ALL ABOUT V-A-K LEARNERS

VISUAL LEARNERS
CHARACTERISTICS:
· Likes to look at books and pictures (would rather read then be read to)

· Loves to look at orderly things- demands neat surroundings

· Can find what others have lost- can remember where things have been seen

· Sees details

· Can’t get directions orally- needs things written down

· Likes to work puzzles

· May have speech problems

· May watch teachers face intently

· Needs overall view and purpose

WAYS TO PROCESS INFORMATION

· Record, Locate, Calculate, simplify, Imagine< Prove, Prepare, Asses, Rewrite, Draw a picture of, Make a web or mind map, Jot down, or Draw or use a graphic organizer.

TEACHING STRATEGIES FOR THEM:

· On worksheet put a heavy line around items to help pupil to attend to one item at a time or like items

· Allow students to point if necessary. Let students touch words while reading

· Have student have a clear table top

· Have many routines

· Give one step at a time

· Write down directions on a chalkboard

· Matching games (word & definitions; prefixes & roots, etc.)

· Charts, graphs, maps,-color
· Highlighters help keep track of information

· Use mirror to see mouth make sounds of words

· Allow child to work with rulers and number lines

· Use flip-chart marked with colors instead of chalkboards. Then, hang the charts with key information around the room as you present them, and refer back to them

· Mind ma information

· Stand still while presenting chunks of information, move around in between chunks

· Distribute copies of key phrases or outlines of the lesson, leaving space for notes

· Use icons to represent key concepts

· Give them overviews of information first before giving the details

AUDITORIAL LEARNERS

CHARACTERISTICS:

· Easily distracted

· Speaks in rhythmic patterns

· Learns by listening, moves lips/says word while reading

· Dialogues both internally and externally

· The chatter-box

· Tells jokes and tries to be funny

· Can win spelling bees if taught “Say-Spell-Say-Method”

· Good story tellers

· Could have poor handwriting of letter reversals

· Knows the words to several songs

· Poor perception of time and space
WAYS TO PROCESS INFORMATION:

· Say it to yourself or out loud, Listen to the tape, Discuss with a group or partner, Tape the response, interview, Teach others, Explain, Debate, Create a question, or Express yourself.

TEACHING STATEGIES FOR THEM:

· Allow tape recording of books and note-taking
· Allow them to repeat out loud what you say (whispering)

· Help them to talk themselves through difficult concepts

· Turn information into a song or rap

· Music in background during activities (not for all though)

· Use vocal variation (inflection, pace, volume) in your presentation

· Teach the way you test; if you present information in a specific order or format, test the information in the same way

· Use call-backs, having students repeat key concepts and directions back

· After each chunk of teaching, have students tell their neighbor one thing they learned

· Develop and encourage students to come up with mnemonic devices to help them remember key concepts

· Use music pieces as cues for routines (EX: circus music for cleanup)

· Decrease any noise distractions

· Use few, precise words while giving directions

· If you repeat use the same words

· Speak directly to this child

· Have him say punctuation marks as he reads to develop awareness of their functions

· Play lots of rhyming and blending games

· Pair students with a visual learner.

KINESTETIC/TACTILE LEARNER
CHARACTERISTICS:

· Movers-that’s is how they learn

· Want to touch and feel everything
· Rub hands along wall lines while in lines

· Puts hands on door frames and puts hands on desk while walking

· Thumps people

· Often writes everything- might doodle often

· Can take gadgets apart and put them back together

· Has many “things” to play with

· Enjoys doing crafts or other things with hands

· Is not clumsy- good at sports

· May be the child making paper airplanes

· Stands close to people

· Points while reading

· Memorizes by walking and seeing

· Needs concrete objects as learning aids

· Explores new environments intensely

WAYS TO PROCESS INFORMATION:

· Label and categorize, show, draw, diagram, simulate or perform a skit, construct, sculpt, create a product, experiment, use manipulative to explain.

TEACHING STRATEGIES FOR THEM:
· Skits, role-playing, plays with content embedded

· Memorize information by linking a movement to it

· Show them HOW to do things

· Allow them to sit on floor and work

· Use props as you teach to spark curiosity and add emphasis to key concepts

· Create simulations of concepts to allow students to experience them

· When working with students individually, give parallel assistance by sitting next to them rather than in front of or behind them

· Demonstrate concepts while allowing students to perform step by step

· Movement should be part of every lesson- figure out ways to get them moving

· Provide a timer for when work/study time is over

· Needs quiet, calm activity after physical activity (EX: read aloud after P.E. or recess)

· Addition and subtraction can be taught on the monkey bars

· Let them clap or tap syllables or numbers

· Create human graphs

· Use manipulatives (titles, magnetic letters, coins, etc.)

· Use sandpaper letters, felt letters, etc.

· Attach verbal labels on objects in classroom
