail to get their makeup work and turn it in.

All students are expected to complete work on time.  Students who fail to turn in work on time will be penalized 20 points per day.  After two late days the student can only make a 50 on any late work, however students WILL COMPLETE ALL ASSIGNMENTS.  Failure to complete an assignment IS NOT AN OPTION!!!  Make up work due to excused absences must be completed within 3 days from the date the student returns (some exceptions may apply for prolonged absences).

CLASS WEBSITE

Students can go to www.geocities.com/coachcfreeman/ to access the class website.  It has links to other helpful sites as well as information on the US History EOC.
If there are any questions or concerns, I will gladly speak with a parent/guardian to discuss their concerns.  Please call the school at 368-2251 to speak with my by telephone or to arrange an appointment to meet in person.  I have 2nd period planning and can take phone calls from 9:45-10:45 am or after school from 2:45 pm until 3:15 pm.


Please sign the contract and return it to class.


Student Signature_____________________________


Parent Signature______________________________

