The Circumscription and Compromise (#2)

Major Concepts

Self-concept:  one’s view of self that has many elements, such as one’s appearance, abilities, gender, personality, values, and place in society

Images of Occupations:  occupational stereotypes that include personalities of people in different occupations, the work that is done, and how appropriate that work is for different types of people

Cognitive Maps of Occupations:  how adolescents & adults distinguish occupations into major dimensions – e.g., M/F, occupational prestige, & field of work

Social Space:  the zone of acceptable alternatives in each person’s cognitive map – each person’s view of where he or she fits in or wants to fit in

Circumscription:  the process by which a person narrows her territory when making a decision about social space or acceptable alternatives

Compromise:  settling for a good choice rather than the best choice – adjusting aspirations to accommodate external reality (e.g., job market, education required, family obligations)
