The Cay

Objective:

After reading the book, The Cay, by Theodore Taylor, students will work in groups or individually (teacher decides) and complete a project or projects as assigned.

Project Ideas:

1. In a chart or brief report, show the changes in Phillip’s attitude toward Timothy.

2. Find or create pictures that represent Phillip before and after his stay on the island.  Include descriptions from the novel to show the changes in Phillip’s physical appearance.
3. Create a chart or essay that shows the lessons Timothy and Phillip learned from each other, as well as the most important thing(s) you learned from this book.

4. Design a graphic organizer that has two major sections: fact and fiction.  List at least 8 facts and 8 fictional elements you found in the novel.  Conclude by giving your opinion about why fact and fiction are combined in The Cay (and in most survival novels).

5. Create a poster that expresses your understanding of one of the major themes in the book, such as prejudice, self-reliance, or survival.

6. At the end of the novel, Phillip notes that his mother has changed her mind about living on Curaco.  Write a dialogue in which Grace Enright tells her husband about her new attitude toward the island and her family.
7. Design a memorial stone that Phillip might have made for Timothy if he’s had the ability and materials.  Include a short, original message that young Phillip would have wanted to share with his friend.

8. Eleanor Roosevelt said that the one thing you are afraid of is the one thing you must do.  Write an editorial about how her statement applies to Phillip’s experience on the island.

9. Create a mini-dictionary to help other students who read The Cay. Include phonetic pronunciations, brief definitions and pictures when possible for terms like coral, langosta, moray eel, and sea-grape.

10. Choose several quotations from the novel that are meaningful to you.  Combine the quotations with illustrations in a collage or display.

11. Write an appropriate title for each chapter in the book.  Make a table of contents, which includes titles, and display it on a poster.

12. Retell an event in the story from another character’s point of view.  For example, you might describe how Phillip climbs the palm tree from Timothy’s viewpoint or retell the rescue from Stew Cat’s perspective.

13. Express an important idea from the novel in a song.  You might use an existing melody or create your own.

14. Make a map of the cay.  List the passages from the book that you used to create your description.

15. Phillip is blind, yet he learns to see.  Explore this paradox, or seeming contradiction, in a poem or essay.
16. Create an editorial or editorial cartoon that expresses your opinion about a contemporary situation related to an issue in the novel, such as prejudice, personal responsibility, or war.

17. Write a dialogue between Phillip and a young person who finds it hard to accept people from other cultural or ethnic backgrounds.

18. Present a radio broadcast about Phillip’s rescue.  You might include sound effects and interviews in which characters from the book give their reaction to the rescue.

19. Timothy taught Phillip how to survive several dangerous situations.  Use what you have learned from The Cay and develop a survival guide to use if stranded on an island.

20. Make a sculpture, model, or drawing that you think shows a breakthrough in communication between Phillip and Timothy.  Include a paragraph explaining why you feel this breakthrough is significant.
21. Prepare a time capsule with items that represent the main events in The Cay.  Record a list of items that the group wants to include.  Make the time capsule by putting the items into a box.  As you place the items in, have a group member explain why it goes in the box.

22. World War II was the most devastating war in human history given the loss of life and the destruction of property.  The war began in 1939 in Europe but eventually spread across the globe.  It ended in 1945. leaving a sharply reordered world, dominated by the United States and the Soviet Union (Russia).  The Cay begins in February 1942 and spans the years of the war.  Prepare a timeline showing at least ten key events of the war, including major battles, treaties, and the development of the atom bomb.  See how these real-world events correspond to the fictional events in The Cay.
23. In 1974, The Cay was made into a movie, starring James Earl Jones (the voice for Darth Vader).  Design a movie poster advertising a contemporary film version of the book.  Make the poster look different from the cover design of the novel.  Create a poster that captures the movie’s dramatic, tense mood.

24. People have long used secret codes to keep important messages secure.  During World War II, for example, U. S. intelligence officials used the Navajo language as the basis for a code that was never broken, and the Navajo “code talkers” were among the heroes of the war.  Create your own secret code to write a rescue message that Phillip might have sent from the cay.  You can base your codes on the alphabet, numbers or symbols.

25. Theodore Taylor briefly describes Phillip’s reunion with his parents after his ordeal.  With your group, act out the reunion scene.  Imagine that some of you are television reporters at the naval base at Cristobal when Phillip arrives and when his parents land.  Have other members of the group take the roles of Phillip, Mr. and Mrs. Enright, and naval personnel.  Interview them on camera for the news.  Share the news report with the class.
