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Hoax Spreads
Terror Here;

Some Pack Up

Rosds Jammed-Fear| |

Seds Sevetal Pervots”|
- To Hospitals
Three trunk Lines into Trénion
police headquarters were Jammed
1as! night atter the “horror” broad-

cast a3 panic-stricken cltizens fale- |-
! {ported one drunk rushed intn the
* Istation hause at the height of the

phoned to learn the real extent of
the damages and the best methods
of deéfense. Scores of doctors,
nurses and National Guardsmen,
\ynaware that it was all a hoax,
called to offer Immediate emér-

gency services, |

State Police headquarters like-
|wise was flooded with so many
calls that & squad of troopers was

guns and sent speeding to the,
seene of the “invasion.” When they
reached Grovers Mill however,
they found nothing more than a
dilapidated mlill overrun with
hundreds of would-be rescuers
and thrill-seekers,

Tha troopers reported the roads
in the vicinity of Grovers Mill and
Duteh Neck were virfually im-
|passable. So many people were
elther trying to reach the scene of
the “invasion” or to ge! away
from it ns fast ay possible that
traffie was almost at 2 standstill
 lor miies around. :

Among the. first to reach the
mill site were Arthur F. Budding-
ton, -chalrman - of - the Princeton
University geology  depattment,
and Professor Harry H. Hess, peo-
logieal expert on ‘minmlnn.
| Armed with a geologist’s hammer
{and u flashlight they began &

.

equipped with gas masks and rio |

Terror Spread
' Here by Hoax’
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Many Packed Up Be-
longings

F

| iConlinued from Pape Onel,

fermive if they were of earthly or
heaverly nnigut, :

In Kingston one church closed
ya bilearly 1o give the cangrega-
Jtinne time to- prepare for Judge-

lehureh were disrupled when a
framtic man rushed in shouling
“The world is-coming o an end.”

I Lieutenant Gporge Gilbert, at
‘| Trenion police headquarlers, re-

lexcitement and demanded he be
sent o the Wearkhouse for safe-
S keeping,  He declared he would
{feel safe there [rom any M
| invasion,

! i

‘and Franciz Tarr said 1he;‘f were

o jswamped with telephone calis re=

questing infarmatina on antidotes
for poison gas and the treatment
nf persons overcome by the deadly
fumes, One Hamillon Township
woman vowed she had stuffed all
the doors and windows with paper
and wet rapgs but that the fumes
were already seeping into her liv-
ing room,

Twn Nerth  Clinton  Avenue
familiea tnld the dispatchirs they
had packed a few personal be-
longings, bundled their children
inta automnbiles and were pre-
paring 1o leave for' the West
Coasty They wanted to know

r| how long it would take to reach

the Rocky Mounlains,
Patrolman James Creedon said

Hudsen County ear had stopped
him and asked the direction to

leaving the State had slopped and
inquired If the invaders had
reached Trenton az vel

"The panic reached s peak In
the metropolitan New York sec-
tion. Unaware of the fletion of
what they had heard, thousands
rushed into the streets and parks,
spreading their infectious alarm
ax they milled around waiting for
the destruction to overtake them,
In the residential Clinton Hills
Lseckon of Newark., police found

' systematic tapplng of recks to de-
{Continued on Page Tiwo)

more than 20 familles with thelr
belongings huddled In the sireets,
their faces covered with water-

—

! ment Day, Services in a Princeton .

a terrified motorist riding in a

the Lincoln Highway, Bridge po-|
lice reported several motorists |

e ey v e
tinn, Unaware of the fiction af |
what they had heard, thoysands

rushed inte the streels and parks,

spreading their infectlous alarm

a3 they milled around waiting for

the destruction ta overtake them.

In the residential Clinton Hills

section of Newark, police found

more than 20 familles with thelr

belongings huddled in the sireets,

thelr faces covered with watler-

soaked handkerchiefs. Fiftsen of

the group were trealed at St Mi-

chaels Hospital for shock.

In distant parts of the country,
e which the fantasy was carried
by a natlon-wide hookup, the
panle was slightly less than in
| New York, Telephone systems as
far away as the Pacific Coast were
tied up with persons trying to as-
certain the fate of relatives and
friends. Three Prineeton Unfvera
ity students were ordered home
immediately, :

A Princeton senlor, drowning
his sorrows overdilarvard's foot-
ball victory, telephoned the “Dally
Princetonian” office from a1 New
York bar. He wanted to know if
any of Coach Tad Wieman's play-
ers had been stricken by the|
"palson gas" before placing a bet|
orn the Rutgers-Princeton game
this Saturday.
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Trenton and Princelon Are de-
partments  reporled  receiving
numerous calls from New York
and Newark, asking how bad the
flames were and if any additional
fire  fighting  equipment was
needed.

One man was treated at Mer-
cer HospHal fer a heart attack
which attendants sald might pos-
sibly have. been induced by the
ultra-realistic broadeast

- There were many persons, of
course, whoe actually "“saw" the
“little men from Mara" and de-
scribed minutely the detail® of the
“invasion." The Trenton police
radie room reeeived a call from
a hysterical girl near the site of
the landing of the meteor.” “You
cant Imagine the horror of 1t
she screamed, “It's helll”

| One Bronx man called police
| headquarters, announcing:

“They're bombing New Jersey!"

"How do you know?" inquired
the patroiman.

"I henrd it on the radis," stam-
mered the man. “Then [ went up
ant the roof and I could see the
smeke from the bombs drifting
W el T de?™ =

The patrolman calmned the
man, a8 he did hundreds of other
callers, by explaining it was purely
a dramatization,

Several nurses, hysterical, ran:
from the nurses' home at the Med-
jeal Centre in Jersey City. Women
were resn praving in the streets

—— A . L]

any of Coach Tad Wieman's play-
ers had been siricken by the
"palson gas" before placing a be
on the Rutgers-Princelon gamt
this Saturday.

Trenton and Princetan fAre de-
partments  reported  receiving
numerous ecalls from New York
and Newark, asking how bad the
flames were and i! any additional
fire  fghling equipment was
neaded,

One man was treated at Mer-
cer Hospflal for a heart attack
which attendants said might pos-
sibly have. been induced by the
ultra-realistic broadeast

—

- There were many persons, of
course, who actually “saw" the
"little men from Man” and de-
scribed minutely the detaily of the
“invasion." The Trenion police
radio room received a eal] from
a hysterical girl near the site of
the landing of the meteor.” “You
can’'t Imagine the horror of It
she screamed. “Its hel]l”

One Bronx man called police

| headgquariers, announcing:

“They're bombing New Jersey?"

“How dn you know?" inquired
the patrelman, : i

“I hewird it on the radio,” stam=
mered the man, “Then I went up
on the renf and I could see the
smoke {rom the bombs drilting
What shall T do?"

The patrolman calmned the
man, as he did hundreds of ather
callers, by explaining it was purely
a dramatization,

Several nurses, hysterical, ran
from the nurses' home at the Med-
ieal Centre in Jersey City. Women
were seen praying in the streets
in many places,

A church supper in Wood-Ridge
was disrupted when a terrified
man, dragging his children, rushed
in 1o get hiz wife ta flea with
them. A mnlorist who heard the
broadcast on  his asute radio
emptied a motion picture theatre
in Orange by rushing jn and cry-
ing, "The State iz being Invaded.
This place is geing to be blown
u.p.?l

An- unexplained flickering of
electric lights in parts of the State
—although hours Thefore the
broadeast—helped to Increase the
panic when it came. .

*A  West Orange restaurant,
where the radia was turned on,
lost a lot of money when all the
cusfomers' fled without paying
their checkr.. . = A







