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CDDM Doll Classes

Cloth Doll Designs e-Magazine

Historical and Museum Reproduction Classes and Patterns

Geocities.com/clothdolldesigns/classes.html


18th century Dolls to reproduce on Modern Materials:

Stage 1 Model Magic,

Stage 2 Faux polymer wood

Stage 3 Fabric

These dolls are created in three stages: The first stage is Model Magic. A rather small doll that brings sculpting into basic forms. The doll stands about 18 inches tall. We sculpt and manipulate the Model Magic to get an idea of  the basic shape of the doll and learn how to bevel and insert  screws and nuts flush for joints. We explore in this doll a version of the dress that is not as detailed but is simply elegant to undwersatnd how  the costume was ut together.

In second stage we recreate the doll larger in Faux wood polymer. Learning the technique of recreating wood in polymer blending and then painting  and antiquing to "age" the item but maintain the newness of it is a technique in FX. We recreate the costume in a bit more detail. Opting for more thread work and detail work and trying to keep within the realm of the patterns history. The polymer doll is about 22-25 inches tall.

The final stage is the cloth. The doll si created using a pattern that emul;ates the Turned wood style. We impregnate he cloth with GAC 400 to give it stiffness after painting in faux wood and white detail work.

By doing this we can literally set in eyes and cover with gesso to give an inset feel.  There are many variations of joints that can be used and the doll stands 30 inches to 36 inches tall.

 This is a 12 week course.


17th century Roll Up doll

Now enrolling! Every Sunday
This doll making class happens every Sunday. Take some scraps of fabric and make a doll. 

 This is a basic aternoon class. Using scraps or preplanned fabrics you can make a rollup dol body and then make a cosyume as detailed, plain or primitive as you like.

 Theer rae a few techniques that Fabric roll dolls employ over the centuries and each is unique and give a specific result!

This is also a  challenge. An ongoing so there is no dealine. Learn to make the basic body and then let your imagination go!


15th  Century (circa 1577) Arabella Stewart Doll

Arabella Stweart of the Royal Stewarts held a doll in her toddler portrait. Not many existing dolls made of wood exist in  museums let alone on public display. Yet we do have some interesting details from museums on that doll. It was made of wood and dressed in matching clothing of her " owner". Pearls, red velvets, lace etc adorn the doll. Using either of two techniques, faux wood or cloth to recreate the doll.


20AD Early Greek, Pressed terracotta dolls: Jointed

Terracotta, clays were pressed into molds and then bronze or copper joints were created. Many of these dolsl exist in museum collections today. But we cannot touch them. Versions o fthem are available in polymers.

Using terracotta oven bake clay, and sculpting the first  doll, and then creating a mold we will recreate a series of these dolls, Dressed in Himations, Chintons, Wraps or other clothing of the time, with hair adornments in both wool or formed in the clay we can reproduce and learn their techniques.


0AD Roman Rag doll- complete with wool hair and dress: Every Thursday!

The time zero AD
 The  place Egypt Isreal.

Roman Occupation of the Middleast. A hot spot of activity, life and death.

 We have, recovered from that desert time a small rag doll. Made from a rough fabric it was filled with wool and rags. A traditional rag doll to be sure.

 The doll resides  in the UK. Rarely handled but very photographed we have access to all angles of this doll.

The doll is a basic simple construction.

Reproducing it in Osnaburg, filled withKapok, wool and fabric pieces we can duplicate how this doll looked. We know is had henna red hair and a single braid. Wool roving is perfect. We know she had eyes and was adorned with beas. She wore a simple gown or Himation and had at least one button recovered form tehsite.

She was a very loved and played with doll.


19th century  Russian Felt Tea Cozy doll

 What is a tea cozy? It’s a cover that went over a teapot to keep the liquid still hot. Much like a thermos insulation. Made from felt, these dolls sat on top of the teapots or samovar and did a few other things as well. It showed off the stitchers expertise, it kept the teapot or samovar clean, gave a clue as to the family or region of the person and was a quick toy to keep an unruly child occupied.

Often made from old blankets, old coats or other remnants they were as complicate or simple as today's story or family quilts.

This class wont take that long and we will make a simple doll teapot cover from different colored felts.


Patent Doll Reproduction

                                                     1940s baby doll        1920s  rag doll
 Many women back in the day (1800s to about 1950) took the time to patent their doll patterns. Something that many don’t realize they can do today) Thanks to patents ability to expire we can make these wonderful dolls once again. Hidden and buried we have 2 patterns that work well in a variety fo materials. From felt, to muslin to stretch styles these dollies are just as much fun to make. The baby doll is designed to be weighted with body beads. The rag doll is siple and floppy fun.


Cascade Womans factory

Bonnets: Ongoing project.

 This is aproject I had gotten involved with a while back. Remembering the woen of Australias foirst prisions and their fight, and personal triumphs to freedom. Tow projects ae ongoiung. Roses from the heart and womens bonnets.

 I encourage everyone who is a seasmstress to try and participate, as 25,000 bonnets are needed for the project.

http://www.femalefactory.com.au/exhibit.htm#henri
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Interview in Dolls United:


Read about me and my dolls and see projects for you to do!





Need to Spice up your doll show: I am available for teaching make it take it classes. Contact via:


� HYPERLINK mailto:Jimmysdevoted@bellsouth.net ��Jimmysdevoted@bellsouth.net� with your suggested or needed show dates.





What is the Difference between Books and brochure patterns?.


Brochures are not image intensive. So you have almost no reference points. What you do have is a pattern, instructions and at least one originating image of what is trying to be duplicated.


Where as the textbooks are image intensive, illustrations rich and often have both scale and full size patterns. History and parallel doll styles make for an even more interesting read when trying to reproduce an item.


Of course cost is comparable as well.




















Online Class Location


After the last of the photos and painting is done the class for 18th century doll in Model Magic will be available online.


Starting March 15th. Roll0Up doll and Roman Doll classes scheduled.


We have not as of yet decided on Chatzy or other classroom online.


Suggestions welcome.


Julie: jimmysdevoted@bellsouth.net





All classes free:


Or $7.50 without the book!


From now on all classes are free if you buy the textbooks or $10 just for the files that go with the class.


 Everyone charges for the class and for the patterns, why? Why not make it a free course if they buy the textbook.


And if you cant afford the book. Nominal fees for files will still allow you to enjoy classes!





New Course book and File Prices for first half of 2007


All intensive books, will only be $15.00. That means both the book and doll classes are $15.00!


Individual file brochures and class files can be either downloaded or printed your choice. Starting at 7.50 price!





Not Just your pattern book anymore.


 Sewz-It books are more like hardcore text books. Filled with history, information, resources and in some scale size patterns that you can adjust in your computer.


Many doll-crafting books cover the same thing, Sewz-It books are just a bit different. See for yourself the difference and fun in these versions.








