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I-5 Killer Diagnosis

Alienist Theories


Starting off attempting to discern what may have been wrong with the I-5 Killer, one may wish to delve into the theories of Erik Erikson and Alfred Addler. Beginning with the first four stages of psychological development as set forth by Erikson ([1]Trust Vs. Mistrust, [2]Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt, [3]Initiative vs. Shame and Guilt, and [4]Industry vs. Inferiority) one can begin to see where his development begin to go wrong. In the beginning of the text, the killer clearly states that his mother was, I use this term because I cannot find anything more poignant, abusive. She would beat him until he could not walk, which was his first reported memory, and lock him outside naked, amongst other things. This clearly would interfere with development of Erikson’s first stage, in which infants [this may be inaccurate because the killer never states how old he was when this occurs, but it had to be between the age of birth and just over 6 years] require their physical and psychological needs to be met. It is clear that his mother’s attempts fell far short of what he needed. 


Erikson’s second stage also seems to have been made negative for the killer. His mother was, with out a doubt, authoritarian in nature. Thus his freedom was restricted, allowing him only to develop shame and doubt as apposed to autonomy. 


The third and forth stage of Erikson’s psychological development, I believe were delayed by the abuse the killer had to endure. They occurred, eventually, however, instead of positive abilities coming through, negative ones did. There is no doubt that the I-5 Killer had a lack of initiative and he had freedom the guilt of consequences [anti-social disorder most likely]. As a child it was obvious, he skipped school constantly, stole, even reported himself as being kidnapped once then gagged himself and bound himself and had the police “rescue” him. Stage three did not develop, I believe, until much later in life, the time in which he became a serial killer. As all serial killers, I-5 got better as he advanced. The only reason he was caught was because he made a mistake, after all he is only human.

Diagnosis


I have little doubt that I-5 had dyslexia, or some other hinderence in his ability to read, a stutter and perhaps even a birth defect in his leg or legs preventing him from walking fast. His care giver’s response and the response of his piers as a child were completely unacceptable, which is what I believe caused him to contract, for lack of a better word, anti-social personality disorder.


Anti-Social personality disorder, according to the DSM IV, has many predisposing factors, which are extremely prevalent with the I-5 Killer. There are seven listed, and I believe that he had at least three the predisposing factors, mind you that only one is required. First off, he grew up with out a parental figure of both genders, his father was often away and once he asked his father if he was his father because he saw so little of him. Second he had erratic and inconsistent discipline, it was always harsh, but the amount of harshness varied greatly and the type varied quite often between physical and psychological abuse. Third, he had obvious “Maternal deprivation and lack of an appropriate “attachment”.”


Predispostion aside, I-5 showed many of the traits of having anti-social personality disorder. To his wife Harriet, he showed “tendencies toward physical aggression and extreme irritability” which he blamed on his temper. As a child and as an adult, he had a “lack of concern regarding society’s rules and expectations.” This explains his truancy. He definitely exhibited “unlawful behavior”, more so as an adult with the murder spree he went on, but also as a child while thieving articles of clothing from neighborhood people. I-5 Never speaks of him having a job, and his lack of an education does not make him one readily hirable, therefore I doubt he had one or if he did I doubt if he was able to maintain. I can pronounce the I-5 Killer beyond any reasonable doubt as having anti-social personality disorder. 
