INTRODUCTION

Why Do We Need a Standards Manual?
Camping is a vital and important ministry in Gaspe area. For many years people of all ages and stages of life have come to the camps to live in community, develop leadership skills, experience the outdoors, have fun, and deepen their faith in God. For this ministry to carry on, it is our privilege and our obligation as a church to ensure that all Church camps continue to offer safe and high quality programing for the hundreds of children who come to the camps each year.
Theological Rationale
"And lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age." (Mt 28:20)
God is present in the world and in our lives; God's activity and loving hand is made known to us through the beauty of the creation and through the people around us. Church camping ministry is a unique way in which our church can share and celebrate God's presence in the world.
"He who created the heavens, he is God ... He did not create it to be empty." (Is 45:18)
At camp, people of various ages and stages gather to share in Christian community. They eat together, clean together, work, play and learn together, disagree and laugh together. They swim in water, gather around fires, walk in woods, and gaze at stars. In the faces of those around them, in the stillness of quiet moments alone, and in the struggles and joys of community, people meet God.
"You shall love your neighbor as yourself." (Mk 12:31)
Church camping is a ministry that touches the lives of hundreds of children, teens, young adults, adults, and seniors every year. It is a ministry the church celebrates and supports. If camp is to be a place of ministry and meeting God, campers, volunteers, and staff, must feel nurtured, valued, and safe.
"Hold fast to love and justice." (Hos 12:6)
The church is obligated to insure that camp facilities meet reasonable and recognized safety standards, and that the staff are trained and able to care for campers responsibly and lovingly.
"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation." (Mk 16:15)
The church is committed to offering quality Christian education programs. Camps provide an environment of safety, love, respect, and community, where Christ's loving presence can be celebrated and shared.
