FEBRUARY AGENDA

Leaders Meeting – February 7, 2004


Notes from Kathy B.-

· If your troop is still interested in attending the Ski/Snowboard Night at Bristol Mountain Thursday, February 19th, call 374-1135.  Money is due to them by 2/9/04.  Ski packages ($25.00) and snowboard packages ($30.00) include lift, lesson, and rental.   Leaders need to be there to pick up the tickets at the time of the event.  The event is open to Scouts and family members age 7 and up.

· The Troop Membership and Troop Progress forms need to be picked up and filled out today.  After filling them out, PLEASE RETURN TO KATHY TODAY. 

· You will also find your troop’s copy of the Council Planning Book Supplement.  Now I know you have lots to do, but check out pages 7 (re saying grace at meetings and events – a change from previous policy) and 17 > (new trainings).  I hope you’re sitting when you read this, but council is going to be offering training via their website!  Check out what is being or will be offered on p 17.  You will be thrilled!  I was amazed!  This is the way for GSUSA to stay afloat!

· Council has put together a Junior G.S. Bronze Award record form to make it easier to keep track of everyone.  I will have copies for Junior leaders on the table.  One per troop.

· Brownie uniform pieces have been reduced again (jumpers now $3.49, leggings and sweatshirts dropping in price as well).  But the other side of the coin – “New Brownie uniform pieces are being introduced soon, and have been ordered for our stores.”  (
· To further clarify (?) money earning activities we have a definition of what GSUSA considers a “commercial product ” – “anything sold at retail is a commercial product.  Girls may not sell commercial products as money-earning activities.  The public see the sale of a commercial product as an endorsement of that product by the seller.  Since 1939, the National Board of Directors has had a policy restricting endorsement of commercial products by Girl Scouts.”  Also:  “Girl Scout troops/groups requesting approval from their council for money-earning projects must follow council procedures, but cannot be given permission to sell items they may create with the Girl Scout service mark or other Girl Scout marks without prior approval from GSUSA.”  Pause here to remind yourself to smile!  (
· For Girl Scouts ages 11-17, there will be a Regional Girl Congress July 30th  – August 1st at the Bloomington Campus of Indiana University.  Deadline for the Interest Indicator is 2/16/04.  The early bird registration date is 4/15/04 and the fee is $150.00/person.   Second Chance deadline is 5/15/04 – fee of $150.00/person.  Last chance, 6/15/04 – fee of $200.00/person.  There will be a ton of fun things to do and places to visit, but one of the main things girls are expected to do is take workshops on parliamentary procedure and the take part in an all girl congress on Sunday morning.  I will have copies for older girl troops to peruse!

· There are vacancies on the Marcus Whitman SU bus headed to Washington, DC June 25th – 27th.  Price is $269.00/person (based on 40 filled seats) or $279.00/person (based on 35-39 seats filled).  For details call Jill at 585-526-0005 or email: otteremerson@netzero.net.

· The Lock-In.   Information is still being worked on but we have the date – it is Friday, March 26th at the Weslyan Church on Middle Cheshire Rd.  More info will follow, but I have asked the Service Team to put it together w/o me.  If you have an hour or two to spare to work on this committee, please let me know ASAP.  It looks like the plans just need a little tweaking as we know what we want to do, and who is doing it.  Just not the time schedule for the evening and a few other things.  I will ask you to let me know your numbers by the 21st.  If I remember correctly, we thought $5.00/girl, but that information will be given to you before the March meeting and you can pay at the meeting.
· You should all know by now that my dad fell and fractured his hip in December and I spent two weeks in January with him and my mom.  While he was in rehab there, I had him tested for and he proved to have Alzheimer’s.  So the fall was actually a blessing in disguise.  I brought them both home to live with us (though they both hate winter and think they’ll be going back there this fall!).   I have taken a Family Medical Leave to stay home and take care of them.  I think that will be in effect until late April.    I have a lot on my plate now and I know the load will only increase as time goes on, so I have decided to leave the SUM position this coming June.  I have truly enjoyed being SUM the past 5 years and feel I have grown tremendously as a person, but now is the time to move on and hand the position on to one (or two) of you.   You won’t be alone – The FANTASTIC Service Team works together on everything.   I truly wouldn’t have been able to do anything without them!  They are the best! (
Next two meeting dates – March 4th, April 1st
SUM’s email address – kbluett@rochester.rr.com
SU Website:  www.geocities.com/cndgasu

