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U6 ICT A-Level 

Entity Relationships     TEACHERS NOTES

The first stage in designing a database system is to identify and state what data needs to be stored (the data requirements).

From this statement of the data requirements we build a conceptual data model. This data model describes objects in terms of:

· Entities (representing things), 

· Attributes (representing the properties of things) and 

· Relationships (representing the relationships between the Entities).

An entity is a thing of interest to an organisation about which data is stored.  For example Stock, Supplier.

An attribute is a property or characteristic of an entity. For example Stock Description, Supplier Name.

A relationship is a link or association between entities. For example there is a link between Stock Items and Suppliers; namely one supplier may supply many stock items.

Types of Relationship
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	Many to Many
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	Singers


	


Diagrams are useful in providing a picture of the relationships
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	Tax Disc
	

	
	
	
	
	

	One to Many
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	Patient
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Many to Many
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	Studies
	Course


	


Example: add the relationship to the following,
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