

MY OBJECTIVE in this course is to teach you the required content as outlined in the California Content State Standards, while also improving your writing and critical thinking skills. Throughout this course, I will demand that you take responsibility for your grades, your progress, and your goals.  So, be warned that I usually do not have much sympathy for excuses.  My philosophy is that those who take responsibility for their success are much more likely to achieve it.  And I do want all of you to succeed.  In this syllabus you will find all of my expectations, and a list of your responsibilities.  To practice what I preach I have listed some of my own responsibilities.  I take these responsibilities very seriously, and thus will expect the same from you.  If you come to class with an open mind, willing and eager to learn, you will acquire skills and knowledge that will serve you well throughout the rest of your academic career, and life.

My Responsibilities as Your Teacher:

1. To treat you with respect as an individual
2. To provide you an orderly classroom environment

3. To provide the necessary discipline

4. To provide the appropriate motivation

5. To teach you the required content

Your Responsibilities as My Student:

1. To treat me with respect as an individual
2. To attend classes regularly

3. To be cooperative and not disruptive

4. To study and always give a task your best effort

5. To learn and master the required content

COURSE METHODOLOGY: Lecture and discussion with note taking, Audiovisual presentations, Group Activities, Independent work, Reading and Research, Essay writing, Art projects, Simulations, Videos, Skits, Study skills development.



COURSE EVALUATION:  You will receive objective and essay quizzes on a regular basis to check for recall and understanding of assigned readings and daily notes.  Unit tests, consisting of both objective questions and essay responses will conclude each major block of material.  A comprehensive final will conclude the semester. The final will include both objective and essay responses.  You will also complete an essay each quarter on a selected topic, which will be graded based upon the California Exit Exam Rubric.  Students will also choose, develop and complete several projects, of an individual and group nature, from a series of selected topics. 

CLASSROOM RULES: 

1. Follow rules the first time they are given.  
2. Be in your seat when the bell rings with all needed materials.  
4. Keep your arms, legs and property to yourself.  
5. During independent work, proceed in a quiet manner until your task is completed.  
6. Raise your hand if you need help. 


If you choose to break a rule you will first be given a warning.  After your first warning you can expect after school detention, lunch cleaning duty, phone calls home, or a parent conference.  A student will be sent to the office immediately for any severe disruption in the learning of other students.


REQUIRED MATERIALS: Pen, Pencil, Notebook, Paper, Textbooks.

GRADING: Course grading is done on a point basis. Every assignment has a point value. At the end of each grading period, the points received are added up and given the weights described below. 
100-97 = A+           89-87 = B+          79-77 = C+          69-67 = D+          59-0 = F;  
  96-93 = A             86-83 = B            76-73 = C            66-63 = D  
  92-90 = A-            82-80 = B-           72-70 = C-          62-60 = D-


COURSE WEIGHTS:  Disclaimer!!!!  No late work will be accepted.  Make-up tests will be permissible, but will be harder than the original. 

  Cumulative final-                                
20% 
  Exams-                                                
30% 
  Quarterly Essays-                                
10% 
  Projects-                                              
10% 
  Classwork, Homework and Quizzes-    
30%
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HOMEWORK: Homework assignments may include: study preparation, reading, note copying, map work, writing, etc. Students should complete these assignments thoughtfully, thoroughly, and promptly.  Written assignments are normally submitted in either blue or black ink on loose leaf notebook paper. Typewritten copy is also acceptable. Students should keep the school policy on academic honesty in mind while doing all assignments.  Students should expect homework every night of the week, which should take 30-45 minutes.
 
APPROVED/UNAPPROVED ABSENCES: Students should read and thoroughly acquaint themselves with school policy as described in the Student-Parent Handbook.  Regular class attendance is the key to academic success.


If the going is real easy, beware, you may be heading down hill.

· Unknown

Our greatest glory is not in never failing, but in rising up every time we fail.

· Ralph Waldo Emerson

Never, never, never give up.

· Winston Churchill

