The Militia Coatee of John Quincy Adams Nadenbousch,

circa 1860
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BERKEI EY County, Virginia, civic and militia leader

Jahn QAL Nadenhousch was bom on 31 Oetober 1824,
His grawdrather, Philip, was purportedby o Prossian ollicer in
the service ol King Lonis XV of Prance when he married
Marie Jeanne of Lorruine, Philip Nadenbousch and his voung
bride immigrated 1o St Mary s, Maryland, before the Ameri-
can Revolution: After Philip®s death, the Nadenbousch family
settled in Berkeley Counvy around 200
John Nadenbouvsch received his education fram local pri-
vate schools, He married Hester Tane Miller om 13 December
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FR4H and resided in Martinsburg, Nadenbousch, one of U
county’'s leading businessmen, operated a profituhle zristmill
and whiskey distillery. He also reactivated the local militia
company (the Berkeley Border Guards ) on 31 Oetober 18359,
The company’s muster was part of a larger military response
teelohn Brown's Raid at Harpers Ferrv, Captain Nadenbousch
hield regular drills and soon received the respect of his men
whe presented him with a sword as o “token of esteem™ on 10)
barch | &6d?

Madenbousch's Berkeley Border Guards uniform eoar
(F1Gs 1-9) consisted of a single-breasted cader aray coales of
meditm weight, The coatis fastened by nine U8, staff butlons
backmarked "HORSTMANN BROS, & CO7 and decorated
with nine rows of tan frogeing spaeed two inches apart and
highlighted with red thread, The butons have heen removed
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from the cuffs and the Talse packess on the reverse Thi coll
has red Facings with three-inch gilt cord hraicds. Stmilarly, the
cufts are decorated with red lacings and six-inch high ol
bradd quatreloals. O the reverse, there are red facings on the
lurnbacks and false pockets with a gilt cord braid chevron on
the tails, Modern stitching is found on the right tail and seam.
The coatee’s sleeves und Lwo interior breast pockets are lined
will tan cotton. The ails and body are lined with finished
green colton, With the exception of u targe hale under the
levweer arm, the coates has minor maothing, The lining 15 frayed
throughont with repairs evident under the cellar and stained al
thee bottonm ol the tails.

Madenbousch’s company heeded the call 1o arms after
Virginia seceded from the Union on |8 April [861. The
Berkeley Border Guards and other militia units occupied the
Huarpers Ferry Armory alter the LS, oops retreated inio
bMaryland. The armories in Harpers Ferry, Virginia, and
Springfield, Massachuseus, were the only two Federal arms
manuiactoring lacilines in the country, The capture of weap-
ans and machinery at Harpers Ferry helped arm Virgio and,
later, Conlederate roops. The Virginia militia, however, was
disorganized and needed supplies. On 29 April 1861, Caol,
Thomas Tonathan Jackson assumed command at Harpers
Ferry and quickly instilled military discipline. Additionally,
Jackson neganized the diverse militia companies ot regi-
ments. The ten militin companies from ihe lower valley
formed the 2d Vicginia Voluoteer Infantry under the com-
mand of Col, James Allen,!

The Berkeley Border Guard: became Company [, 2d
Virginia Infaneey, on 3 May 18610 and Tormed pat of the
famed Stonewall Brizade. Nadenbousch served with distine
tion and rose o command the regiment undi] a battle woeand
forced his resignation in [#6.
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Nadenbousch’s company headed the call woarms aller
Virginia seceded from the Union on 18 April 1861, The
Berkeley Border Guards and other militi units ocenpied e
Harpers Ferry Armory after the TLS. troops retreated it
Marvland, The armories in Hurpers Ferry, Virgima, and
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