Primary Source Intro

One part of the AP World History Exam is a Document Based Question (DBQ).  This essay requires the writer to answer a question based on the information contained in several primary documents.  The writer must read and interpreted these documents and then use the information contained within each to skillfully write an argumentative essay addressing the posed question.  The writer must take into account several things, including point of view (bias), implied information, etc.  To practice this, we will analyze three documents dealing with Islam and the way that non-believers were treated in Islamic controlled areas between 600-1400 CE.  These documents will vary on their location, encompassing the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia.

Read the introduction (Islam and Unbelievers) and the following articles:


#62 – Ibn Muslama’s Pact with the Christians of Tiflis and the Pact of Umar


#63 – The Jewish Community of Twelfth-Century Baghdad


#64 – The Deeds of Sultan Firuz Shah

For each article read the background information and then read the article, answering the following questions:

1. Who created the source and why?  Was it created through a spur of the moment act, a routine transaction, or a thoughtful, deliberate process?

2. Did the recorder have firsthand knowledge of the event(s)? Or, did the recorder report what others saw and heard?

3. Was the recorder a neutral party, or did the creator have opinions or interests that might have influenced what was recorded?

4. Was the source produced for personal use, for one of more individuals, or for a large audience?

5. Was the source meant to be public or private?

6. Did the recorder wish to inform or persuade others? (Check the words in the source.  The words may tell you whether the recorder was trying to be objective or persuasive.)  Did the recorder have reasons to be honest or dishonest?

7. Was the information recorded during the event, immediately after the event, or after some lapse of time?  How large a lapse of time?

