AP World History Course & Exam

The AP World History course is divided into five sections:


Foundations (8000 BCE-600 CE)


600 CE – 1450 CE


1450 CE – 1750 CE


1750 CE – 1914 CE


1914 CE – Present

The AP World History Exam is divided into two sections, a multiple-choice section and an essay section.  Both sections are equally weighted, comprising 50% of the AP Exam grade.

Multiple-Choice


The multiple-choice section consists of 70 questions designed to measure the students’ knowledge of world history from the Foundations period  to the present.  The examination comprises approximately 19-20% from the Foundations period, 22% from 600-1450 CE, 19-20% from 1450-1750 CE, 19-20% from 1750-1914 CE, and 19-20% from 1914 to the present.  There are also may be several questions that are cross-chronological.  Students will have 55 minutes to complete this section.

Free Response Essay


The essay portion of the AP Exam consists of three different essays – a Document Based Question (DBQ), a Change-over-time essay, and a Comparative essay.  Each essay will be graded on a scale of 1-9, with each counting 1/3 of the total essay grade.  Students will have 130 minutes to complete the essays (40 minutes each) with the 1st 10 minutes counting as a reading period.

To best prepare for the exam, we will have a cumulative multiple-choice test at the end of each section.  We will also have weekly in-class timed writing assignments.  We will rotate these between DBQ, Change-over-time, and Comparative essays.

