         The Christian Home – Part 2           08/12/02

(Authority & Responsibility in the Christian Home)
Bible Passage:  Ephesians 5:21 - 6:4.

Memory Verse:  “However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.” (Eph. 5:33. NIV.)  

Lesson’s Aim and Objective

“Love and submission” in the family is the focus of this lesson. 


Lesson Introduction

The family relationship is likened to the love of Christ for 

His body, the Church, Eph.5:25-30.








    In that relationship, authority flows down from the Lord

through the man as in 1 Cor. 11:3, but each member of

the family, and indeed every human being, remains                                                                                         directly accountable to Him, Rom.14:10; 2 Cor.5:10;






Hebr. 4:13.      

Think of Abraham:

As the physical head of his family, he related directly

to God, receiving orders from Him and passing them 

down to his wife and children Disobeying God’s word

through Abraham was tantamount to disobeying the 

One Who gave Abraham the instructions.

May we not be condemned by Christ for disobeying

that which He has commanded us to do.

Lesson Outline 1: The Wife in True Submission
· A truly Christian woman will be submissive 

to her husband as unto the Lord. She has to accept

the headship of the husband, even if both of them 

were married as unsaved persons and she later came 

to know the Lord as her Saviour. 1 Pet. 3:1-2; Col.3:18; Eph. 5:22-24, 33b; 1 Tim. 2:11-14.
· Here is a long list of characteristics expected to be found in the Christian wife:

· Obedience, 1 Pet 3:1.
                                o      Reverence or respect, Eph. 5:33; 1 Pet 3:5-6.     

· Humility, both inward & outward, 1 Pet. 3:3-4.       o      Gentle & quiet spirit, 1 Pet 3:4.
· Loving, pure & self-controlled, Tit. 2:3-5.               o      Motherly (mother-hearted), Ps. 128:3.
· Diligent in rearing the children, Ps. 144:11-12        o     Prayerfulness, Matt.15: 21-28.
· Noble character, Prov. 31:10-31.
Under what conditions should the Christian wife submit to her husband? See 1 Pet 3:1-2; Eph. 5:24.
Lesson Outline 2: The Loving Husband
· The husband is the head of the wife, just as Christ is the Head of the Church, which is also described as His body, Eph. 5:23; 1 Cor.11:3.

· The analogy goes further than just being “head”. The love the Lord has for the Church, His body, is the type of love the Christian husband should have for his wife, the “flesh of his flesh, and the bone of his bone”, i.e. his body, Eph. 5:25, 29, 33a; Rom.5:6-10; Matt. 26:66-75. 

· The husband should therefore be willing to love his wife in her pain and sickness, in her weakness, inefficiency, time-wasting slowness, non-smartness and all the faults he can see in her (just to the same extent and accommodation with which Christ loves the Church), willingly going the “extra mile” on her behalf – until death parts them, Eph. 5:28-29; Phil.2:5-8.

· Rather than fault-finding and criticizing her, the husband should strive to beautify and build her up, spiritually and physically, just the way the Lord is engaged in working at producing for Himself a “radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless”, Eph.5:25-30.
· That is why the man must leave his parents, relations, colleagues and friends and be united with his wife, Eph, 5:31-32, so she has no doubts whatsoever that this man is one with her, that he is hers, stands behind her, supports her, is ready to give his life for her, etc.                                                     If you love her, then help her to find submission something she is only too keen to offer.

· He is to fully partake in the upbringing of the children in the fear and knowledge of the Lord. That does not go with throwing his weight around and being a bully or terror in the home. Col.3:21; Eph. 6:4.
Points of discussion

· When you look at the responsibilities of the Christian wife and the husband before God, which is greater?

· Can’t the wife claim she cannot submit because the husband is not showing her the type of love Christ has for the Church?

· On the other hand, can’t the husband say he will love her to the extent shown by Jesus for the Church the day she starts submitting and showing respect to him? 

· How can each party help the other to do a better job of exercising his/her responsibility?

Lesson Outline 3: The Children
· Children are a heritage from the Lord, and as such they should be brought up in line with the design of the Giver, Psalm 127:3-5.
· The starting point for their upbringing in the fear of God is not the School, or even the Sunday School. Rather it is the home, with the parents being held responsible by the One Who gave the children to them, Prov.22: 6.
· That way they will become the crown or glory of the parents, and the parents will be the pride of their children even when the latter mature and grow up, Prov. 17:6.

· Children should be trained to obey their parents. When they do that, they please the Lord and inherit the promise that goes with their obedience to the parents, Eph. 6:1-3; Col. 3:20.

· The kingdom of heaven belongs to those who are childlike, Matt. 19:14.
Summary

The banner over the husband, wife and children is Christ’s love.
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God’s family order:      1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:21-6:4.       
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