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Minutes of April 4, 2009,  meeting held at the Pegasus Restaurant , Coxsackie, NY
      
The Columbia-Mid Hudson Valley Chapter meeting was held April 4, 2009, at the Pegasus Restaurant, Coxsackie, NY Thirteen SAR members, five DAR members, two Eagle Scouts, one guest speaker, nine spouses and/or guests and two future SAR members attended the meeting for a total of thirty-two.
Call to Order

11:10 AM – President Rodney Andrews 
Invocation

Our newly appointed Chapter Chaplain James Hadley gave the invocation with a special remembrance for 


Virginia Vernoy, spouse of Chapter member, Arnold Vernoy, and deceased Chapter member Charles 


Barnard who passed away on December 14, 2008 after our last Chapter meeting.  
Pledge of Allegiance 
Outgoing Chapter Vice President “Bud” Weaver 
SAR Pledge

Incoming Chapter Vice President Tim Middlebrook
Introduction of Guest Speaker 

General Nathanael Greene, (Bob Hallock, Director of the Bronck Museum).

Introduction of DAR Members  


President Andrews introduced Mary Murphy and Phyllis Nichols of the Hendrick Hudson Chapter, Hudson, NY, and Laura Rutkowski, Jane Freese and Delia Cross of the On-Ti-Ora Chapter, Catskill, NY.
Introduction of two Eagle Scouts and Dads 

Star Scout Matthew Anderson, filling in for his brother Gregory Anderson, Hudson Valley Council and his Dad, Chapter member John Anderson, and Eagle Scout Charles (CJ) Walker, Rip Van Winkle Council and his Dad, Charles (Bud) Walker. 

Introduction of Future SAR Members  


 William Seymour and David Silvernail.
Acknowledgements of  Guests

 Mary Ann Andrews, Mary Bradley, Charles Greene, Anita Hadley, Claire Luse, Judy Middlebrook, Helen Seymour and Irene Silvernail.
2009-2010 Election Results

President Andrews announced that we have a new Vice President Tim Middlebrook and congratulated him. Rod Andrews also acknowledged Bud Weaver for the support he gave the Chapter the past three years. President Andrews also talked about how only twenty-five members out of fifty took the time to vote in the Chapter elections. We made the voting so much easier and free of postage and the turnout was very disappointing to say the least. 

Appoint and reappoint Chapter Officers by President Andrews
James Hadley was newly appointed Chapter Chaplain, replacing Robert French, who moved to the Syracuse area and dropped his SAR membership. With Charles Barnard passing away it leaves only two original Chapter members, Charles Nichols and Rodney Gage who started the Chapter in 1971.

Donald Schiro was reappointed Chapter Registrar & Election Chairman. John Anderson was reappointed Chapter Historian/ & Eagle Scout Chairman. William Shepard was reappointed George & Stella Knight Essay Chairman.
Present SAR Certificates to new Chapter Members

Elliott Bristol III, Tivoli, and George Luse II were presented their SAR certificates by Rod Andrews. 
Guest Speaker

General Nathanael Greene, (Bob Hallock), in full Revolutionary War dress, talked about his relationship with General George Washington.  He discussed the battles he fought and commanded, being Commander of the Southern Armies after General Horatio Gates retreated back North on horseback, leaving his troops behind. He was with Gen. George Washington when they crossed the Delaware River and surprised the Hessians at Princeton, NJ. He later became commander of West Point after Benedict Arnold betrayed the country. He also talked of his private life before and after the War. He was so taken by George Washington that he named his first son George and his first daughter Martha. After the War, he returned to Rhode Island only to find that he had lost everything. The South were so honored with his victories in the South that the state of Georgia gave him an estate there. General Nathanael Greene died at the age of 44 from heat stroke. General Greene gave the chapter a brief description and use of the two rifles he brought, one being a British rifle and the other was a long range Colonial rifle  

Attendees gave Bob Hallock a well deserved round of applause. 


General Greene was presented an “Outstanding Citizenship Award” from our Chapter.

Door Prizes of the new Martin Van Buren Presidential “Gold” Dollar were each won by Charles Greene and Elliott Bristol. 
Awards & Medals presented to the Eagle scouts.


Rod Andrews and  John Anderson, Eagle Scout Chairman, presented awards to:


Gregory Anderson of the Hudson Valley Council and Charles, (CJ) Walker of the Rip Van Winkle Council. Gregory’s brother 
Matthew accepted Gregory’s awards.

Each received an Eagle Scout Essay Certificate and medal plus an Eagle Scout Essay Patch from the ESSSAR.


Each received a Silver Good Citizenship Medal, Certificate and an award check from our Chapter.

Ryan Knowlton, also an Eagle Scout Essay winner from the Rip Van Winkle Council, did not attend and received his awards 
from Rod Andrews prior to the meeting. His awards consisted of Eagle Scout Essay Certificate and an Eagle Scout Essay 
Patch from the ESSSAR. He also received a Bronze Good Citizenship Medal, Certificate and an award check from our 
Chapter. 
Officers Reports    Treasurer Report  - Treasurer Alan Coon reported: 
· Balance
    as of Dec. 4, 2008         








         $2,515.52
· Deposits -  dues, lunch money  donations (25), 100% membership award ($100) and deposits                               $1,110.00
· Subtotal                                                                                                                                                                       $3,625.52
· Expenses  Check for Cappuccino’s  Restaurant for luncheon  on  Dec. 6, 2008                                           $532.00


     Postage &  Misc.-Don Schiro - $19.29; Rod Andrews - $84.80; Al Coon stamps- $12.60           $116.69


     ESSSAR dues                                                                                                                              $315.00 


     Expenses-Rod Andrews medals, certificates, additional postage, etc.                                        $162.65


     Donation to NYSCAR (Children of the American Revolution)                                                      $  50.00



     Eagle Scout checks: 



     Gregory Anderson, 1st place in Hudson Valley Council; 7th place in ESSSAR                             $  50.00




     Charles Walker, 1st place in Rip Van Winkle Council; 8th place ESSSAR                                    $  40.00



     Ryan Knowlton, 2nd place in Rip Van Winkle Council; 18th place in ESSSAR   
            
           $  10.00











                 Total expenses were $1,276.34
              Treasurer Report  (con’t)
· Balance as of April 4, 2009.  








           $2349.18

Before motion to approve the report, President Andrews presented Al Coon a check from the Walmart grant funding 
program for $1000.00. At that time, Rod Andrews asked the members if he can now buy new flag stands and flag poles. 
Motion to buy flags and stands was made by Bud Weaver and seconded by Roger Bradley. Motion passed.  






                                                                         Chapter Balance now  $3349.18  

Alan Coon wrote a check to the Pegasus Restaurant for:                                                                                              -$528.00 

Alan wrote a donation check to the Hendrick Hudson Chapter NSDAR for fund raising for a new roof:                          -$40.00  





              Latest Chapter Treasure Balance as of April 4, 2009 2:00PM          $2781.18


Rod also stated that he has additional applications in at Shop-Rite and Price Chopper and will inform the Chapter if any 
additional money is received.

Motion was made by John Anderson to accept the total Treasurer report and was seconded by Richard Wambach. Motion 
passed.


With that amount of “cash”, the members discussed that the expense of continuing to do business at our present bank 
was unjustified and therefore we will move our account to another banking institute. Rod Andrews said that he has been 
talking with the Mid Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union where 175 new checks are free and they offer 3 month CD’s at 2%. 
It was accepted that we can put approx. $1500 to 2000 into 3 month CD’s, row and stagger them every 3 months or money 
markets, making 
enough interest to pay for the Chapter postages, etc. 

Motion was made by Roger Bradley and seconded. 
Motion passed.
    

Rod Andrews brought up the email that he sent the Chapter informing the Chapter that Alan Coon would like to only


continue as Secretary/Treasurer for one year not two.  I asked the members if anyone would like to take over Alan’s   

responsibilities and start phasing in with him now. Told members to think about it and let me know. During lunch time, 

Richard Wambach approached Rod and volunteered for the job. It was announced when the meeting continued. 
· Registrar Donald Schiro was absent so Rod gave the report that after Elliott Bristol and George Luse were inducted, our Chapter total is fifty. There are three more applicants at National: Thomas Anderson, Walter Davidson and David Silvernail. Rod Andrews has a supplement at National. James Hadley also has a supplement being processed at National but hasn’t been logged in as of yet. Don Schiro is presently working with Andrew Phesay on his application. There are five to seven candidates working on their applications. 
· Committees Reports

Election Committee – Donald Schiro reported that the 2009-2010 as stated before, only 25 members voted by email and 1 
by mail. The election procedure went without a hitch.

Historian
  John Anderson reported no activity but urged members to pass on any information of historical interest to him. 

The Eagle Scout Committee John Anderson reported that he was pleased with Eagle Scout Essays participation from our 
area. 


Rod Andrews congratulated John as Chairman, the effort that John has put into writing letters to the Boy Scout Councils to 
the point that our Chapter district had three contest entries and there is continuing interest being shown. Our Chapter 
has never seen that many essays entries from our area.  

John Anderson extended his appreciation to Wayne Dugger, James Hadley and Tim Middlebrook for volunteering to judge 
and rank the three entries in our Chapter area. John expressed that because he had a son being judged on his essay, John 
should become neutral and withdraw from judging. The Chapter Board of Managers agreed with his decision to do so. 

George & Stella Knight Essay Contest Chairman  William Shepherd, was absent but sent an email to Rod Andrews to read 
to the members. (Referring to last meeting voting to eliminate postage mailing out the Knight Essay Contest Rules and use 
emails).


It states: I really don’t see the advantage of trying to email 40 schools. The basic problem in lack of response as I 
see it is the schools hand the notice over to Student “Advice Counselors” who use it as a task or “make work” for any and all 
students that may be straying in some respect and not to the entire student body. 




Next year (2009), I’ll ask the principal to give the contest rules  to the History Teacher.

               If the cost of postage is the basic behind the suggestion then I will take care of it and  continue to mail postage. 


Bill Shepherd.


Rod suggested to the members to see what Bill can do in 2009 and then we will discuss it at a later time..
Old Business  
1. Copake Cemetery Ceremony - Dottie Avery called Rod Andrews and told him because of a hip replacement, the   Cemetery Ceremony will be postponed until 2010.
2. The Mills Mansion Committee (Eames Family Cemetery in Staatsburg) consisting of Bud Weaver, Alan Coon, and Tim and Andrew Middlebrook. Alan Coon has made contact to have the granite grave stone moved into the cemetery by the Mills Mansion ground crew. He’s just waiting for a date to move it. Tim Middlebrook reported that as soon as the stone is moved , he will make arrangements with the Boy Scout Troop to get a ceremony planned.

No other old business was brought up at this time.
New Business
1. Canaan Church Cemetery In Canaan, NY                    



                    

Elliott Bristol has two nieces in the Hendrick Hudson Chapter DAR and together they would like to have a small 
cemetery ceremony at the Canaan Church Cemetery to celebrate their ancestor's Bristol burial site.  Further details 
to follow and with some discussion we  feel that our Chapter can get involved and co sponsor it with Hendrick 
Hudson 
Chapter.
2. Poughkeepsie Quadricentennial of the Hudson River                                                                     

Tim Middlebrook has made contact with the Quadricentennial Chairperson, Nancy Cozean, and she has invited our 
Chapter to be involved with the celebration. Tim and Nancy have discussed a day of  May 26, “The Dedication of 
the Revolutionary Shipyard” as being the day that we should set up our Chapter booth in Poughkeepsie.
.
3. Fund Raising Luncheon at Hendrick Hudson DAR Chapter Monday Apr. 27.  Chapter needs money to put on new roof in the rear of the Robert Jenkins Chapter House. Rod and Mary Ann Andrews will be representing our Chapter that day.
4. 2010 potential cemetery project in East Chatham. Dottie Avery called Rod Andrews to explain contents of event.  A group of men cleaned up a cemetery and found 162 grave stones there. They sent a list to Dottie Avery to find Revolutionary War soldiers. Dottie and the Hendrick Hudson DAR chapter have asked our Chapter to co-organize this event which was similar to the Hudson City Cemetery event in 2007 that we did together. I strongly suggested to Dottie Avery that the Hendrick Hudson DAR chapter seek a donation from Walmart this time. I will help them construct the needed package to do so. (Package being sent out to Mary Lou Zimmermann on Monday). Laura Rutkowski, Regent of the On-Ti-Ora  Chapter expressed a Walmart Grant Funding package for their chapter. Their Walmart grant funding package is also being mailed Monday.  
5. Rod Andrews got an inquiry about locating a Revolutionary War Officer, Adam Sagendorf, in the Old Rhinebeck cemetery. Rod can’t locate the email that this person sent but this person would like our Chapter to put a marker on the grave site. Alan Coon checked it out, (he knew exactly where the grave was). Anyway, Rod Andrews told the SAR person that if he can get his Chapter to buy the bronze grave marker and send it to us,  we will put it in for him. Rod will wait for him to make contact  again.
Review revised 2009 Chapter Schedule
1. Adding Bronck Museum May 17th at Coxsacksie “Declaration of Independence. Need volunteers. 
2. Poughkeepsie Quadricentennial of the Hudson River. Need volunteers. 
3. New York State Military Museum trip in Saratoga? Anyone want to coordinate it? Need volunteers. 
4. Will be setting up Hudson/Catskill Flag Day parade Saturday June 13th in Hudson. Need volunteers. 
5. Will be setting up Clermont State Historical Site Saturday July 4th. Need volunteers, I can’t be there. Need volunteers.

Newly elected Vice President Tim Middlebrook has assisted in 2 booth set ups in the past. Possibly Tim will handle this.

6. Will be setting up Hurley Stone House Day Saturday July 11th. Hurley. Need volunteers. 
7. Will be setting up Heritage Day, Senate House, Saturday Sept 19th in Kingston.  Need volunteers. 

Other than Tim Middlebrook volunteering, there were no other responses from the members. 
 

No other new business was brought up at this time.


SAR Recessional 
Alan Coon
Meeting adjourned           1:34 PM  
In Attendance
SAR Members (13):


President Rod Andrews, Vice President Tim Middlebrook, Secretary/Treasurer Alan Coon, John Anderson, Art Bowen II, Roger Bradley, Elliott Bristol, James Hadley, George Luse, Matthew Murphy, Charles Nichols, and Richard Wambach and Bud Weaver.

DAR Members (5):

Delia Cross, Jane Freese , Mary Murphy, Phyllis Nichols and Laura Rutkowski

Member Spouses (5):  

Mary Ann Andrews, Mary Bradley, Anita Hadley, Claire Luse and Judy Middlebrook

Future SAR Chapter Members (2): 

William Seymour and David Silvernail

Guests: (7)

Bob Hallock (Gen Greene), Matthew Anderson, Charles Greene, Helen Seymour, Irene Silvernail, Charles (Bud) Walker, and Charles (CJ) Walker. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rodney S. Andrews, President
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