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	Online Courses
The best thing about online courses is the schedule, because no matter who you are or what you're doing, online courses are always available. For working professionals or the idle curious, online courses offer the opportunity to delve into a new topic without committing to being in a classroom three times per week. Most companies offering online classes have wide deadlines for completion and flexible withdrawal policies. Since many of the best builders are self-taught, online courses are quickly becoming an extension of this profession's independent learning spirit.




SmartPlanet
368 Lakeside Dr.
Foster City, CA 94404
888/321-1357
ZD University has moved into SmartPlanet, but the courses and procedures are the same. Students need only Web access and a credit card to sign up, pay for, and complete courses. Within the Internet topics, students can choose from several options within tracks entitled Databases, Web Design & Graphics, Programming, Web Master, and Networks & Servers. Within the Web Design & Graphics track, classes are offered in Photoshop, Paint Shop Pro, Illustrator, CSS, and basic design techniques. Wanna-be programmers can take courses in Perl and CGI, all things Java, and Visual Basic. SmartPlanet is a good choice for builders who want to dive quickly into a new technology or become familiar with an authoring tool without going deeper than the fundamentals of usage.




Techies.com
6100 W. 110th St.
Bloomington, MN 55438
612/944-1020
Purchasing a $129.95 subscription to Techies.com gives you access to more than 200 online courses, including instruction on Photoshop, Paint Shop Pro, CGI/Perl, and DHTML. The subscription is good for one year, and classes are entirely Web-based, meaning you can start a class at any time and complete it at your own pace. If you're a job seeker, one significant perk of registration with Techies.com is the automatic inclusion of your vital stats and skill set in the nationwide job bank and resume pool. Job descriptions matching your abilities and interest are emailed to the address of your choice, and employers can scan your resume online.




UserActive
302 East John St.
Champaign, IL 61820
217/244-2030
UserActive, in conjunction with the University of Illinois, offers a Web-based, self-paced certificate program in Web Programming, with courses in CGI and Perl, HTML, JavaScript, Unix for HTML, and SQL databases. Students can register and pay for classes online, and then access classwork, including projects and quizzes, with their unique usernames and passwords. Each class has its own time frame for completion, usually 8 to 12 weeks. Instructors grade every quiz and project, and passing the classes is dependent on these evaluations. Tuition for individual classes ranges from $198 to $298. Completing all six courses will earn you a certificate. UserActive offers some good programming courses for the intermediate builder, and the hands-on projects will appeal to new students who don't have a lot of professional experience.




Headlight.com
54 Mint St., 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103
877/306-0222
Headlight specializes in training for small to medium-sized businesses and offers discounts for group enrollment, but individuals are also welcome to sign up for courses covering topics such as developing with HTML 4.0, Oracle Web Server, and Microsoft authoring tools. All Headlight classes require a 56k modem connection and the latest browser version of either Navigator or Internet Explorer. Web-based simulations provide students the opportunity to apply newly learned skills in a realistic environment before the completion of required exams. Classes cost between $74.95 and $149.95, and they are usually completed in six to eight weeks, but students retain access to coursework and materials for up to one year. Headlight.com has the most to offer beginner to intermediate builders on conservative educational budgets.




Sessions Online
476 Broome St., 4th Floor
New York, NY 10013
800/258-4115
The self-proclaimed "first virtual school of art and design," Sessions Online offers Web-based classes in traditional design mediums, with a growing number of Web-centric courses covering topics such as Web design, Photoshop, Illustrator, animation, and multimedia. Most courses begin a new cycle of enrollment on a weekly basis and are held over three sessions (the time and pace of each session initiated by the student logging-on to the Sessions site), with tuition averaging $229 per class. All assignments are turned in via email and evaluated by a course instructor.

Sessions Online also offers certification in Web design for a flat fee of $1,149, which gives students about a 15 percent discount over taking the required courses individually. With a faculty boasting backgrounds in established offline institutions such as NYU and Yale, Sessions Online is a strong choice for online study.
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