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FAIR EXHIBIT REQUIREMENTS

1.  Each exhibitor is limited to showing in 3 breed classes, and a Get of Sire or Produce of   
Dam class.  You may also show in 2 of the 3 market classes:  Pen of 3, Fryer, or 
Roaster.

2.  No rabbits under 3 months are to be shown except in market pen classes.

3. No sick or diseased animal will be exhibited.  The Superintendent has the right to 
disqualify a sick or diseased animal, and send animal home.

4.  Each exhibitor must furnish his own food and feed/water cups.  Each exhibitor must 
have his/her name available and where they can be found during Fair.  Pen must be 
cleaned each day.  Fair Board has the right to withhold premiums if this not complied 
with.

5.  Each exhibitor must participate in Breed Judging and Showmanship.  Your rabbit will 
have to be presented by someone, preferably the owner, when it is being judged. 
The superintendent will not be responsible for showing the rabbit.

6.  Exhibitor must remove carrying cages or boxes after entering rabbits.  Any cages or 
boxes not removed by Sunday night will be removed by the Superintendent.

7.  One rabbit per pen, except meat pens of 3.

8.  Ribbons are presented to sixth place.

9.  All rabbits must be checked in with a health check on Sunday from 1:00pm. - 4:00pm.  
HAVE YOUR EXHIBIT TAGS WITH YOUR RABBITS.  No rabbit shall be put 
into a pen until you are assigned a pen number.  No changing of cage assignments.

10.  ALL RABBITS MUST HAVE A PERMANENT EAR Number IN THE LEFT EAR 
BEFORE JUNE 30.

11.  “Explorers” will bring rabbits on Thursday only to participate in an educational and 
non-competitive event.

12.  RABBIT PROJECT (RECORD) BOOKS ARE REQUIRED OF EACH 
EXHIBITOR.  Obtain the workbook from the 4-H office and enter Class on 
Premium Statement.

13.  Meat Pens that are at least 3 - 5 lbs. may be shown.

********EACH MEMBER MAY SHOW ONLY ONE RABBIT PER CLASS********
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4-H RABBIT PROJECT GUIDELINES

1. MEMBERS MUST DECLARE THEIR 4-H PROJECT ANIMALS BY JUNE 15 OF THE 
CURRENT YEAR.

2.  To declare your animal(s), you must fill out a rabbit declaration from (available at the 4-H 
office) with the following information on each animal:  BREED, VARIETY, AND 
SEX.  It must be returned to the 4-H no later than June 15.

3.  The rabbit record book must be started and kept until the end of the project year.   The 
latest date for starting this record book and for ownership of the project animal(s) is 
June 30 of the current year (except for the market pen classes).

4.  Completion of the rabbit record book is REQUIRED for any member entering any rabbit 
classes within Department A Division 9 of the current Kent County fair book.

5.  THE RABBIT RECORD BOOK MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE 4-H OFFICE BY 
4:30pm, the last Friday of JUNE.  FAILURE TO COMPLETE THE RECORD 
BOOK WILL DISQUALIFY THE MEMBER FROM COMPETING IN ANY 
RABBIT CLASSES.  It is RECOMMENDED that your project book be kept on 
display throughout fair in your club booth.

6.  Members may add additional pages to include pictures of their project animals.  This is 
optional, but is encouraged.

7.  All members are REQUIRED to enter the showmanship division of the 4-H rabbit project.

8.  All members are encouraged to exhibit their animals at least once during the project year, 
such as the local area shows or the STATE 4-H Rabbit Show.

9.  All members are encouraged to enter a rabbit science project.

2

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RABBIT BOOK PROJECT
The following pages contain questions pertaining to the rabbit project area.

Answers to these questions can be found in Rabbits, Rabbits, Rabbits (4-H publication), The Standard of Perfection, A Guide To Raising Better Rabbits, (publications of The American Rabbit Breeders Association), Rabbit Production (published  by Interstate Press), or Your Rabbits (Storybook publication).  These books and other helpful rabbit materials are available at the County Extension Office for your use or can be purchased at rabbit shows.  See your leader for this information.

The purpose of this book is to familiarize the exhibitor with the materials available and how to use those materials.

Each exhibitor is required to answer questions bases on their age class in the project area. (See schedule below).

Each year exhibitors will be required to answer different questions from this book.  Therefore, the project book MUST be kept on file by the exhibitor.  It is suggested that this book, all pages of answers and extra pages used be kept in a 3 ring binder.

REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT BOOKS:

(Pages P1, P2, & P3 are numbered in the top right hand corners.)
Each exhibitor Must fill in all information on their project animal and questions  for the project story (P1 & P1a).  Each year, a brief story about the exhibitor and what they have done throughout the project is also required (P1a). 
Novice: (9 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P2, & page 8

Novice: (10 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P2, & page 9 

Intermediate: (11 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P2, & page 10

Intermediate: (12 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P2, & page 11

Junior: (13 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 12

Junior: (14 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 13

Junior: (15 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 14

Senior: (16 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 15

Senior: (17 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 16

Senior: (18 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 17

Senior: (19 year olds) Complete P1, P1a, P3, & page 18  
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P1

INFORMATION ON MY PROJECT ANIMAL

AND PROJECT STORY

1.  What breed of rabbit do you have?

2.  What variety do you have?

3.  Is your rabbit a 4 or 6 class breed?

4.  What are the weight ranges listed in the Standard of Perfection for your breed?

5.  What is the fur type of your rabbit?

6.  What is your rabbit’s eye color?

7.  What is the body type of your rabbit?

8.  What type of equipment do you use for your rabbit?

9.   How do you groom your rabbit?
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P1a
Project Story
Write a brief story about yourself and your rabbit throughout the project.
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Using the picture above, fill in the parts of the rabbit on the blanks below.

A _____________ L ______________

B _____________ M ______________

C _____________ N ______________

D _____________ O ______________

E _____________ P ______________

F _____________ Q ______________

G _____________ R ______________

H _____________ S ______________

I _____________ T _____(___only)

J _____________ U ______________

K _____________ V ______________
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Using the diagram above, identify the parts of the rabbit’s digestive system on the blanks below.

A __________________ E ________________

B __________________ F ________________

C __________________ G ________________

D __________________ H ________________
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NOVICE

Page 8 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P2 should be completed by the 9 year old.

1.  What does A.R.B.A. stand for?

2.  How many teeth do rabbits have?

3.  How many toenails do rabbits have?

4.  What book is used to judge rabbits by?

5.   What are the four (4) fur types in rabbits?


1.




3.


2.




4.

6.  What is a pedigree?

7.  What is the best way to control disease in the rabbit?

8.  The birth process in rabbits is called what?

9.  What is snuffles?

10.  In what ear do you tattoo a rabbit?
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NOVICE

Page 9 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P2 should be completed by the 10 year old.

1.  Why should you avoid handling your rabbit just prior to a show?

2.  What is the proper procedure to handle a rabbit (identify the 5 steps)?

3.  Why is it important to tattoo rabbits?

4.  What is the most important nutrient in a rabbit’s diet?

5.  What is base color?

6.  How long is the gestation period of a rabbit?

7.  What is a dewlap and what is its purpose?

8.  What is a male rabbit called?

9.  What is a female rabbit called?

10.  What is a baby rabbit called?
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INTERMEDIATE

Page 10 questions 1 - 10 and P1,  P1a, & P2 should be completed by the 11 year old.

1. Name the different body types and give an example of each.

2.  Why is it important to learn showmanship on rabbits?

3.  What is the major ingredient in rabbit food?

4.  List three (3) things you should NOT feed your rabbit and why.

5.  List three (3) types of treatment for fur mites?

6.  Define snuffles and what treatment would you use.

7.  What is a molt and when does it first occur (at what age)?

8.  What is the definition of a junior rabbit?

9.  What is the definition of an intermediate rabbit?

10.  What is the definition of a senior rabbit?
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INTERMEDIATE
Page 11 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P2 should be completed by the 12 year old.

1.  What is ketosis?  What treatment do you use?

2.  When should you place a nest box in the cage?

3.  List three (3) types of bedding.

4.  What does lactation mean?

5.  What does it mean  to palpate a rabbit and when is the best time to do this?

6.  What is mastitis?

7.  What is a fault?

8.  What is a disqualification?

9.  What is free feed?

10.  Place these in order of the best disinfectant:  Bleach, Soap, Sun, Water.


1.





2.


3.





4.
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JUNIOR
Page 12 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a & P3 should be completed by the 13 year old.

1.  What three things should you check fur quality for?

2.  What is the normal temperature range of a rabbit?

3. Describe the process of fostering kits.

4.  How much water will a doe and litter drink a day?

5.  What are peg teeth?

6.  Why are rabbits considered mammals?

7.  What is Vent Disease.  How do you treat it? 

8.  Name the only rabbit with a cylindrical body type.

9.  What is the distinguishing characteristic of Rex fur.

10.  What is the distinguishing characteristic of Satin fur.
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JUNIOR
Page 13 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P3 should be completed by the 14 year old.

1.  What are the two (2) other terms for malocclusion?

2.  Define what a self is. (Be Specific)

3.  How many different varieties are there in the Mini Rex?

4.  Explain what Wall Eye or Moon Eye is.

5.  What is the description of an adult rabbit?

6.  How many recognized lop breeds are there?  What are they?

7.  Where is the loin located?

8.  Do lagomorphs hibernate?

9.  How many color blends are there in Chinchilla rabbit fur?

10.  Where is the butterfly marking on some breeds located?  (Be Specific)
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JUNIOR
Page 14 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P3 should be completed by the 15 year old.

1.  What is the definition of type?

2.  What scientific order & family are rabbits classified as?

3.  What does packed mean?

4.  What year did the American Rabbit Breeders’ Association hold its first meeting and                  
what was the original name?

5.  Define the tan pattern.

6.  What is ring color?

7.  List five (6) uses for rabbits.


1. 





4.


2.





5.


3.





6.

8.  How do you check fur quality?

9.  What does “Unworthy of An Award” mean?

10.  List ten (10) things that can cause a rabbit to be disqualified from Competition?


1.





6.


2.





7.


3.





8.


4.





9.


5.





10.
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SENIOR

Page 15 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P3 should be completed by the 16 year old.

1.  How many recognized breeds are there in the A.R.B.A?

2.  Which is better, to remove the litter from doe or the doe from the litter when weaning?

3.  Why are rabbits not classified as rodents and what is their classification?

4.  What is a pelt and how is it made?

5.  What is coprophapy? What Vitamin is consumed?

6.  What is a good method of treatment for fur blockage?

7.  What is necropsy? 

8.  What houseplant is poisonous to rabbits?


Name two (2) other plants that poisonous.


1.





2.

9.  Incisor teeth grow how long per month ( in inches)?

10.  What is slobbers and how is it treated?
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SENIOR

Page 16 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P3 should be completed by the 17 year old.

1.  Tell the process a doe goes through to lactate.

2.  Why are penicillin type drugs not good to use on rabbits?

3.  A bump or mass on a rabbit is called what?  How would you treat it?

4.  How do you treat a rabbit for worms?

5.  Explain the pros and cons of an automatic watering system?

6.  Why is the A.R.B.A. important to 4-H and/or the Kent County Youth Fair?

      List three (3) reasons why.

7.  List six (6) differences between rabbits and hares.


1.





4.


2.





5.


3.





6.

8.  Why might some smaller breeds of rabbits be better to raise for meat than larger                
animals?  Give two (2) examples.

 9.  Why are rabbit droppings the best fertilizer compared to other farm animals?

10.  What is VHD and when did it enter North America?   List the different causes and   
symptoms.
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SENIOR

Page 17 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P3 should be completed by the 18 year old.

1.  Explain the term “Young doe syndrome”.

2.  List four (4) different bacterial diseases and explain the symptoms, causes, and 
treatment 
of each.


1.


2.


3.


4.

3.  Name the different types of wool breeds and tell what makes them different from each 
other.

4.   Find four (4) breeds of rabbits that their ear length is a disqualification.


1.





2.


3.





4.

5.  Define the four different meat divisions.


1.





2.


3.





4.

6.  What is the name of the enzyme in the small intestine that digests starch?

7.  What disease was introduced into wild rabbits in Australia to control them?  Can this 
disease be transmitted to domestic rabbits?

8.   What two (2) grains have the highest fat content?  What level of the diet should be fat?

9.  What are the pros and cons of feeding rabbits sunflower seeds?

10.  List at least eight (8) items that you would need to have in your rabbit first aid kit and 
what you would use them for.
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SENIOR

Page 18 questions 1 - 10 and P1, P1a, & P3 should be completed by the 19 year old.

1.  Burning loose fur off cages is no longer recommended.  Give three good reasons.


1.


2.


3.

2.  What trait of the rabbit is responsible for maintaining adequate supplies of vitamin K in the 
diet?

3.  A deficiency of what vitamin affects the reproductive performance of the doe?

4.  Why is it very important to weigh kits 3 or 4 times during nursing?

5.  What is the integral part of any breed improvement program, profitable and valuable 
foundation of your rabbit?

6.  Who is the MOST important member of your rabbitry?

7.  When building a cage for your rabbit it is very important to make sure the cage is large 
enough.   What is the rule of thumb “theory” that rabbit raisers use for figuring cage 
size?

8.  What you should do twenty-four (24) to forty-eight (48) hours prior to weaning of the 
kits?

9.  Why is grass hay essential for rabbits.  Give four (4) reasons.


1.





3.


2.





4.

10.  Nutritionists have devised a system for analysis of feeds that gives a general idea of their 
overall feeding value. a.)  What is the name of the system?  b.)  What components are 
measured?


a.)


b.)
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