Central Marin Class III Soccer Club

Central Marin Youth Soccer League

Program Outline

The Class III program is a higher level program which includes advanced training for the more athletic and/or skilled player and allows them to travel to play against a higher level of competition. Whereas players may play 12 games in a recreational soccer season, it is typical for Class III teams to play 20-40 games, including 12 league games and 3-5 tournaments during the season. U-10 teams are prohibited from playing in tournaments, however, they may play in 2-3 informal jamborees during the season. 

Season of Play

Tryouts typically begin in March and continue thru May depending upon the age group.  Some teams chose to have weekly non-mandatory practices until early June. Then, most teams start practicing in mid-July to late-July, hold one or more team camps in August, and start tournament play in early to mid-August. During the season, most teams practice for 2 hours, twice per week. League play starts in early September and continues thru mid-November. Each team will hand out their tentative schedules during try-outs.

Commitment

The Class 3 program was designed for the player who was committed to playing other sports besides soccer i.e. basketball and baseball.  Families need to be aware that they still need to make a commitment to the August schedule thru the end of the season and plan their family vacations earlier in the summer. Players who miss the team camps and August tournaments loose out on critical development and usually fall too far behind their team members in skill development.  
Tournaments

Tournaments are held at the end of each month in September, October and November. The tournaments may be a morning drive away in a place like Pleasanton, or an overnight trip to Fresno or Santa Cruz. The coach/team chooses their tournaments, both number and location. The format is typically three preliminary games, two Saturday and one Sunday. The championship games are then played Sunday Afternoon. The overnight tournaments are great for team bonding and camaraderie. 

Association Cup

At the end of the regular season some teams then choose to go on to the State Association Cup post-season tournament. The younger teams (U-12’s and U-14’s) play in January while the Older teams(U-16’s and U-19’s) play in March. Practice schedules for Association Cup differ for each team.

Cost

Class 3 was designed to be a low cost program. The maximum cost per player is $700. The fee includes $100 for registration, $50 volunteer/referee fee, refundable to the team when the team completes its volunteer obligation. The balance covers uniform, bag, warm-ups (if the team so chooses), training fees, tournament fees, team camps, equipment and any other ancillary costs. The fee does not include the cost of travel and food for overnight tournaments. No player or family may be required to pay more then $600 for any of the above expenses. Teams may hold fundraisers and seek donations to cover costs above and beyond the $600 fee.

Scholarships

No player will be denied access to Class 3 soccer for financial reasons. Class 3 has an active scholarship program, On-Equal Footing, which has provided over $55,000 in scholarships in the past 8 years. Please speak with the coach, after you have been selected for the team, to discuss team and club scholarships. 

Coaching/Training

Class 3 has a model of qualified parent coach with trainer. Every coach is counseled to obtain a CYSA E/D license and is encouraged to upgrade on a regular basis. The team hires a qualified trainer to help train the team. Typically, the trainer runs the summer team camps and trains the team once per week with the coach. The coach “typically” trains the team the other practice days and runs the team on game day. Based on the knowledge of the coach and needs of the players, some teams choose to have a trainer with a higher level of involvement.

Volunteer Requirement 

Each team is required to provide 40 volunteer hours to run the business of the club i.e. Board member, rehabbing fields, newsletter, etc.  In addition, each team is required to have 3 licensed referee’s (a licensing class is provided). The team is then required to provide 9 volunteer referee slots and 6 paid slots during the season.
Central Marin Tournament

This tournament is typically held in mid-August. All of our teams participate in organizing and playing in the tournament. The proceeds are split between the teams, the club and “On-Equal Footing”. This is the only fundraiser that most of our teams need. We referee, provide field marshals, concessions and run the tournament together. This has always been a lot of fun and a fantastic fundraiser for our Club!

Thanks for your interest. If you have any additional questions, please contact a Class 3 Board Member.
