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Name ________________________________________________

4 – H Club ____________________________________________

Class _____________________________________ Age _______

                (Novice,   Intermediate,   Junior,   or   Senior)

Instructions

For

Cavy Project Book

The following pages contain questions pertaining to the Cavy Project Area.

Answers to these questions can be found in the Standard of Perfection published by the American Rabbit Breeders Association and “Your Guinea Pig, A Kids Guide to Raising and Showing” by Storey Publishing. These books and other helpful cavy materials are available at the County Extension Office for your use or can be purchased at cavy shows or at bookstores. Other possible sources are the American Cavy Breeders Association publications and many web sites.

The purpose of the project book is to familiarize the 4-H participant with many different areas of the cavy project. This is a guiding tool.  It is now broken down into ages.  Answer the area of the project book for the age the participant will be during fair. You will not need a new booklet each year; this is designed to be a cumulative project. It should be added to each year.

If there is not enough room in an answer area, please write on the back of the page, or add another piece of paper to the booklet.  The project does not have to be limited to the booklet, each participant can create or add to the project as they see fit.

Remember this is only a guiding tool, 4-H can be whatever the participant wants it to be.  There should be learning involved, but this should be fun.
Fault Or Disqualification?

Decide what is wrong (if anything)

with the picture.  Then decide if 

it is a fault or disqualification.

Split Ear


Poor Eyes

Poor Ear Carriage
Thin Flesh

Pea Eye


Belly Swirl

Flabby Flesh

Mites

Poor Eye Circle
Rump Swirl

Sore Eyes

SideWhiskers
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Cavy Project Book

Age 9

Part One:

-What Breed(s) of cavy do you have?  ______________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed?  ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-How many years have you owned a cavy?  _________________________________________

-Explain the way you take care of your cavy (what you do daily, weekly, and training, etc.).  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

-List some foods that would be good to feed your animal in addition to pellets: ___________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What should you wear for showmanship?  __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What ear is used to identify a cavy for show purposes?  ______________________________

-How many breeds of cavy are recognized by the ARBA?  ____________________________

-What is showmanship and why is it important?  _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-What would you feed your cavy if it had a broken tooth?  _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-When do a cavy’s teeth stop growing?  _____________________________________________

-Where are cavies originally from?  ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-Why do some people call a cavy “guinea pig” (what is the story)?  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-What is the best part of the rabbit/cavy barn at fair?  _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
-What (if anything) did you learn at fair last year?  ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cavy Project Book

Age 10

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  ______________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-How many years have you owned and shown cavy?  _________________________________

-Explain how you care for your cavy.  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

-What do the ‘H’s in 4-H stand for?  _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________-What does variety mean?  _______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-Name the different varieties of cavy.  ______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-Give a description of an American and of a Texel cavy.  Compare the two.  _____________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What vitamin must be given to cavy because they cannot store it?  _____________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-How many rosettes are on an Abyssinian or Abyssinian Satin?  _______________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-What is a roman nose?  _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-How old should a boar be before breeding?  ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-How old should a sow be before breeding?  _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
-What is the average gestation period of a cavy?  _____________________________________

-What is the average litter size of a cavy?  __________________________________________

-What is the difference between breed judging and showmanship?  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is a frontal and what breed(s) have a frontal?  __________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 11

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  ______________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-Does your cavy have any faults?  _____ If yes, describe. _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What would be some disqualification(s) in your breed(s)?  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

-What is ticking?  ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

-What is pea eye?  _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

-What is a mustache and in what breed(s) would you find one?  ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is resiliency and on what breed(s) is it found?  _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is a ridge and on what breed(s) is it found?  ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is the age and weight of a senior cavy: ________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

a junior cavy:_____________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

an intermediate cavy:______________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

-What can be done to prevent a cavy from getting a cold?  _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What colors can the White Crested not be shown in?  ________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is the rosette on the head of the White Crested called?  __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-Explain how you get your cavy ready for show.  _____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________

-Why is showmanship important and how often do you do showmanship?  ______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 12
Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  ______________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-Does your cavy have any faults?  ____ If yes, describe. ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What varieties would your cavy breed(s) come in?  _________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

-What do the ‘H’s in 4-H stand for and What do the “H’s” mean to you?_______________
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is density?  _________________________________________________________
-What is texture?  ________________________________________________________
-Explain the difference between a self and a solid colored cavy.  _____________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-List some general signs and symptoms that your cavy might not be feeling well._________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is tipping?  _________________________________________________________
-What is a wall or moon eye?  ________________________________________________
-Explain the difference between a fault and a disqualification?_______________________
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-Describe a marked cavy.  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is the ACBA and how is it related to the ARBA?  _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is a pedigree?  ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is another name for angel wings and what are they?  ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What did you like about the cavy project?  _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 13

Part One:

-What Breed(s) of cavy do you have?  _________________________________________
-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

-How do you take care of your cavy?  _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-List some of the unique qualities of your breed(s).  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

*What do the ‘H’s in 4-H stand for?  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

-How would you know if your cavy had lice and what would you do to get rid of it?  ___
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-Are cavies related to rabbits?  _____ Explain your answer.___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-When judging an Abyssinian, how many points would be awarded for a perfect coat and what is the breakdown of the points?  ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What can be done to keep long hair breeds of cavy from chewing on their hair?  ________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is an agouti?  _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What is a broken cavy?  _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What two colors make up a solid golden and a golden agouti variety of cavy?  ___________

________________________________________________________________________________

-What are eye circles and on what breed(s) would you find them?  _____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

-What do you like best about cavies?  __________________________________________
Cavy Project Book

Age 14

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  __________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

-What is polydactyl?  ______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Is polydactyl a fault or a disqualification?  ______________________________________

-What is line breeding?  ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is inbreeding?  ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is outcrossing?  ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is malocclusion and how can it affect a cavy?  _____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What colors can the White Crested not be shown in?  ____________________________

-What is an angel wing, is it a good trait, a fault, or a disqualification?  _____________

_________________________________________________________________________

-What is a marked cavy and give an example?  __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What makes a satin coat?  __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-What are splashes?  _______________________________________________________

-What causes pea eye?  _____________________________________________________

-Flat spots on a Teddy are: desirable, a fault, or a disqualification and why?  ___________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What are eye circles and on what breed & variety could they be found?  _____________
_________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 15

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  _________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Explain how you take care of your cavy.  _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

*What do the ‘H’s in 4-H stand for and what do they mean to you?  _________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is condition in both flesh and fur?  _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-What can cause poor and good condition in both flesh and fur?  ____________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-Explain the term agouti.  ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-Explain the term self?  _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-Explain the term solid?  ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-Explain the term marked?  __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-When judging a Teddy cavy, how many points would a judge give for a perfect coat and what would the point breakdown be?  _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-What (if anything) do you dislike about having a cavy?  __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 16

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  _________________________________________

-Why did you choose this breed(s)?  __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-How many years have you owned and/or shown a cavy?  _________________________

Part Two:

-Explain how cavies might have become domesticated.  ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is a body swirl and is it a good trait, a fault, or a disqualification?  _____________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is impaction and what can be done to prevent it?  ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is acidophilus and why would you give it to a cavy?  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-How are breeds and varieties of cavy added to the ACBA and/or ARBA?  ____________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is the difference between a fault and a disqualification?  _____________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What are the signs and symptoms of ear mites and how would you treat them?  ______

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 17

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  _______________________________________

-What do you like about cavies?  _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-How many years have you owned and/or showed cavy?  __________________________

Part Two:

*What do the ‘H’s in 4-H stand for?  __________________________________________

Please answer the following:

1. List the showroom classes and registration weights for cavies.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain in detail vitamin C and cavy’s needs.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the treatment for abscesses?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Explain condition and how it affects judging.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Explain the agouti varieties and their disqualifications

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What occurs when an animal is judged unworthy of an award?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What are three signs your animal may have scurvy?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book

Age 18

Part One:

-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  _________________________________________

-What do you like about cavies?  ________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-How many years have you owned and/or shown cavy?  ___________________________

-What is the best part of showing animals at fair?  ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:
You Are The Judge

Beside each description, place the letter that best describes the feature of the specific breed

G=good F=fault D=disqualification

Abyssinian Broken Senior Sow
______
The sow weighs 32 ounces.

______
There are four saddle rosettes.

______
The sow has some roaning areas on her coat.

______
She has a long narrow body

______
Her coat is 1 1/8 inches long

White Crested Red Intermediate Boar

______
He weighs 25 ounces.

______
He has black feet and ears.

______
He has a black spot in the crest.

______
The rosette is off center.

______
His coat is short and silky.

Teddy Satin Solid Golden Junior Sow

______
She weighs 19 ounces.

______
Her coat lacks sheen.

______
The hair shafts are very kinky.

______
She has a bellyband.

______
She has a Roman nose and a high full crown.

American Self Black Intermediate Boar

______
He weighs 22 ounces.

______
He has stray white hairs on the belly.

______
His nose is long and pointed.

______
He has one rosette on his head and between his ears.

______
He has one white toe nail.

Peruvian Silver Agouti Senior Sow

______
She weighs 40 ounces.

______
She has pink spots on her ears.

______
She has large bold eyes.

______
Her coat is soft and silky.

______
She has eye circles.

Teddy Roan Senior Boar

______
She Weighs 32.1 ounces.

______
Her head is black with a whit blaze.

______ 
The colors on her body are red and black.

______
Her coat on the sides and over the saddle lies flat.

______
The roaning extends over 75% of her body.

Teddy Marked Junior Sow

______
She weighs 26 ounces.

______
She has a black rosette on her left hind quarter.

______ 
She has a Roman nose.

______
Her coat is about ¾ inch long.

______
Her flesh is very soft.

Cavy Project Book

Age 19

Part One:
-What breed(s) of cavy do you have?  _________________________________________

-What do you like about cavies?  _____________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

-How many years have you owned and/or shown cavy?  ___________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Part Two:

-What are the symptoms of Lice and how do you treat it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What are the causes of heatstroke and what are the symptoms?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-Your cavy has bald patches, begging on nose and face then spreading to abdomen and back, also the skin is mildly dry and scaly. What do you think your cavy might have? ________________

-What would you do if your cavy had a case of scurvy?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List some of the items you have in your cavy first aid kit and what you would use them for?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is the purpose of showmanship competition?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What is the proper appearance/attire for showmanship?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What are some of the components for showing a cavy?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-What are some qualities you look for when choosing a cavy for showmanship?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Three:

What do the ‘H’s in 4-H stand for?  ___________________________________________

-What do the ‘H’s in the 4-H emblem mean to you?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

-Give a brief history of your years in 4-H and what they have meant to you (not just cavy).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cavy Project Book Rating Scale







Possible Points
Total
1
Completeness




25

Completed the required

Elements for appropriate level

Comments___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Accuracy





50

0-1 Incorrect answers = 50 points

2-3 incorrect answers = 40 points

4-5 incorrect answers = 30 points

More than 5 incorrect = 20 points

Comments___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Presentation




25


*Overall appearance of book including


The cover


= 5 points


*Legibility including spelling and


Grammar


= 5 points


*Neatness


= 5 points


*Use of photographs, pictures,


or extra materials

= 5 points


*Creativity


= 5 points

Comments___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Final Total
______________

Name___________________________
