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Purpose: To enhance the awareness of Buffalo’s Iroquois Confederacy history, and to promote cultural knowledge and sensitivity.

Brownie Girl Scouts: Complete five requirements, including the three starred (***).

Junior Girl Scouts: Complete seven requirements, including the three starred (***).

Cadette/Senior Girl Scouts: Complete nine requirements, including the three starred (***).

ACTIVITIES

1. ***What six First American nations are part of the Haudenosaunee?  What does Haudenosaunee mean?  How was the Iroquois Confederacy formed?  Where did the nations of the Haudenosaunee live?  What do the symbols of the Haudenosaunee flag represent?

2. ***Visit a First American reservation, OR Speak with a First American about his/her culture, OR Visit a historical First American settlement, such as Ganandagan in Victor, NY.  How many First Americans live on reservations.?  How is life on a reservation different from life off of a reservation?  How is it similar?  What are some harmful stereotypes of First Americans?  How do those stereotypes differ from First American life?  Share what you have learned with your troop.

3. ***Who is Red Jacket?  How did he get his name?  Where did he get his name?  Where is he buried?  If possible, visit his monument at Forest Lawn.

4. Read one of the myths or legends of one of the six nations of the Haudenosaunee.  What is the purpose of the myth or legend?  Draw or paint a picture or write a poem or song depicting the legend you read, OR Creat your own myth or legend.  What is the purpose of your story?

5. The White Pine tree is  a symbol of the Haudenosaunee, and also a symbol of peace.  What does a White Pine tree look like?  Where are White Pine trees found?  What growing conditions does a White Pine tree need to survive?

6. What kind of buildings did the Haudenosaunee build for dwelling?  Draw a picture or create a model of a typical Haudenosaunee home.

7. Lacrosse is a traditional Haudenosaunee game, played for recreation and as a ritual.  Learn the rules of Lacrosse.  Share what you learn with your troop.  If possible, participate in a Lacrosse game as either a player or as a spectator.

8. What is wampum?  What was wampum used for?  Design your own wampum, with symbols that are important to you.

9. Traditional Haudenosaunee dolls are made from dried husks of corn.  Learn how corn husk dolls are made, and create your own.  Remember that traditional cornhusk dolls do not have faces, due to Haudenosaunee cultural beliefs.

10. The Haudenosaunee refer to corn, beans, and squash as the Three Sisters because these foods are essential to the Haudenosaunee diet.  Grow a small garden (outdoors or in pots) of corn, beans, and squash, OR make a dish including corn, beans, and squash.  Serve the dish to your troop.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

BOOKS

(available at Buffalo and Erie County Public Libraries)

Minimum reading level indicated for books.

First People: Mohawks of North America by Connie Ann Kirk (Juniors0

. . . If You Lived With the Iroquois by Ellen Levine (Juniors)

The Iroquois by Raymond Bial (Cadettes)

The Iroquois: A First Americans Book by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve (Cadettes)

The Iroquios Indians by Bill Lund (Brownies)  Includes a wampum craft

Realm of the Iroquois by Time Life Books (Cadettes)

WEBSITES

Adult assistance recommended for Internet research

www.arborday.org  Great information on the White Pine tree

www.germantown.K12.il.us/html/woodland2.html  Good resource, written for 3rd graders

www.oneida-nation.net  

www.peace4turtleisland.com 

www.projectview.org/IroquoisWebResources.htm  Listing of helpful webpages, by topic

