Don’t Touch the Evidence
Background information

Last night a murder was committed at St. Elmo School.  The victim was identified as 25-year-old, single female.  At 7:00PM, she was discovered by Mrs. Garner, the custodian as she was locking up.  The victim had been stabbed in the back and was lying face down when she was found.  It appeared that she had been sitting in a chair when someone came up behind her and stabbed her in the back.  She fell forward to the floor and was lying in a pool of blood.  Before she was removed from the scene of the crime, the position of the body was outlined with tape.  None of the items at the scene were disturbed.

Materials

CSI Kit consisting of: pencil, white drawing paper, clipboard, tape measure, compass, ruler, hand lens (anything else you think they might need to record the information).

Procedure

1. Accompany the team to the crime scene.

2. Let students identify all items they believe to be physical evidence.  Also note the taped outline of the victim on the floor.  I add a knife with “blood” on it and usually a well placed “bloody” fingerprint.  I also place items to give them hints as to who committed the crime.  I use hair from other teachers.

3. Calculate locations of physical evidence for the drawings by the following method:
· Use the tape measure to determine the width and length of the room.  Record these measurements. In Data Table 1.

· Use a compass to determine which walls are north, south, east, and west.

· Select two fixed points in the room that are relatively close to on of the pieces of physical evidence. (triangulation method) All objects and the victim should be recorded as physical evidence.

· Measure the distance from one of these objects to the first fixed point.  Record the name of the object and its location and distance form the fixed points in Data Table 2.

4. Repeat this procedure for all other pieces of physical evidence in the room.  You do not have to use the same fixed point but it makes it easier if all measurements are made from the same two points.

5. Using the entries you made in the data table as a guide, sketch the crime scene.  As you work, follow these direction:

· Draw the room in which the crime occurred.  Allow your sketch of the room to take up most of the paper.
· Indicate direction by placing a compass rose on the paper.

· Use squares or circles to represent the locations of different objects in the room.  Draw larger objects with larger squares or circles.  For example, a table should be larger than a chair.

· Label each piece of physical evidence with a letter and describe the item it identifies on the Data Table.

· Beginning with Object A, draw a dashed line from one of the fixed points you chose earlier to Object A.  Draw a dashed line from the other fixed point to Object A.
· Write the actual distances above the dashed lines on the drawing. These are the distances you recorded in Data Table 2.

· Repeat the last two steps for all the pieces of physical evidence in the room.

Data Table 1

Measurements of room where crime occurred

	Length of room
	Width of room



	
	


Data Table 2
Measurement of physical evidence from fixed points

	Name of object
	Fixed point1
	Fixed point 2
	Distance of object from fixed point 1
	Distance of object from fixed point 2

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Postlab Questions

1. Describe any weapons found at the scene of the crime and their locations in the room.

2. Describe any furniture that was upturned or items that appeared out of their normal locations.

3. Why were you asked to use fixed points in your drawing?

4. Why do you think you did not make your polished sketch at the crime scene?
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